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The gods mercifully gave mankind this little moment of peace 
between the religious fanaticisms of the past and the fanaticisms 
of class and race that were speedily to arise and dominate time to 
come. 


G.M. Trevelyan! 
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INTRODUCTION 


Intellectuals have had a powerful effect on racial and ethnic issues, in 
countries around the world, for at least the past hundred years— and there 
is no sign that their influence will not continue, for better or worse, in the 
generations ahead. Even within a given country, such as the United States, 
that influence has been exercised in diametrically opposite directions at 
different times, promoting racial segregation and eugenics in the early 
twentieth century, and then civil rights and affirmative action in the later 
decades of that century. In other countries and in different eras, intergroup 
differences have led to even more varied and extreme consequences, 
including outright civil war and mass murder. 

Such issues and patterns will be explored in the chapters that follow. 
Most, but not all, of these chapters first appeared in a special section on 
race that was added to the revised edition of a much larger and more 
sweeping study, Intellectuals and Society. Here I have belatedly taken the 
advice of my research assistant Na Liu, and published these chapters in a 
separate book for those who wish to focus on racial issues, rather than take 
on the larger and more time-consuming task of traveling on a more 
sweeping journey across the landscape of intellectuals’ influences on issues 
ranging from economics to law to war and peace. 

New chapters have been added to this book, including the last chapter 
exploring current trends, in hopes of discerning their implications for the 
future. The chapters that precede this effort to foresee what lies ahead 
should tell us enough about what has already happened to make it obvious 
how large are the stakes and how difficult the choices facing this generation 
and those that will follow. If this book succeeds in simply demonstrating 
through its facts and analysis how inadequate, and even dangerous, the 
currently fashionable assumptions and catch phrases about race are, it will 
have achieved its purpose. 


Chapter 1 


Questions About Race 


Like many things that people are reluctant to discuss in polite society, or to 
discuss honestly, race is too important to be ignored or— worse yet— to 
think about only in the safe conventions and evasive phrases of our time. 
Too much of the history of race, in countries around the world, has been a 
story of hostility and hatred, and often a story written in blood. Ignorance 
about race is a luxury that few people of any race can afford. 
Misinformation is even worse, even when it is well-meaning 
misinformation. 

The emotional difficulties of discussing race are matched by the 
intellectual difficulties. These difficulties begin with defining race itself. 
Ideally, we might think of a race as a set of people genetically and indelibly 
different from others in physical characteristics of one sort or another. But 
the ideal and the reality can differ as much when it comes to race as in any 
other aspect of human life. People have been singled out for racial 
discrimination, or even extermination, who looked so much like other 
members of the society in which they lived that they had to be forced to 
dress differently or to wear identifying insignia. Some have defined race 
broadly, such as black, white and yellow races, while others have 
considered Anglo-Saxons, Slavs and Celts to be different races. Racial 
intermixtures complicate definitions even more.* 

Race is not entirely in the eye of the beholder, but it is a social concept 
with a biological basis. A stricter definition could lose touch with realities 
in societies where intermarriage is sharply increasing. Nor is intermarriage 
the ultimate solution to racial problems that many once thought. Jews in 
Germany in the 1920s had high rates of intermarriage,! but that did not stop 
the rise of Hitler in the 1930s or the Holocaust in the 1940s. Indeed, 
intermarriage led to larger numbers of offspring being classified as Jews, 
with tragic consequences. Arbitrary demarcations and inconsistent 
definitions of race have marked societies preoccupied with race, including 
the South of the Jim Crow era in the United States and white-ruled South 
Africa of the apartheid era. 

Many have yearned for a society where race was irrelevant, and some 
saw the election of the first black President of the United States as a major 


step toward that kind of society. But polls on support for, and opposition to, 
that president among different ethnic groups are just one sign of continuing 
racial polarization. In short, no matter how ultimately irrelevant race may 
seem to some, racial issues show no sign of going away. They cannot be 
ignored. The only question is how we confront them. 

That is a special question when it comes to intellectuals, because their 
views can influence the way millions of other people see race, as the 
tendencies, preconceptions and conclusions of the intelligentsia spread 
through the media and educational institutions from the schools to the 
universities. For better or worse, intellectuals have played a large role in 
racial issues in many countries around the world. In the United States, they 
have played opposite roles on racial issues in the early twentieth century as 
contrasted with the late twentieth century. These roles and these issues are 
explored in the chapters that follow, leading to many conclusions very 
different from those currently prevailing in the media, in politics or in 
academia. 

Both “intellectuals” and “race” are words with many elusive definitions. 
By “intellectuals” is meant here people in a particular occupation— namely, 
people whose work begins and ends with ideas. It is an occupational 
designation, rather than an honorific title, and implies nothing about the 
mental level of those in that occupation. Chemists or chess grandmasters 
may be of equal or greater mental accomplishment, but they are not 
intellectuals because their work ends with an outcome subject to empirical 
verification by known standards, while the outcomes of the work of 
intellectuals are subject essentially to peer consensus. Even in academia, 
professors of medicine or engineering are not what come to mind when 
intellectuals are discussed, even though they may be the mental equals or 
superiors of professors of sociology or literature. 

These are not just verbal issues about nomenclature. Any attempt to have 
rational discourse requires that those with different views have a common 
language in which to discuss their differences. And there is no subject more 
in need of rational discourse than is the subject of race. 

While Americans are rightly concerned about issues involving racial and 
ethnic groups in their own country, such issues are common in other 
societies around the world. Moreover, even to understand what is happening 
in one country may require some knowledge of the extent to which similar 


things have been present in other societies, and whether they have led to 
similar or different outcomes. 

This is especially so when a given outcome in one country is attributed to 
a given factor— and yet that same outcome can be found in other countries 
where that factor is absent. For example, when lower class whites in Britain 
exhibit strikingly similar behavior patterns to those of blacks in America, 
attributing those behavior patterns among American blacks to “a legacy of 
slavery” or to past or contemporary racial discrimination, is offering an 
explanation which obviously cannot apply to lower class Britons who have 
experienced neither. That then calls into question to what extent it applies to 
American blacks, though many take such explanations as a foregone 
conclusion requiring no further inquiry or closer scrutiny. 

Much that has been said on many sides of racial and ethnic issues 
requires far more inquiry and far closer scrutiny than that behind currently 
prevailing views. This book attempts to provide some of that further inquiry 
and closer scrutiny. 

E. Franklin Frazier urged that the history of black Americans be studied 
in a larger, international context.” In the chapters that follow, American 
racial and ethnic issues in general will be put in an international context. 
This neither assumes nor denies the uniqueness of American racial and 
ethnic issues, but lets that be an empirical question. 

There is no subject that is more in need of dispassionate analysis, careful 
factual research and a fearless and honest discussion than is race. Ideally, 
we might look to intellectuals for such things. But it is also true that the 
mental skills and verbal dexterity of intellectuals can be used to evade 
evidence and promote whatever beliefs or agendas are in vogue among their 
peers. The intelligentsia in the media can decide what to emphasize, what to 
downplay and what to ignore entirely when it comes to race. These may be 
individual choices, rather than a conspiracy, but individual choices growing 
out of a common vision of the world can produce results all too similar to 
what is produced by centralized censorship or propaganda. 

As a concrete example, statistics comparing American blacks and whites 
in many respects— jobs, incomes, and mortgage approval rates, for 
example— are often drawn from data that include similar information about 
Asian Americans. Yet seldom are the Asian American data included in 
news stories, or even in academic studies, which conclude that racial 
discrimination explains much or most of the disparities between blacks and 


whites. In many, if not most, cases, reporting the data for Asian Americans 
would undermine, if not devastate, the conclusions reached from black- 
white comparisons. 

In the job market, for example, it has often been said over the years that 
blacks are “the last hired and the first fired,” since black employees are 
often terminated during an economic downturn sooner or to a greater extent 
than white employees. Data thus seem to substantiate this social vision of 
the world common among the intelligentsia and others. But if data on Asian 
Americans were included— which seldom happens— it would turn out that 
white employees are usually let go before Asian American employees.*® Can 
this be attributed to racial discrimination against whites by employers who 
are usually white themselves? More fundamentally, can we accept statistical 
data as showing discrimination in cases where that reinforces existing 
preconceptions, and then reject the same kind of data when it goes counter 
to those preconceptions? 

It is much the same story when examining what happens to people who 
apply for mortgage loans. There has been much indignant outcry in the 
media when statistics have shown that black applicants for mortgage loans 
were turned down more often than white applicants. Newspapers across the 
country, as well as television commentators, have treated such statistics as 
proof of racial discrimination by white banks against black applicants for 
mortgage loans. Yet statistical data on Asian Americans have been 
conspicuous by their absence from these comparisons as well. If such data 
are included, it turns out that, in 2000, black applicants were turned down 
for prime mortgage loans twice as often as white applicants— and white 
applicants were turned down nearly twice as often as Asian American 
applicants.* 

The question arises again whether we are going to accept statistical data 
as evidence of racial discrimination when it fits the preconceptions of the 
intelligentsia and reject it when it goes counter to those preconceptions. In 
the case of mortgage loans, there is other evidence against the conclusions 
reached almost universally in the media and in academia. Average credit 
scores are higher among whites than among blacks— and higher among 
Asian Americans than among whites. Taking into account the data for 
Asian Americans threatens to reduce a moral melodrama to a mundane 
matter of elementary economics in which lenders are more likely to lend to 
people who are more likely to pay them back. 


Since many, if not most, of those financial officials who actually make 
the decision to lend, or not to lend, do so on the basis of paperwork passed 
on to them from others who do the face to face interviews with applicants, it 
is doubtful whether these decision-making officials even know the race of 
the applicants. But differences in credit scores and other qualifications 
virtually guarantee racial disparities in outcomes anyway. Again, it seems 
hardly likely that white-owned banks are discriminating against whites and 
in favor of Asian Americans. Moreover, black-owned banks turn down 
black mortgage loan applicants at an even higher rate than do white-owned 
banks,° and it seems equally unlikely that this is due to racial 
discrimination. 

It is much the same story in the public schools, where black students are 
disciplined for misbehavior more often than white students— who in turn 
are disciplined more often than Asian American students.’ Again, the 
question must be faced whether disparities in outcomes represent disparities 
in behavior or disparities in the way that others treat various races. 
Certainly the disparities themselves cannot be denied, however much 
different observers may attribute these disparities to very different causes. 
This extends far beyond questions of blacks and whites in the United States 
because, as we shall see, disparities of similar or greater magnitude are 
common in other countries around the world. 

Uncritical use of statistics risks many pitfalls. The very definitions used 
with statistical data create traps for the unwary. For example, when the 
Ravenswood School District in California turned out to have the country’s 
highest rate of disciplining of students who are “Asian and Pacific 
Islanders,” that was taken by some as showing racial discrimination. 
However, the omnibus category “Asian and Pacific Islanders” includes 
many very different groups. People whose ancestors originated in China, 
India or Japan are very different in many ways from people who originated 
in Guam or Samoa. In most places in the United States, most of the “Asian 
and Pacific Islanders” are people from the mainland of Asia. But, in the 
Ravenswood School District, most of the students who are “Asian and 
Pacific Islanders” are the offspring of Pacific Islanders.? Comparisons of 
outcomes in this school district with outcomes in other school districts 
across the country are comparisons of apples and oranges. 

This small example is a microcosm of problems involved in attempting to 
understand racial and ethnic issues, whether these issues are expressed in 


numbers or in words, and whether they are expressed by the intelligentsia, 
the media or academia. 


* A white Congressman once said of black Congressman Augustus 
Hawkins, “Gus Hawkins is whiter than I am.” 


Chapter 2 


Disparities and Their Causes 


Any serious study of racial and ethnic groups, whether in a given society or 
in a wide variety of societies in countries around the world, repeatedly 
encounters the inescapable fact of large and numerous disparities among 
these groups, whether in income, education, crime rates, IQs or many other 
things. These differences cannot be dismissed as mere “perceptions” or 
“stereotypes,” nor can they be automatically attributed to some one given 
cause, such as genetics, as was often the primary cause cited in the early 
twentieth century, or to maltreatment by others, as was equally often cited 
in the late twentieth century. 

The sources of these disparities are numerous and complex, and they 
must be confronted in their complexity, if we are seeking the truth, rather 
than trying to promote a vision or an agenda. 


THE REALITY OF DISPARITIES 


Sometimes minorities are on the short end of disparities (as in the United 
States, Britain and France), and sometimes it is a majority that lags behind 
(as in Malaysia, Indonesia or the Ottoman Empire). Sometimes the 
disparities are blamed on discrimination, sometimes on genes, but in any 
event the disparities are treated as oddities that need explaining, no matter 
how common such supposed oddities are in countries around the world or 
in how many centuries they have been common. Because intellectuals’ 
assumptions about these disparities are so deeply ingrained, so widely 
disseminated, and have such powerful ramifications on so many issues, it is 
worth taking a closer and longer look at the facts of the real world, now and 
in the past. 

Where minorities have outperformed politically dominant majorities, it is 
especially difficult to make the case that discrimination is the cause.* A 
study of the Ottoman Empire, for example, found that “of the 40 private 
bankers listed in Istanbul in 1912 not one bore a Muslim name.” Nor was 
even one of the 34 stockbrokers in Istanbul a Turk. Of the capital assets of 
284 industrial firms employing five or more workers, 50 percent were 
owned by Greeks and another 20 percent by Armenians.! In the seventeenth 


century Ottoman Empire, the palace medical staff consisted of 41 Jews and 
21 Muslims.” 

The racial or ethnic minorities who have owned or directed more than 
half of whole industries in particular nations have included the Chinese in 
Malaysia,* the Lebanese in West Africa,* Greeks in the Ottoman Empire,’ 
Britons in Argentina,° Belgians in Russia,’ Jews in Poland,® and Spaniards 
in Chile-— among many others. As of 1921, members of the Tamil 
minority in Ceylon outnumbered members of the Sinhalese majority in that 
country’s medical profession.!? In America, there were eight times during 
the twentieth century when a baseball player stole 100 or more bases in a 
season; all eight times that player was black.!! 

Groups have differed greatly in innumerable endeavors in countries 
around the world. In 1908, Germans were the sole producers of the 
following products in Brazil’s state of Sao Paulo: metal furniture, trunks, 
stoves, paper, hats, neckties, leather, soap, glass, matches, beer, confections, 
and carriages.!* People of Japanese ancestry who settled in that same state 
produced more than two-thirds of the potatoes and more than 90 percent of 
the tomatoes.!* Exporters from the Lebanese minority in the African nation 
of Sierra Leone accounted for 85 percent of the exports of ginger in 1954 
and 93 percent in 1955.!4 In 1949, Lebanese truckers in Sierra Leone 
outnumbered African truckers and European truckers combined. !> 

In 1921, more than three-fifths of all the commerce in Poland was 
conducted by Jews, who were only 11 percent of the population.!® In 1948, 
members of the Indian minority owned roughly nine-tenths of all the cotton 
gins in Uganda.!” In colonial Ceylon, the textile, retailing, wholesaling, and 
import businesses were all largely in the hands of people of Indian ancestry, 
rather than in the hands of the Sinhalese majority. 

As early as 1887, more than twice as many Italians as Argentines had 
bank accounts in the Banco de la Provincia de Buenos Aires,'? even 
though most nineteenth-century Italian immigrants arrived in Argentina 
destitute and began working in the lowest, hardest, and most “menial” jobs. 
In the United States, knowledge of the frugality of Italian immigrants, and 
their reliability in repaying debts, even when they had low incomes, caused 
a bank to be set up to attract this clientele in San Francisco, under the name 
“Bank of Italy.” It became so successful that it spread out to the larger 
society, and eventually became the largest bank in the world under its new 


name, “Bank of America.” The frugality of Italians was not simply a 
“perception” or a “stereotype,” as A.P. Giannini well knew when he set up 
this bank. As far away as Australia, Italians “earned a reputation for 
scrupulous honesty in the repayment of their debts, and were frequently 
able to secure more extensive loans than Australians.”*! 

At one period of history or another, when it was not one specific racial or 
ethnic minority dominating an industry or occupation, it has often been 
foreigners in general, leaving the majority population of a country 
outnumbered, or even non-existent, in whole sectors of their own economy. 
Even after the middle of the twentieth century, most of the industrial 
enterprises in Chile were controlled by either immigrants or the children of 
immigrants.2* At various times and places, foreign minorities have 
predominated in particular industries or occupations over the majority 
populations of Peru,” Switzerland,” Malaysia,” Argentina,?° Russia,” 
much of the Balkans,”° the Middle East,?? and Southeast Asia.?? Indeed, it 
has been a worldwide phenomenon, found even in some economically 
advanced countries, as well as being common in less advanced countries. 

In the nineteenth century, Scottish highlanders were not as prosperous as 
Scottish lowlanders, whether in Scotland itself or as immigrants living in 
Australia or the United States.*! In the twentieth century, Gaelic-speaking 
children in the Hebrides Islands off Scotland did not score as high on IQ 
tests as the English-speaking children there.** Rates of alcoholism among 
Irish-Americans have at one time been some multiple of the rates of 
alcoholism among Italian Americans or Jewish Americans.*? In the days of 
the Soviet Union, the consumption of cognac in Estonia was more than 
seven times what it was in Uzbekistan.*+ In Malaysia during the 1960s, 
students from the Chinese minority earned more than 400 degrees in 
engineering, while students from the Malay majority earned just four 
engineering degrees during that same decade.*> 

Such examples could be extended almost indefinitely,* and so could the 
reasons for the disparities. But a more fundamental question must be faced: 
Was there ever any realistic chance that the various races would have had 
the same skills, experience and general capabilities, even if they had the 
same genetic potential and faced no discrimination? 


FACTORS BEHIND DISPARITIES 


Different races, after all, developed in different parts of the world, in very 
different geographic settings, which presented very different opportunities 
and restrictions on their economic and cultural evolution over a period of 
centuries. 

There is no way, for example, that the patterns of economic and social 
life which originated and evolved in Europe could have originated among 
the indigenous peoples of the Western Hemisphere, where the horses that 
were central to everything from farming to transportation to warfare in 
Europe simply did not exist anywhere in the Western Hemisphere when the 
European invaders arrived and began transplanting horses across the 
Atlantic to the New World. Take horses out of the history of Europe and a 
very different kind of economy and society would have had to evolve, in 
order to be viable. Not only horses were lacking in the Western 
Hemisphere, neither were there oxen, which were common in both Europe 
and Asia. There were, in short, no such heavy-duty beasts of burden in the 
Western Hemisphere as existed on the vast Eurasian land mass, where most 
of the human race has lived throughout recorded history. The way of life in 
these different regions of the world had no basis on which to be the same— 
which is to say, there was no way for the skills and experiences of the races 
in these regions to be the same. 

The wheel has often been regarded as fundamental to economic and 
social advances but, for most of the history of the human race, the value of 
wheeled vehicles depended to a great extent on the presence of draft 
animals to pull those vehicles— and there were no wheeled vehicles in any 
of the economies of the Western Hemisphere when the Europeans arrived. 
The Mayans had invented wheels, but they were used on children’s toys,*° 
so the issue was not the intellectual capacity to invent the wheel but the 
circumstances that make wheels more valuable or less valuable. Clearly, the 
way of life among the indigenous peoples of the Western Hemisphere could 
not have been the same as that on the Eurasian land mass, when there were 
neither wheeled vehicles nor draft animals in the Western Hemisphere when 
the Europeans and their animals arrived. Regardless of which race lived in 
Europe or in the Western Hemisphere, they would have faced very different 
opportunities or restrictions as regards their economic and cultural 
development before they encountered each other, and could hardly have 
been the same at that time. 


Geographic differences between Europe and sub-Saharan Africa are even 
more numerous and more drastic than those between Europe and the 
Western Hemisphere.*’ In addition to severe geographic limitations on the 
production of wealth, due to deficiencies of soil and unreliable rainfall 
patterns,’ sub-Saharan Africa has had severe geographic restrictions on 
communications among its own fragmented peoples, and of these peoples 
with the peoples of the outside world, due to a dearth of navigable 
waterways within sub-Saharan Africa, as well as a dearth of natural harbors, 
the difficulties of maintaining draft animals because of the disease-carrying 
tsetse fly, and the vast barrier of the Sahara desert, which is several times 
the size of any other desert in the world, and as large as the 48 contiguous 
states of the United States. With an expanse of sand that size standing 
between them and the outside world to the north, and with three oceans on 
the other sides of them, the peoples of sub-Saharan Africa have long been 
among the most insulated from the rest of the human race. 

Isolated peoples in many parts of the world have for centuries lagged 
behind others, whether the isolation has been caused by mountains, deserts, 
or islands far from the nearest mainland. Eminent French historian Fernand 
Braudel pointed out, “mountain life persistently lagged behind the plain.”*? 
The inhabitants of the Canary Islands were people of a Caucasian race who 
were living at a stone-age level when they were discovered by the 
Spaniards in the fifteenth century.*? On the other side of the world, the 
similarly isolated Australian aborigines similarly lagged far behind the 
progress of the outside world.*! Sub-Saharan Africans have been part of a 
worldwide pattern of isolated peoples lagging behind others in technology, 
organization and in other ways. 

In addition to having many geographic barriers limiting their access to 
the peoples and cultures of other lands, sub-Saharan Africans also faced 
internal geographic barriers limiting their access to each other. The resulting 
internal cultural fragmentation is indicated by the fact that, while Africans 
are only about ten percent of the world’s population, they have one-third of 
the world’s languages.” 

Eventually, the severe isolation of many sub-Saharan Africans was ended 
in the modern era, as that of other severely isolated peoples was ended, but 
that was after millennia in which these isolated peoples had developed 
whole ways of life very different from the ways of life that developed 
among those peoples of Europe and Asia who had far greater access to a far 


wider cultural universe. Moreover, cultures— whole ways of life— do not 
simply evaporate when conditions change, whether among Africans or 
others. Long-standing and deep-seated cultural differences can become 
cultural barriers, even after the geographic barriers that created cultural 
isolation have been overcome with the growth of modern transportation and 
communication. As distinguished cultural historian Oscar Handlin put it: 
“men are not blank tablets upon which the environment inscribes a culture 
which can readily be erased to make way for a new inscription.”4* As 
another noted historian put it: “We do not live in the past, but the past in 
us. 

Even the geographic differences between Eastern Europe and Western 
Europe* have left the peoples of Eastern Europe with a lower standard of 
living than that of Western Europeans for centuries, including in our own 
times a larger economic disparity between the people in these two regions 
of Europe than the per capita income disparity between blacks and whites in 
the United States.*° As Professor Angelo Codevilla of Boston University 
put it, “a European child will have a very different life depending on 
whether that baby was born east or west of a line that starts at the Baltics 
and stretches southward along Poland’s eastern border, down Slovakia’s 
western border and along the eastern border of Hungary, then continues 
down through the middle of Bosnia to the Adriatic Sea.”*’ Both geography 
and history have for centuries presented very different opportunities to 
people born east and west of that line.’ 

In addition to the inherent geographic advantages that Western Europe 
has had over Eastern Europe— for example, more navigable waterways 
leading to the open seas, with Western European rivers and harbors not 
being frozen over as often or as long in winter as rivers and harbors in 
Eastern Europe, due to the warming effect of the Gulf Stream on Western 
Europe— another major historic advantage growing out of geography is 
that Western Europe was more readily accessible to invasion by Roman 
conquerors. Despite the ruthless slaughters in those conquests and the 
subsequent brutal oppressions by the Roman overlords, among the lasting 
advantages which the Roman conquests brought to Western Europe were 
Roman letters, so that Western European languages had written versions, 
centuries before the languages of Eastern Europe did. 

To the enormous advantages of literacy, as such, Western Europeans had 
the further advantage of a far greater accumulation of written knowledge in 


their languages, even after the languages of Eastern Europe began to 
develop written versions, but still had not yet caught up with the centuries- 
long accumulations of knowledge written in Western European languages. 

Literacy was not the only thing that moved from west to east in Europe. 
So did coins, printing presses, castles, crossbows, paved streets, and 
vaccinations, among other economic and social advances. But all of this 
took time, sometimes centuries. Moreover, people from Western Europe— 
Germans, Jews and others— were often a majority of the population in 
Eastern European cities in earlier centuries, while Slavs remained a huge 
majority in the surrounding countrysides. For example, before 1312 the 
official records of the city of Cracow were kept in German— and the 
transition, at that point, was to Latin. Only decades later did Poles become a 
majority of the population in Cracow.’ The towns of medieval East Central 
Europe were often cultural enclaves of foreigners— again, mostly Germans, 
but with many Jews as well and, in the Balkans, Greeks and Armenians, 
joined in later centuries by Turks.°? 

In short, there has been for centuries, not only a disparity between the 
opportunities and advances in the two halves of Europe, but great 
disparities within Eastern Europe itself between the indigenous peoples of 
the region and the transplanted Western Europeans living in Eastern 
Europe, the Baltic and the Balkans. Neither genes nor discrimination are 
necessary to explain this situation, though some intellectuals and politicians 
have chosen to claim that the differences have been due to race and others 
have chosen to blame social injustices. Many other racial and other groups 
in many other parts of the world have likewise ended up with large 
disparities in opportunities and achievements, for reasons that range across 
a wide spectrum and cannot be reduced to genes or injustices. 

How could people living in the Himalayas develop the seafaring skills of 
people living in ports around the Mediterranean? How could the Bedouins 
of the Sahara know as much about fishing as the Polynesians of the Pacific 
— or the Polynesians know as much about camels as the Bedouins? How 
could Eskimos be as proficient at growing tropical crops as the people of 
Hawaii or the Caribbean? 

Such considerations are far more crucial for practical knowledge than for 
academic knowledge. Ph.D.s in mathematics can have the same knowledge 
in Delhi as in Paris. However, in the world of mundane but consequential 
knowledge, how could an industrial revolution have originated in places 


which lack the key natural resources— iron ore and coal— and are too 
geographically inaccessible for those resources to be transported to them 
without prohibitive costs? The industrial revolution could hardly have 
begun in the Balkans or Hawaii, regardless of what people were living there 
— and neither could the people in those places have developed the same 
industrial skills, habits and ways of life at the same time as people in other 
places where the industrial revolution did in fact begin. 

There is no need to replace genetic determinism with geographic 
determinism. While there are other factors which operate against the 
presumed equality of developed capabilities among people with equal 
potential, the point here is that geography alone is enough to prevent 
equality of developed capabilities, even if all races have identical 
potentialities and there is no discrimination. Nor is it necessary to determine 
the relative weights of geographic, demographic, cultural and other factors, 
when the more fundamental point is that each of these factors makes equal 
outcomes among races, classes or other subdivisions of the human species 
progressively less likely. 

Among the many different groups in countries around the world, very 
few have ever matched the major role played by the Jains from India in the 
cutting of diamonds for the world market, whether the Jains lived in India 
or in Amsterdam. People of German ancestry have been similarly 
prominent in the brewing of beer, whether in Germany or in the United 
States, where the best-selling brands of beer were created by people of 
German ancestry, as was true of China’s famous Tsingtao beer. In 
nineteenth century Argentina, German beer drove English ale from the local 
market, while Germans also established breweries in Australia and Brazil, 
as they had brewed beer in the days of the Roman Empire. 

Jews have been similarly prominent, if not predominant, in the apparel 
industry, whether in medieval Spain, the Ottoman Empire, Eastern Europe, 
Argentina or the United States. Yet intellectuals’ emphasis on external 
circumstances over internal cultures led an academic historian to say that 
Jewish immigrants to the United States were fortunate that they arrived in 
this country just when the garment industry was about to take off.°! The 
same coincidence seems to have occurred in a number of other countries, 
just as the arrival of large numbers of overseas Chinese in various countries 
in Southeast Asia galvanized particular sectors of the economies there, and 


the arrival of the Huguenots galvanized the watch-making industry in 
seventeenth-century England. 

In addition to intergroup differences in particular occupational skills, 
there are large and consequential differences in median age. Some groups 
differ by a decade in median age and others differ by two decades or 
more.°* Large differences among groups in median age occur both within 
nations and between nations. Just among Asian Americans, the median age 
ranges from 43 years old for Japanese Americans to 24 years old for 
Americans of Cambodian ancestry.**? Among nations, the median age in 
Germany and Japan is over forty, while the median age in Afghanistan and 
Yemen is under twenty.°* How a group of people, whether races or nations, 
whose median ages are decades apart could have the same knowledge, 
skills and experience— or have the same outcomes that depend on such 
knowledge, skills and experience— is a question that need not be faced by 
those who proceed as if disparities in outcomes must indicate differences in 
genes or discrimination, rather than numerous other factors that create 
disparities in inputs. 

Historical happenstances— the fact that certain decisive military battles 
could easily have gone the other way, and changed the future of whole 
nations and races— are among those other factors. Had the battle of Tours 
in 732 or the siege of Vienna in 1529 gone the other way, this could be a 
very different world today. But these other factors besides geography tend 
to remove equal developed capabilities even further from the realm of 
reality. 

Since the geography of the planet is not something “socially 
constructed,” the misfortunes of lagging groups are not automatically a 
social injustice, even if they can be conceived of as injustices from some 
cosmic perspective, in the sense that many peoples have suffered serious 
deprivations through no fault of their own. Putting the onus on society by 
calling these deprivations a violation of “social justice” may be a verbal sop 
to those who are lagging, but it points them away from the paths by which 
other lagging groups have advanced themselves in the past, by pointing 
them toward blaming other people. 

Cultural attitudes, which in some societies create a rigid division between 
“women’s work” and “men’s work,” or which make manual labor repugnant 
to people with education, or caste-ridden societies which drastically limit 
the sources from which particular talents can be drawn for accomplishing 


particular tasks, all affect the economic potential of a given society. A 
society which throws away the talents and potentialities of half its 
population by making many economic roles and endeavors off-limits to 
women can hardly be expected to match the economic performances of 
societies which do not restrict their own prospects like this. In a society 
with rigid class or caste divisions, the highly varied talents and 
potentialities which arise among individuals may not arise solely, or even 
predominantly, among those individuals who happen to be born within the 
rigid class or caste stratifications in which their talents and potentialities are 
considered appropriate, or in which those talents and potentialities have 
opportunities to reach fruition. 

These are among the many reasons why societies, races and civilizations 
are extremely unlikely to have identical achievements, even in the complete 
absence of genetic deficiencies or social injustices. 

What does all this boil down to? 


1. Grossly uneven distributions of racial, ethnic and other groups in 
numerous fields of endeavor have been common in countries around 
the world and for centuries of recorded history. 


2. The even, proportional or statistically random distribution of these 
groups, which has been taken as a norm, deviations from which have 
been regarded as evidence of either genetic differences in ability (in 
the early 20th century) or as evidence of maltreatment by others (in 
the late 20th century) has seldom, if ever, been demonstrated 
empirically, or even been asked to be demonstrated. 


The disparity in burdens of proof for different beliefs about the causes of 
inequality of outcomes rivals the disparities in these outcomes themselves. 
Not only in the American media and popular discourse, but in academic 
institutions and in courts of law— all the way up to the Supreme Court of 
the United States— no burden of proof whatever is required for the 
presumption that disparate outcomes at a given institution constitute prima 
facie evidence of discrimination at that institution, which legally shifts the 
burden of proof of innocence to the accused, contrary to legal traditions in 
other contexts, where it is the accuser who has the burden of proof, whether 
in criminal or civil cases. 


BEHAVIOR AND BELIEFS 


Not only do different racial, ethnic, and other groups differ in their 
occupational skills and experience, they tend also to differ in their beliefs 
and behavior toward other groups and internally among themselves. 

Reluctance to associate with any group, whether at work or in 
neighborhood or other settings, is almost automatically attributed by the 
intelligentsia to ignorance, prejudice or malice— in utter disregard of not 
only the first-hand experience of those who are reluctant, but also of 
objective data on vast differences in rates of crime, alcoholism, and 
substandard school performances between groups, even though such 
differences have been common in countries around the world for centuries. 

Cholera, for example, was unknown in America until large numbers of 
Irish immigrants arrived in the nineteenth century, and cholera outbreaks in 
New York and Philadelphia went largely through Irish neighborhoods.°° 
People who did not want to live near Irish immigrants, as a result of 
diseases, violence and other social pathology rampant in the Irish 
communities of that era, cannot be automatically dismissed as blinded by 
prejudice or deceived by stereotypes.* Strenuous efforts, especially by the 
Catholic Church, to change the behavior patterns within Irish American 
communities,’ suggest that it was not all a matter of other people’s 
“perceptions” or “stereotypes.” Moreover, these efforts within Irish 
American communities ultimately paid off, as barriers against the Irish, 
epitomized by employers’ signs that said “No Irish Need Apply,” faded 
away over the generations. 

Such barriers were not simply a matter of mistaken or malign ideas in 
other people’s heads, nor were the Irish simply abstract people in an 
abstract world, however much that vision may flatter intellectuals’ desires 
to be on the side of the angels against the forces of evil. There is no need to 
go to the opposite extreme and claim that all negative views of all groups 
are based on valid reasons. The point here is that this is an empirical 
question to be investigated in terms of the particular facts of the particular 
group at a particular time and place— a process circumvented by reasoning 
as if discussing abstract people in an abstract world. 

People sort themselves out in innumerable ways, both between races and 
within races, as well as in situations where race is not a salient factor. For 
example, studies have shown the correlation between the IQs of husbands 


and their wives to be similar to— and sometimes greater than— the 
correlation between the IQs of brothers and sisters,>’ even though there is 
no genetic or biological reason for spouses to be similar in IQ. Only the fact 
that people behave differently toward people whom they perceive as similar 
to themselves seems likely to explain IQ correlations between people who 
get married, even though they do not give IQ tests to one another before 
deciding to wed. 

It is easy to tell when different racial and ethnic groups live separately 
when these groups have physical differences that are visible to the naked 
eye— blacks and whites being an obvious example. However, such 
residential differences are common in countries around the world, even 
when there are no physical differences to catch the eye of observers. 

As late as the second half of the twentieth century, if one wished to have 
Americans of northern European ancestry and Americans of southern 
European ancestry living randomly distributed with one another in the New 
York metropolitan area, it would be necessary to move just over half of all 
Americans of southern European ancestry.°> At the beginning of the 
twentieth century, when Jewish immigrants and their children were 
concentrated on the Lower East Side of Manhattan, they were not randomly 
distributed; Hungarian Jews were clustered together, as were Polish, 
Rumanian and other Jews.°? Meanwhile, German Jews lived uptown. In 
Chicago, when Eastern European Jews began moving into German Jewish 
neighborhoods, German Jews began moving out.°? 

It was much the same story among blacks in Chicago. Sociological 
studies by E. Franklin Frazier in the 1930s found different classes of blacks 
living in different parts of Chicago’s black community. Some black 
neighborhoods in Chicago had delinquency rates over 40 percent and others 
had delinquency rates under 2 percent.°! Meanwhile, in Harlem during the 
same era, “Observant subway riders could see the porters and domestics get 
off at West 125th Street, the clerks and secretaries depart at West 135th 
Street, and the doctors and lawyers leave at West 145th Street.’© 

In Italian East Harlem, people from Genoa lived clustered together and 
separate from the clusters of Italians from Naples or Sicily. Similar 
regional clusters of Italians existed on New York’s Lower East side, as well 
as in San Francisco, Cleveland, New Haven and other American cities. 
None of this was peculiar to the United States. Similar clusters of Italians 


from particular places in Italy were also common in Buenos Aires and 
Toronto during the immigrant era.° 

Considering an opposite approach may make the difference between 
reasoning in the abstract and reasoning in the concrete stand out more 
sharply. When a scholarly study of economic development in Latin America 
concluded, “Costa Rica is different from Nicaragua because Costa Ricans 
are different from Nicaraguans,”®© its conclusion— whatever its merits or 
demerits— was one almost unthinkable within the confines of the vision 
prevailing among intellectuals today, even as a hypothesis to be tested. The 
opposite approach— treating Costa Ricans and Nicaraguans as if they were 
abstract people in an abstract world, whose differences in outcomes could 
only be a result of external circumstances— has been far more common 
among the intelligentsia. 


* The problems with genetics as an all-purpose explanation will be dealt 
with in the next chapter. 


* For example, a study of military forces in countries around the world 
found that “militaries fall far short of mirroring, even roughly, the multi- 
ethnic societies” from which they come. Cynthia H. Enloe, Police, Military 
and Ethnicity: Foundations of State Power (New Brunswick: Transaction 
Books, 1980), p. 143. Another massive scholarly study of ethnic groups in 
countries around the world concluded that, when discussing “proportional 
representation” of ethnic groups, “few, if any, societies have ever 
approximated this description.” Donald L. Horowitz, Ethnic Groups in 
Conflict (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1985), p. 677. Yet 
another such international study of ethnic groups referred to “the 
universality of ethnic inequality” and pointed out that these inequalities are 
multi-dimensional: “All multi-ethnic societies exhibit a tendency for ethnic 
groups to engage in different occupations, have different levels (and, often, 
types) of education, receive different incomes, and occupy a different place 
in the social hierarchy.” Myron Weiner, “The Pursuit of Ethnic Equality 
through Preferential Policies: A Comparative Public Policy Perspective,” 


From Independence to Statehood, edited by Robert B. Goldmann and A. 
Jeyaratnam Wilson (London: Frances Pinter, 1984), p. 64. 


* “The Germans in St. Louis were principally concentrated in the northern 
and southern sections of the city. The Irish also had their own special area, 
and it was never safe to venture from one section into the other... Rioting 
occurred also when Irish rowdies interfered with German picnics, 
frequently for no apparent reason except to add excitement to an otherwise 
dull Sunday.” Carl Wittke, The Irish in America (New York: Russell & 
Russell, 1970), p. 183. 


Chapter 3 


Changing Racial Beliefs 


For centuries, there have been beliefs that some races are superior to others. 
Various developments in the second half of the nineteenth century, and in 
the early twentieth century, turned such general beliefs into organized 
ideologies with the aura of “science,” often creating the very dogmatism 
among intellectuals that science is meant to counter. By the end of the 
twentieth century, opposite ideologies about race would prevail among 
intellectuals, sometimes also invoking the name of science, with no more 
justification and with the same dismissive attitude toward those who dared 
to disagree with the currently prevailing vision. 

The term “race,” as it was used in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries, was not confined to broad divisions of the human species, such as 
black, white and yellow races. Differences among Slavs, Jews and Anglo- 
Saxons were often referred to as “racial” differences as well. Madison 
Grant’s influential 1916 best-seller, The Passing of the Great Race, was 
one of those writings which divided Europeans into Nordic, Alpine and 
Mediterranean “races,” among others.! 

Rather than become bogged down in semantic issues, we can refer to 
racial and ethnic groups loosely under the rubric of race, in part because 
more precise definitions could easily lose touch with social realities, in a 
world of growing racial intermixtures over the generations. These 
biological intermixtures have accelerated in our own times, even as the 
stridency of separate racial identity rhetoric has increased. These include 
people bitterly complaining about how half their ancestors mistreated the 
other half, as a current grievance of their own, whether among the Maoris 
of New Zealand or among various American racial or ethnic groups. 

With race, as with war, twentieth century intellectuals were concentrated 
on one end of the spectrum in the early years and then on the opposite end 
of the spectrum in later years. The prevailing over-arching vision among 
intellectuals— that is, a preference for a society guided from the top down 
by ideas inspired by intellectual elites— was the same at the beginning and 
end of that century. But this general preference need not require a 
commitment to a particular view of a particular issue such as race, even 
though whatever view happened to prevail among the intelligentsia at a 


given time was often deemed to be almost axiomatically superior to 
conflicting views held by others— these other views often being treated as 
unworthy of serious intellectual engagement. In the early twentieth century, 
Madison Grant referred to those who disagreed with his genetic 
determinism as sentimentalists* and, in the late twentieth century, those who 
disagreed with the prevailing racial orthodoxy of that era were often 
dismissed as racists. 

Intellectuals on opposite ends of the spectrum in different eras have been 
similar in another way: Both have tended to ignore the long-standing 
warning from statisticians that correlation is not causation. One race may be 
more successful than another at a particular endeavor, or a whole range of 
endeavors, for reasons that are neither genetic nor a result of the way the 
society in which they live treats them. As noted in Chapter 2, there are 
many historic, geographic and demographic reasons for groups to differ 
from one another in their skills, experiences, cultures and values— whether 
these are different social, national or racial groups. 


GENETIC DETERMINISM 


The mid-nineteenth century sensation created by Charles Darwin’s theory 
of evolution had ramifications far beyond the field of biology. The idea of 
“survival of the fittest” among competing species was extended by others 
into competition among human beings, whether among different classes or 
different races. The research of Darwin’s cousin Francis Galton (1822- 
1911) culminated in a book titled Hereditary Genius, which established 
that high achievers were concentrated in particular families. Correlation 
was treated as causation, with genetics being proclaimed to be the reason 
for the achievement differential. 

Similar reasoning was applied to races. As a later scholar said of Galton: 
“He believed that in his own day the Anglo-Saxons far outranked the 
Negroes of Africa, who in turn outranked the Australian aborigines, who 
outranked nobody.” Again, correlation was treated as causation, leading to 
eugenics— a term Galton coined— to promote the differential survival of 
races. He said, “there exists a sentiment, for the most part quite 
unreasonable, against the gradual extinction of an inferior race.’”” 

Whatever the validity of Galton’s assessments of the relative 
achievements of different races in his own time, profound changes in the 


relative achievements of different races over the centuries undermine the 
theory of genetic determinism. China was, for centuries, technologically, 
economically, and in other ways more advanced than any country in 
Europe. The later reversals of the relative positions of the Chinese and 
Europeans in the modern era, without any demonstrable changes in their 
genes, undermine Galton’s genetic arguments, as other major reversals of 
the positions of other racial groups or subgroups would undermine the later 
genetic determinism of other intellectuals. 

This is not to say that there were no great differences in achievements 
among different races, either within societies or between societies, as of a 
given time, nor that all such differences reversed over time, though many 
did. But once the automatic link between genetics and achievement is 
broken, it ceases to be a weighty presumption, even in the case of groups 
that have never been leaders in achievement. Whatever non-genetic factors 
have been able to produce profound differences in other situations cannot 
be ruled out a priori for any group, and therefore it remains a question to be 
examined empirically in each particular case— that is, if science is to be 
something more than an incantation invoked to buttress an ideology and 
silence its critics. 

Much empirical evidence of large and consequential differences among 
racial or ethnic groups, as well as social classes, accumulated in the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Studies of the histories of families, 
as well as the spread of mental testing, and sociological studies of 
differences in crime rates and educational achievements among children 
from different backgrounds, even when attending the same schools, added 
weight to the case made by those promoting genetic determinism. Contrary 
to later verbal fashions, these were not simply “perceptions” or 
“stereotypes.” These were painstakingly established facts, despite the 
serious problems with the inferences drawn from those facts— such as 
Madison Grant’s sweeping pronouncement, “race is everything. ”^ 


THE PROGRESSIVE ERA 


The Progressive era in early twentieth century America was perhaps the 
high-water mark of “scientific” theories of racial differences. The 
increasing immigration from Europe, and especially the shift in its origins 
from Northern and Western Europe to Eastern and Southern Europe, raised 


questions about the racial quality of the new people flooding into the 
country. The beginning of the mass migrations of American blacks from the 
South to the Northern cities, and their concentration in ghettos there, raised 
similar questions during the same era. Empirical data on group differences 
in crime rates, disease rates, mental test scores, and school performances 
fed all these concerns. 

Two huge compilations of empirical data in early twentieth century 
America stand out particularly. One was the huge, multi-volume report of 
the federal immigration commission headed by Senator William P. 
Dillingham and published in 1911. This report showed, among other things, 
that with children who attended elementary school three-quarters of the 
school days or more, 30 percent of native-born white children had been 
denied promotion to the next grade, compared to 61 percent of native-born 
black children and 67 percent of the children of immigrant Polish Jews.’ 
The other huge source of data about differences among racial or ethnic 
groups during this period was the mental testing of more than 100,000 
soldiers by the U.S. Army during the First World War.° The proportions of 
soldiers with different ancestries who exceeded the American national 
norms on mental tests were as follows:/ 


English 67 percent 
German 49 percent 
Irish 26 percent 
Russian 19 percent 
Italian 14 percent 
Polish 12 percent 


Men from Italy, Poland and Russia scored consistently at or near the 
bottom among immigrants from Europe on various mental tests, with 
American blacks scoring at the bottom among soldiers as a whole, though 
scoring only marginally lower than these Southern and Eastern European 
immigrants on these tests.* Among the civilian population, the same groups 
scored at or near the bottom in mental test scores, though in a slightly 
different order. Black children attending schools in Youngstown, Ohio, 
scored marginally higher on IQ tests than the children of Polish, Greek and 
other immigrants there.” In Massachusetts, a larger proportion of black 


school children scored over 120 on the IQ tests than did their schoolmates 
who were children of Polish, Italian or Portuguese immigrants.!° During 
this era, Northern blacks had somewhat higher IQs than Southern blacks.!! 

Another curious fact, which received much less attention at the time, was 
that the Army tests in the First World War showed white soldiers from 
Georgia, Arkansas, Kentucky, and Mississippi scoring lower on mental tests 
than black soldiers from Ohio, Illinois, New York, and Pennsylvania.!? 
However, the black population as a whole was overwhelmingly 
concentrated in the South at that time, which may explain why the Army 
tests showed blacks scoring below the immigrants that they scored above in 
civilian tests conducted where they both went to the same schools in the 
North. 

Again, none of this was simply a matter of “perceptions,” “stereotypes,” 
or “prejudices.” Differences among racial, ethnic and regional groups were 
very real, sometimes very large and very consequential. What was at issue 
were the reasons for those differences. Moreover, the reasons for such 
differences that were acceptable to intellectuals changed radically over the 
generations, much as their support for the First World War and their later 
pacifism marked drastic changes on that subject. 

During the early twentieth century, demonstrable differences among 
groups were largely attributed to heredity and, during the late twentieth 
century, these differences were largely— if not solely— attributed to 
environment, including an environment of discrimination. Nevertheless, the 
same general vision of society prevailed among those who called 
themselves Progressives at the beginning of the twentieth century and those 
who called themselves liberals later in that century, however disparate their 
views on race were between these two eras. Theirs was the vision of the 
anointed as surrogate decision-makers in both periods, along with such 
corollaries as an expanded role for government and an expanded role for 
judges to re-interpret the Constitution, so as to loosen its restrictions on the 
powers of government. 

Progressive-era intellectuals took a largely negative view of the new 
immigrants from Southern and Eastern Europe, as well as of American 
blacks in general. Because such a high proportion of the immigrants from 
Poland and Russia were Jews during this era, Carl Brigham— a leading 
authority on mental tests, and creator of the College Board’s Scholastic 
Aptitude Test— asserted that the Army test results tended to “disprove the 
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popular belief that the Jew is highly intelligent.”!? H.H. Goddard, who had 
administered mental tests to immigrant children on Ellis Island, declared: 
“These people cannot deal with abstractions.”!4 Another giant of the 
mental-testing profession, L.M. Terman, author of the Stanford-Binet IQ 
test and creator of a decades-long study of people with IQs of 140 and 
above, likewise concluded from his study of racial minorities in the 
Southwest that children from such groups “cannot master abstractions.”!> It 
was widely accepted as more or less a matter of course during this era that 
blacks were incapable of mental performances comparable to whites, and 
the Army mental test results were taken as confirmation. 

The Progressive era was also the heyday of eugenics, the attempt to 
prevent excessive breeding of the “wrong” kind of people— including, 
though not limited to, particular races. Eugenicists feared that people of 
lower mental capacity would reproduce on a larger scale than others, and 
thus over time bring about a decline in the average IQ in the nation.!° The 
New Republic lamented “the multiplication of the unfit, the production of a 
horde of unwanted souls.” !7 

In Britain, as in the United States, leaders and supporters of the eugenics 
movement included people on the left, such as John Maynard Keynes, who 
helped create the Cambridge Eugenics Society, as well as H.G. Wells, 
George Bernard Shaw, Harold Laski, Sidney Webb and Julian Huxley. 
Sidney Webb said, “as a nation we are breeding largely from our inferior 
stocks.”!* But eugenics was by no means exclusively a movement on the 
left, nor one without opponents on the left. Supporters of eugenics also 
included conservatives, among them both Neville Chamberlain and Winston 
Churchill. 1° 

In America, among those to whom pioneer birth-control advocate 
Margaret Sanger took her message was the Ku Klux Klan. Madison Grant’s 
book The Passing of the Great Race, expressing fears of a loss of 
hegemony by whites in general and Nordics in particular, was a landmark 
book of its era. It was not only a best seller in the United States, it was 
translated into French, Norwegian and— most fatefully— German. Hitler 
called it his “Bible.””° 

Despite its international influence, The Passing of the Great Race 
offered extremely little evidence for its sweeping conclusions. The great 
bulk of the book was a historical account of Alpine, Mediterranean and 


Nordic peoples in Europe and of the Aryan languages. Yet most of Madison 
Grant’s sweeping conclusions and the policies he recommended were about 
America— about the “inferior races among our immigrants,””! about the 
need for eugenics” and for “laws against miscegenation.””? He asserted 
that “Negroes have demonstrated throughout recorded time that they are a 
stationary species and that they do not possess the potentiality of progress 
or initiative from within.”24 Yet, as Grant himself said, “the three main 
European races are the subject of this book,”*> which contained virtually no 
factual information about blacks, but only opaque pronouncements. Even 
Grant’s rankings of European groups are essentially pronouncements, with 
little or no empirical evidence or analysis, despite an abundance of 
miscellaneous and often arcane information. 

What The Passing of the Great Race did have was a great display of 
erudition, or apparent erudition, using numerous technical terms unfamiliar 
to most people— “brachycephalic skulls,”2° “Armenoids,””’ “Paleolithic 
man,” the “Massagetæ,”? “Zendavesta,”° the “Aryan Tokharian 
language,”’! and the “Miocene” and “Pliocene” eras,** as well as such 
statements as “The Upper Paleolithic embraces all the postglacial stages 
down to the Neolithic and includes the subdivisions of the Aurignacian, 
Solutrean, Magdalenian and Azilian.”** But this all served as an impressive 
backdrop for unrelated conclusions. 

Among Madison Grant’s conclusions were that “race lies at the base of 
all the manifestation of modern society.”?4 He also deplored “a sentimental 
belief in the sanctity of human life,” when that is used “to prevent both the 
elimination of defective infants and the sterilization of such adults as are 
themselves of no value to the community.”*° He feared “the resurgence of 
the lower races at the expense of the Nordics”? and the “prevailing lack of 
true race consciousness” among the latter.*’ He saw the immigrants arriving 
in America as the “sweepings” of the “jails and asylums” of Europe.*® 
More generally, he said: 


There exists to-day a widespread and fatuous belief in the power 
of environment, as well as of education and opportunity to alter 
heredity, which arises from the dogma of the brotherhood of man, 
derived in its turn from the loose thinkers of the French Revolution 
and their American mimics.°” 


The man of the old stock is being crowded out of many country 
districts by these foreigners just as he is to-day being literally driven 
off the streets of New York City by the swarms of Polish Jews.*° 


We Americans must realize that the altruistic ideals which have 
controlled our social development during the past century and the 
maudlin sentimentalism that has made America “an asylum for the 
oppressed,” are sweeping the nation toward a racial abyss.*! 


That The Passing of the Great Race was taken seriously says much 
about the times. But Madison Grant was by no means a fringe crank or an 
ignorant redneck. He was born into a wealthy family in New York City and 
was educated at Yale and the Columbia University law school. He was a 
member of numerous exclusive social clubs. Politically, he was a 
Progressive and an activist on issues important to Progressives, such as 
conservation, endangered species, municipal reform and the creation of 
national parks, as well as being a driving force behind the creation of the 
world’s largest zoo in the Bronx.” The Passing of the Great Race was 
recommended not only in a popular publication like The Saturday Evening 
Post but was also reviewed in Science, published by the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science.** The maps for a later book of 
his were prepared with the help of the American Geographical Society.” 

Madison Grant’s thesis elaborated themes introduced by others before 
him, such as Progressive sociologist Edward A. Ross, who coined the term 
“race suicide” to describe the demographic replacement of the existing 
American stock over time by immigrants with higher birthrates from 
Southern and Eastern Europe, those whom prominent economist Francis A. 
Walker had even earlier described as “beaten men from beaten races.’*> 

Professor Ross declared that “no one can doubt that races differ in 
intellectual ability’*© and lamented an “unanticipated result” of widespread 
access to medical advances— namely “the brightening of the survival 
prospect of the ignorant, the stupid, the careless and the very poor in 
comparison with those of the intelligent, the bright, the responsible and the 
thrifty.”*” Ross’ concerns were raised not only about people from different 
classes but also about the new and massive numbers of immigrants: 


Observe immigrants not as they come travel-wan up the gang- 
plank, nor as they issue toil-begrimed from pit’s mouth or mill gate, 
but in their gatherings, washed, combed, and in their Sunday best. 
You are struck by the fact that from ten to twenty per cent. are 
hirsute, low-browed, big-faced persons of obviously low mentality. 
Not that they suggest evil. They simply look out of place in black 
clothes and stiff collar, since clearly they belong in skins, in wattled 
huts at the close of the Great Ice Age. These oxlike men are 
descendants of those who always stayed behind... To the practised 
eye, the physiognomy of certain groups unmistakably proclaims 
inferiority of type.*° 


According to Professor Ross, “the new immigrants are inferior in looks 
to the old immigrants,”*’ apparently because the new immigrants were from 
Eastern and Southern Europe, unlike earlier immigrants from Northern and 
Western Europe. As Ross put it: 


The fusing of American with German and Scandinavian immigrants 
was only a reblending of kindred stocks, for Angles, Jutes, Danes, 
and Normans were wrought of yore into the fiber of the English 
breed. But the human varieties being collected in this country by the 
naked action of economic forces are too dissimilar to blend without 
producing a good many faces of a “chaotic constitution. ”®? 


Nor were the differences between the old immigrants and the new limited 
to intellect or physical appearance, according to Ross: “That the 
Mediterranean peoples are morally below the races of northern Europe is as 
certain as any social fact.’”°! Moreover, these differences were said to be 
due to people from Northern Europe surpassing people from Southern 
Europe “in innate ethical endowment.”** Ross declared, “I see no reason 
why races may not differ as much in moral and intellectual traits as 
obviously they do in bodily traits.” Black Americans were mentioned in 
passing as “several millions of an inferior race.”°* To Ross, the survival of a 
superior race and culture depended on awareness of, and pride in, that 
superiority: 


The superiority of a race cannot be preserved without pride of blood 

and an uncompromising attitude toward the lower races... Since the 
higher culture should be kept pure as well as the higher blood, that 
race is stronger which, down to the cultivator or the artisan, has a 
strong sense of its superiority.>> 


Francis A. Walker was a leading economist of the second half of the 
nineteenth century. He was not a Progressive, by any means, but his views 
on immigrants from Southern and Eastern Europe were views that later 
became dominant in the Progressive era of the early twentieth century. He 
proposed strict restrictions on immigration, not only quantitatively, but 
qualitatively. He proposed to measure quality by requiring each immigrant 
to post a $100 bond upon entering the country— a sum vastly more than 
most Jewish, Italian or other immigrants from Eastern Europe or Southern 
Europe had with them at that time. He said that the restrictions he proposed 
“would not prevent tens of thousands of thrifty Swedes, Norwegians, 
Germans, and men of other nationalities coming hither at their own charges, 
since great numbers of these people now bring more than that amount of 
money with them.”5? Such a requirement, he said, would “raise the average 
quality, socially and industrially, of the immigrants actually entering the 
country.” 

Walker saw a need to protect “the American standard of living, and the 
quality of American citizenship from degradation through the tumultuous 
access of vast throngs of ignorant and brutalized peasantry from the 
countries of eastern and southern Europe.”>® He pointed out that, in earlier 
times, immigrants “came almost exclusively from western or northern 
Europe” and “immigrants from southern Italy, Hungary, Austria, and Russia 
together made up hardly more than one per cent of our immigration.” Now 
those proportions had changed completely, bringing “vast masses of 
peasantry, degraded below our utmost conceptions.” He said: “They are 
beaten men from beaten races; representing the worst failures in the 
struggle for existence.””” 

Without restrictions on immigration, Professor Walker declared that 
“every foul and stagnant pool of population in Europe,” from places where 
“no breath of intellectual life has stirred for ages,” would be “decanted upon 
our shores.”©? Nor were the people of Eastern and Southern Europe the only 
ones dismissed as hopeless by Walker. The indigenous American Indians 


Walker dismissed as “savages,” who were “without forethought and without 
self-control, singularly susceptible to evil influences, with strong animal 
appetites and no intellectual tastes or aspirations to hold those appetites in 
check.”®! 

Another prominent contemporary economist, Richard T. Ely, one of the 
founders of the American Economic Association, was similarly dismissive 
of blacks, saying that they “are for the most part grown-up children, and 
should be treated as such.”6? Professor Ely was also concerned about 
classes that he considered inferior: “We must give to the most hopeless 
classes left behind in our social progress custodial care with the highest 
possible development and with segregation of sexes and confinement to 
prevent reproduction.” ® 

Richard T. Ely was not only a Progressive during the Progressive era, he 
espoused the kinds of ideas that defined the Progressive era, years before 
that era began. He rejected free market economics and saw government 
power as something to be applied “to the amelioration of the conditions 
under which people live or work.” Far from seeing government intervention 
as a reduction of freedom, he redefined freedom, so that the “regulation by 
the power of the state of these industrial and other social relations existing 
among men is a condition of freedom.” While state action might “lessen the 
amount of theoretical liberty” it would “increase control over nature in the 
individual, and promote the growth of practical liberty.” 

Like other Progressives, Richard T. Ely advocated the cause of 
conservation, of labor unions, and favored the “coercive philanthropy” of 
the state. He said, “I believe that such natural resources as forests and 
mineral wealth should belong to the people” and also believed that 
“highways or railroads as well as telegraph and parcels post” should also be 
owned by “the community.” He also favored “public ownership” of 
municipal utilities°’ and declared that “labor unions should be legally 
encouraged in their efforts for shorter hours and higher wages” and that 
“inheritance and income taxes should be generally extended.” In short, in 
the course of his long lifetime Professor Ely was a Progressive before, 
during and after the Progressive era. 

Rejecting the economic analysis of free market wage rates by such 
leading economists of that era as Alfred Marshall in England and John 
Bates Clark in the United States, economists of a Progressive orientation 


advocated minimum wage laws, as a way of preventing “low-wage races” 
such as Chinese immigrants from lowering the standard of living of 
American workers. Professor John R. Commons, for example, said “The 
competition has no respect for the superior races,” so that “the race with 
lowest necessities displaces others.” Professor Arthur Holcombe of 
Harvard, and a president of the American Political Science Association, 
referred approvingly of Australia’s minimum wage law as a means to 
“protect the white Australian’s standard of living from the invidious 
competition of the colored races, particularly of the Chinese.”©? 

Eugenics, however, was not confined to trying to reduce the reproduction 
of particular races. Many of its advocates targeted also people of the sort 
whom Harvard economist Frank Taussig called “those saturated with 
alcohol or tainted with hereditary disease,” as well as “the irretrievable 
criminals and tramps.” If it was not feasible to “chloroform them once and 
for all,” Professor Taussig said, then “at least they can be segregated, shut 
up in refuges and asylums, and prevented from propagating their kind.”’° In 
Sweden in later years, Nobel Prizewinning economist Gunnar Myrdal 
supported programs which sterilized 60,000 people from 1941 through 
19757 

Many academics, including some of great distinction, were supporters of 
eugenics during the Progressive era. Professor Irving Fisher of Yale, the 
leading American monetary economist of his day, was one of the founders 
of the American Eugenics Society. Professor Fisher advocated the 
prevention of the “breeding of the worst” by “isolation in public institutions 
and in some cases by surgical operation.”’* Professor Henry Rogers Seager 
of Columbia University, who would become sufficiently recognized to be 
selected as president of the American Economic Association, likewise said 
that “we must courageously cut off lines of heredity that have been proved 
to be undesirable,” even if that requires “isolation or sterilization.””° 
Stanford University’s president David Starr Jordan declared that a nation’s 
“blood” was what “determines its history.”’* Eugenics outlasted the 
Progressive era. As late as 1928, there were 376 college courses devoted to 
eugenics. ”> 

Those who promoted genetic determinism and eugenics were neither 
uneducated nor fringe cranks. Quite the contrary. Edward A. Ross, Francis 
A. Walker and Richard T. Ely all had Ph.D.s from leading universities and 


were professors at leading universities. Edward A. Ross was the author of 
28 books, whose sales were estimated at approximately half a million 
copies, and he was regarded as one of the founders of the profession of 
sociology in the United States.” He held a Ph.D. in economics from Johns 
Hopkins University and, at various times, served as Secretary of the 
American Economic Association as well as President of the American 
Sociological Association, and head of the American Civil Liberties Union. 
Among the places where his articles appeared were the Annals of the 
American Academy of Political and Social Science. 

Ross was in the mainstream of Progressive intellectuals at the highest 
levels. He was a man of the left who had supported Eugene V. Debs in the 
1894 Pullman strike and had advocated public ownership and regulation of 
public utilities. Active as a public intellectual in print and on the lecture 
circuit, Professor Ross referred to “us liberals” as people who speak up “for 
public interests against powerful selfish private interests,” and denounced 
those who disagreed with his views as unworthy “kept” spokesmen for 
special interests, a “mercenary corps” as contrasted with “us champions of 
the social welfare.”’’ 

Roscoe Pound credited Ross with setting him “in the path the world is 
moving in.”’® Ross praised the muckrakers of his day and was also said to 
have been influential with Progressive Presidents Theodore Roosevelt and 
Woodrow Wilson.’? The introduction to one of Ross’ books included a 
letter of fulsome praise from TR.8° The voters’ repudiation of the 
Progressives in the years after the Woodrow Wilson presidency Ross 
referred to as the “Great Ice Age (1919-31).”*! In self-righteousness, as 
well as in ideology, he was a Progressive, a man of the left. 

Francis A. Walker was similarly prominent in the economics profession 
of his day. He was the first president of the American Economic 
Association— and the Francis A. Walker medal, created in 1947, was the 
highest award given by the American Economic Association until 1977, 
when it was discontinued as a result of the creation of a Nobel Prize in 
economics. Professor Walker was also General Walker in the Union army 
during the Civil War. He was, at various times, also president of the 
American Statistical Association and the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. He was also in charge of the ninth and tenth censuses of the 


United States, a Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and was elected a fellow 
of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. 

After Walker’s death in 1897, commemorative articles appeared in the 
scholarly journal of the American Statistical Association, in the Quarterly 
Journal of Economics, the first scholarly journal of the economics 
profession in the United States, published at Harvard, as well as in the 
Journal of Political Economy, published at the University of Chicago, and 
an obituary also appeared in the Economic Journal, England’s premier 
scholarly journal of the economics profession. 

Richard T. Ely received his Ph.D. summa cum laude from the University 
of Heidelberg and was the author of many books, one of which sold more 
than a million copies.** Among the prominent people who were his students 
were the already mentioned Edward A. Ross and Woodrow Wilson, both of 
whom studied under him at Johns Hopkins University. He was also 
considered “a major contributing force in making the University of 
Wisconsin a vital institution wielding a profound influence upon the 
political economy of the State and the nation.”*4 Ely has been called “the 
father of institutional economics,”® the field in which one of his students, 
John R. Commons, made his name at the University of Wisconsin. Richard 
T. Ely’s death in 1943 was marked by tributes on both sides of the Atlantic, 
including an obituary in Britain’s Economic Journal. On into the twenty- 
first century, one of the honors awarded annually by the American 
Economic Association to a distinguished economist has been an invitation 
to give the association’s Richard T. Ely Lecture. 

In short, Edward A. Ross, Francis A. Walker and Richard T. Ely were not 
only “in the mainstream’— to use a term that has become common in our 
times— they were among the elite of the mainstream. But that was no more 
indication of the validity of what they said then than it is among today’s 
elite of the mainstream. 

While Madison Grant was not an academic scholar, he moved among 
prominent members of the intelligentsia. His closest friends included 
George Bird Grinnell, editor of the elite sportsman’s magazine Forest and 
Stream, and Henry Fairfield Osborn, a world-renowned paleontologist who 
coined the term “tyrannosaurus rex.” Osborn said, in the wake of mass 
mental testing: “We have learned once and for all that the negro is not like 
us.”87 In short, Madison Grant, Edward A. Ross, Francis A. Walker and 


Richard T. Ely were part of the intellectual currents of the times, in an era 
when leading intellectuals saw mental test results as confirming innate 
racial differences, when immigration was severely restricted for racial 
reasons, and when the Ku Klux Klan was revived and spread beyond the 
South, becoming an especially strong political force in the Midwest. As 
even a critical biographer of Madison Grant said: 


Grant was not an evil man. He did not wake up in the morning and 
think to himself: “Hmm, I wonder what vile deeds I can commit 
today.” To the contrary, he was by all accounts a sweet, considerate, 
erudite, and infinitely charming figure.** 


Madison Grant also moved in socially elite and politically Progressive 
circles. Theodore Roosevelt welcomed Grant’s entry into an exclusive 
social club that TR had founded.®? Later, Grant became friends for a time 
with Franklin D. Roosevelt, addressing him in letters as “My dear Frank,” 
while FDR reciprocated by addressing him as “My dear Madison.”’? The 
two men met while serving on a commission as civic-minded citizens, and 
the fact that both suffered crippling illnesses during the 1920s created a 
personal bond. But Madison Grant’s ideas moved far beyond such genteel 
circles in America. They were avidly seized upon in Nazi Germany, though 
Grant’s death in 1937 spared him from learning of the ultimate 
consequences of such ideas, which culminated in the Holocaust. 

George Horace Lorimer, long-time editor of the Saturday Evening Post, 
was another major supporter of the Progressive movement in the early 
twentieth century and his magazine, with a readership of four to five million 
readers per week,”! carried weight politically and socially. He supported 
both Theodore Roosevelt and Progressive Senator Albert Beveridge.”* In 
proposing immigration restrictions, Lorimer— like many others of that era 
— invoked “science” as opposed to “the Pollyanna school.””? In an 
editorial in the Saturday Evening Post, Lorimer warned against “our racial 
degeneration” as a result of immigration, which he said could end with 
Americans having to “forfeit our high estate and join the lowly ranks of the 
mongrel races.””4 

In the early 1920s, Lorimer assigned novelist and future Pulitzer Prize 
winner Kenneth L. Roberts to write a series of articles on immigration for 
the Saturday Evening Post. In one of these articles Roberts referred to “the 


better-class Northern and Western Europeans” who “are particularly fine 
types of immigrants,” as contrasted with “the queer, alien, mongrelized 
people of Southeastern Europe.”?> These articles were later republished as a 
book titled Why Europe Leaves Home. In this book, Roberts said, among 
other things, “the Jews of Poland are human parasites,””° that people from 
the Austro-Hungarian Empire were “inconceivably backward.”?’ He added: 


The American nation was founded and developed by the Nordic race, 
but if a few more million members of the Alpine, Mediterranean and 
Semitic races are poured among us, the result must inevitably be a 
hybrid race of people as worthless and futile as the good-for-nothing 
mongrels of Central America and Southeastern Europe.”® 


Like many others of that era, Roberts invoked the notion of a “scientific” 
approach to immigration law,’ while contrasting “the desirable immigrants 
from Northwestern Europe” with the “undesirables” who “came from 
Southern and Eastern European countries.” 100 

Progressive muckraking journalist George Creel, a former member of 
Woodrow Wilson’s administration, wrote articles on immigration in 1921 
and 1922 in Collier’ magazine, another leading mass circulation 
publication of that era. In these articles he made the familiar contrast 
between the peoples of Northern and Western Europe with the people of 
Eastern and Southern Europe, using the familiar nomenclature of that time, 
which called the former Nordics and the latter Alpine and Mediterranean 
peoples: 


The men and women who first came to America were Nordic— 
clean-blooded, strong-limbed people from England, Ireland, 
Scotland, Scandinavia, Belgium, Holland, Germany, and France. The 
millions that followed them, for a full two centuries, were also 
Nordic, holding the same customs, ideas, and ideals, fitting into the 
life they found as skin fits the hand. 

Not until 1880 was there any vital change in the character of 
immigration, and then commenced the tidal waves of two new stocks 
— the Alpine from central Europe, Slavs for the most part, and the 
Mediterranean, the small swarthy peoples from southern Italy, 
Greece, Spain, and northern A frica.!! 


These latter immigrants, Creel described as the “failures, unfits, and 
misfits of the Old World.”!°? Creel said, “those coming from eastern 
Europe were morally, physically, and mentally the worst in the history of 
immigration.” 103 

While H.L. Mencken was another prominent intellectual during the 
Progressive era, he was by no means a Progressive. Yet his view of blacks 
was very much like that of other intellectuals of the times. Writing in 1908, 
he wrote of “the hopelessly futile and fatuous effort to improve the negroes 
of the Southern United States by education.” He added: 


It is apparent, on brief reflection, that the negro, no matter how much 
he is educated, must remain, as a race, in a condition of subservience; 
that he must remain the inferior of the stronger and more intelligent 
white man so long as he retains racial differentiation. Therefore, the 
effort to educate him has awakened in his mind ambitions and 
aspirations which, in the very nature of things, must go unrealized, 
and so, while gaining nothing whatever materially, he has lost all his 
old contentment, peace of mind and happiness. Indeed, it is a 
commonplace of observation in the United States that the educated 
and refined negro is invariably a hopeless, melancholy, embittered 
and despairing man. 104 


Similar views of blacks were expressed in other early writings by H.L. 
Mencken, though blacks were not the only group viewed negatively in 
those writings: 


The negro loafer is not a victim of restricted opportunity and 
oppression. There are schools for him, and there is work for him, and 
he disdains both. That his forty-odd years of freedom have given him 
too little opportunity to show his mettle is a mere theory of the chair. 
As a matter of fact, the negro, in the mass, seems to be going 
backward. The most complimentary thing that can be said of an 
individual of the race today is that he is as industrious and honest a 
man as his grandfather, who was a slave. There are exceptional 
negroes of intelligence and ability, I am well aware, just as there are 
miraculous Russian Jews who do not live in filth; but the great bulk 
of the race is made up of inefficients. 105 


However, by 1926, H.L. Mencken had changed his position somewhat. In 
a review of a book of essays by leading black intellectuals, edited by Alain 
Locke, himself a leading black intellectual of the times, Mencken wrote: 


This book, it seems to me, is a phenomenon of immense significance. 
What it represents is the American Negro’s final emancipation from 
his inferiority complex, his bold decision to go it alone. That 
inferiority complex, until very recently, conditioned all of his 
thinking, even (and perhaps especially) when he was bellowing most 
vociferously for his God-given rights. 


As I have said, go read the book. And, having read it, ask yourself the 
simple question: could you imagine a posse of white Southerners 
doing anything so dignified, so dispassionate, so striking? ... As one 
who knows the South better than most, and has had contact with most 
of its intellectuals, real and Confederate, I must say frankly that I can 
imagine no such thing. Here, indeed, the Negro challenges the white 
Southerner on a common ground, and beats him hands down. 106 


Yet Mencken was by no means sanguine about the prospects of the black 
population as a whole: 


The vast majority of the people of their race are but two or three 
inches removed from gorillas: it will be a sheer impossibility, for a 
long, long while, to interest them in anything above pork-chops and 
bootleg gin.!°7 


Like many other intellectuals of the early twentieth century, H.L. 
Mencken in 1937 favored eugenics measures— in this case, voluntary 
sterilization of males, encouraged by rewards to be supplied by private 
philanthropy. As in the past, he included white Southerners among those 
considered undesirable. He suggested that the answers to many social 
problems would be “to sterilize large numbers of American freemen, both 
white and black, to the end that they could no longer beget their kind.” For 
this “the readiest way to induce them to submit would be to indemnify them 


in cash.” The alternative, he said, would be “supporting an ever-increasing 
herd of morons for all eternity.” 108 

Not all eugenicists were racial determinists, as Mencken’s inclusion of 
white Southerners in his eugenics agenda in 1937 indicated. In England, 
H.G. Wells rejected the singling out of particular races for extinction, 
though he recommended that undesirable people of whatever race be 
targeted.!°? Writing in 1916, Wells said: 


Now I am a writer rather prejudiced against the idea of nationality; 
my habit of thought is cosmopolitan; I hate and despise a shrewish 
suspicion of foreigners and foreign ways ; a man who can look me in 
the face, laugh with me, speak truth and deal fairly, is my brother, 
though his skin is as black as ink or as yellow as an evening 
primrose. !!° 


American novelist and radical Jack London, however, declared, “the 
Anglo-Saxon is a race of mastery” and is “best fitted for survival.” He said, 
“the inferior races must undergo destruction, or some humane form of 
economic slavery, is inevitable.”!!! While Jack London was a man of the 
left during the Progressive era, he was not a Progressive. He boldly 
declared himself a socialist. 

Woodrow Wilson, one of two American presidents who was also an 
intellectual in our sense of one who for years earned his living from the 
production of ideas (the other being Theodore Roosevelt), praised the 
movie The Birth of A Nation, which glorified the Ku Klux Klan, and had a 
private showing of it in the White House, to which prominent political 
figures were invited.!!? It was during the Progressive administration of 
Woodrow Wilson that the Bureau of the Census and the Bureau of Printing 
and Engraving began to segregate black and white employees. The Post 
Office Department not only began to segregate its black and white 
employees in Washington during the Wilson administration, but also began 
to fire and downgrade black postal employees in the South, as did the 
Department of the Treasury. President Wilson expressed his approval of 
these actions.!!4 

The academic world was by no means exempt from the racial and social 
beliefs of the times. In early twentieth century America, during an era when 
most applicants to even highly prestigious colleges were admitted, there 


were both formal and informal restrictions on the admissions of Jews, 
Harvard being one of the few institutions to openly admit imposing quota 
limits, though a 1909 article characterized anti-Semitism as “more 
dominant at Princeton” (under Woodrow Wilson) than at any of the other 
institutions surveyed. In 1910, students at Williams College demonstrated 
against the admission of Jews. In 1922, Yale’s dean of admission said: “The 
opinion is general in the Faculty that the proportion of those in college 
whose racial elements are such as not to permit of assimilation has been 
exceeded and that the most noticeable representatives among those regarded 
as undesirable are the Jewish boys.”!!4 

Such views on race or ethnicity were not inevitably entailed by the 
principles of Progressivism, though they were not precluded by those 
principles either. During the Progressive era itself, Theodore Roosevelt had 
a very different view of the potential of blacks than did many other 
Progressives. In response to a British historian who expressed a fear that the 
black and yellow races would rise in the world to the point of challenging 
the white race, Theodore Roosevelt said: “By that time the descendant of 
the negro may be as intellectual as the Athenian.”!!> Moreover, he also 
believed in equal opportunity for other minorities. !!® 

Nevertheless, Roosevelt’s low estimate of the contemporary level of 
knowledge and understanding among black Americans!!’ might place him 
under at least a suspicion of racism by those today who project 
contemporary standards back into the past, or who perhaps think of the 
black population of the past as if they were simply today’s black population 
living in an earlier time, rather than a population which in that era included 
millions of people who had not yet acquired even the ability to read and 
write. 

One of the ironies of Madison Grant’s theories was that he was a 
descendant of Scots who emigrated after the failed uprisings against the 
English in 1745. In earlier centuries, Scotland had been one of the most 
backward nations on the fringes of European civilization, even though 
Grant classified the Scots as Nordics, who were supposedly superior 
intellectually. Later, Scots had a spectacular rise to the forefront of 
European and world civilization, in too brief a time— as history is 
measured— for there to have been any major change in the genetic make- 
up of Scotland’s population. In short, the history of his own ancestral 
homeland provided some of the strongest evidence against Grant’s theories 


of genetic determinism. So do other major reversals in technological and 
other leadership among nations, races and civilizations, such as the reversal 
of the positions of China and Europe already noted. There are many peoples 
and nations that have experienced their “golden age,” only to later fall 
behind, or even be conquered by, their erstwhile inferiors. 

The wider the sweep of history that is surveyed, the more dramatic 
reversals of the relative positions of nations and races there are. A tenth- 
century Muslim scholar noted that Europeans grow more pale the farther 
north you go and also that the “farther they are to the north the more stupid, 
gross, and brutish they are.”!!® However offensive this correlation between 
skin color and intellectual development may seem today, there is no reason 
in history to challenge it as an empirical generalization, as of that particular 
time. Mediterranean Europe was more advanced than northern Europe for 
centuries, beginning in ancient times, when the Greeks and Romans laid 
many of the foundations of Western civilization, at a time when the peoples 
of Britain and Scandinavia lived in illiterate and far less advanced societies. 

Like the tenth-century Muslim scholar, Madison Grant saw a correlation 
between skin color and intelligence, but he explicitly attributed that 
correlation to genetics. Among other things, he explained the over- 
representation of mulattoes among the black elite of his day by their 
Caucasian genes, and Edward Byron Reuter made an empirical sociological 
study of the same phenomenon, reaching the same conclusion.!!? In a later 
period, intellectuals would explain the same phenomenon by the bias of 
whites in favor of people who looked more like themselves. 

Regardless of what either theory says, the facts show that the actual skills 
and behavior of blacks and mulattoes had historically been demonstrably 
different, especially in nineteenth and early twentieth century America. 
These were not mere “perceptions” or “stereotypes,” as so many 
inconvenient observations have been labeled. A study of nineteenth century 
Philadelphia, for example, found crime rates higher among the black 
population than among the mulatto population.!”° It is not necessary to 
believe that crime rates are genetically determined, but it is also not 
necessary to believe that it was all just a matter of perceptions by whites. !7! 

During the era of slavery, mulattoes were often treated differently from 
blacks, especially when the mulattoes were the offspring of the slave owner. 
This difference in treatment existed not only in the United States but 
throughout the Western Hemisphere. Mulattoes were a much higher 


proportion of the population of “free persons of color” than they were of the 
populations of slaves throughout the Western Hemisphere, and women were 
far more often freed than were men.!2 These initial differences, based on 
personal favoritism, led to long-term differences based on earlier 
opportunities to begin acquiring human capital as free people, generations 
before the Emancipation Proclamation. 

In short, “free persons of color” had a generations-long head start in 
acculturation, urbanization and general experience as free people. The rate 
of literacy reached by the “free persons of color” in 1850 would not be 
reached by the black population as a whole until 70 years later.!7> It was 
1920 before the black population of the United States as a whole became as 
urbanized as the “free persons of color” were in 1860.'*4 Neither within 
groups nor between groups can differences be discussed in the abstract, in a 
world where the concrete is what determines people’s fates. Among 
Americans of African descent, as within and between other groups, people 
are not random events to which statistical probability theories can be 
blithely applied— and correlation is not causation. 

Against the background of head starts by those freed from slavery 
generations ahead of others, it is not so surprising that, in the middle of the 
twentieth century, most of the Negro professionals in Washington, D.C. 
were by all indications descendants of the antebellum “free persons of 
color”!*°— a group that was never more than 14 percent of the American 
Negro population.!7° Because many of these professionals— such as 
doctors, lawyers and teachers— worked primarily or exclusively within the 
black community in mid-twentieth-century Washington, favoritism by 
contemporary whites had little or nothing to do with their success, even 
though the human capital which produced that success developed ultimately 
from the favoritism shown their ancestors a century or more earlier. 

Neither genetics nor contemporary environment is necessary to explain 
differences in human capital between blacks and mulattoes— differences 
that were much more pronounced in earlier years than today, after the black 
population as a whole has had more time and opportunities as free people to 
acquire more human capital. Similarly, neither genetics nor contemporary 
environment is necessary to explain differences in skills, behavior, attitudes 
and values among other racial groups or sub-groups in many other countries 
around the world, since many of these groups differed greatly in their 
history, in their geographic settings and in other ways. 


Madison Grant asserted that “the intelligence and ability of a colored 
person are in pretty direct proportion to the amount of white blood he has, 
and that most of the positions of leadership, influence, and prominence in 
the Negro race are held not by real Negroes but by Mulattoes, many of 
whom have very little Negro blood. This is so true that to find a black 
Negro in a conspicuous position is a matter of comment.”!*’ But, like so 
much else that was said by him and by others of like mind, it verbally 
eternalized a contemporary pattern by attributing that pattern to genetics, 
just as many Progressive-era intellectuals disdained the peoples of Southern 
Europe, who had by all indices once been far more advanced in ancient 
times than the Nordics who were said to be genetically superior. The Greeks 
and Romans had the Parthenon and the Coliseum, not to mention literature 
and giants of philosophy, at a time when there was not a single building in 
Britain, a country inhabited at that time by illiterate tribes. 


Chapter 4 


Internal Responses to Disparities 


Although economic and social inequalities among racial and ethnic groups 
have attracted much attention from intellectuals, seldom today has this 
attention been directed primarily toward how the less economically 
successful and less socially prestigious groups might improve themselves 
by availing themselves of the culture of others around them, so as to 
become more productive and compete more effectively with other groups in 
the economy. When David Hume urged his fellow eighteenth-century Scots 
to master the English language,' as they did, both he and they were 
following a pattern very different from the pattern of most minority 
intellectuals and their respective groups in other countries around the world. 
The spectacular rise of the Scots in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries 
— eventually surpassing the English in engineering and medicine,’ for 
example— was also an exception, rather than the rule. 

A much more common pattern has been one in which the intelligentsia 
have demanded an equality of economic outcomes and of social 
recognition, irrespective of the skills, behavior or performance of the group 
to which they belong or on whose behalf they spoke. In some countries 
today, any claim that intergroup differences in outcomes are results of 
intergroup differences in skills, behavior or performance are dismissed by 
the intelligentsia as false “perceptions,” “prejudices,” or “stereotypes,” or 
else are condemned as “blaming the victim.” Seldom are any of these 
assertions backed up by empirical evidence or logical analysis that would 
make them anything more than arbitrary assertions that happen to be in 
vogue among contemporary intellectual elites. 

In direct contrast with the Scots, who mastered the language of the 
English— and the broader range of knowledge, skills and culture to which 
that language gave them access— other groups in a position to rise by 
acquiring the knowledge and skills available in another language or culture 
have resented having to advance in that way. 

In the days of the Russian Empire, for example, most of the merchants, 
artisans, and industrialists in the Baltic port city of Riga were German,” 
even though Germans were less than one-fourth of that city’s population.* 
Education at Dorpat University in Riga was conducted in German, as was 


most of the educational activity in the city.” Not only in Riga, but in Latvia 
as a whole, the upper classes were mostly German and the lower classes 
mostly Latvian. However, those Latvians who wanted to rise could become 
part of the elite German culture and intermarry into the German community. 
But a newly emerging Latvian educated class, many educated at Dorpat 
University, resented having to become culturally German in order to rise, 
and initiated the politics of ethnic identity instead. They saw Latvians as a 
people “consigned by long oppression to lowly stations in life.” 

A very similar process occurred in the Habsburg Empire, where the 
Germans in Bohemia were an educated elite and where Czechs there who 
wanted to rise into that elite could do so by acquiring the German language 
and culture. But a new Czech intelligentsia, including university students 
and school teachers, promoted Czech cultural nationalism. Czech 
nationalists, for example, insisted that street signs in Prague, which had 
been in both Czech and German, henceforth be exclusively in Czech.’ In 
the town of Budweis, Czech nationalists demanded that a quota of Czech 
music be played by the town orchestra.!° Symbolism— including 
intolerance toward other people’s symbols— has often marked the efforts of 
an ethnic intelligentsia. 

The rising indigenous intelligentsia— whether in Latvia, Bohemia or 
elsewhere— tended to treat the cultural advantages of Germans as a social 
injustice, against which they mobilized other members of their ethnic group 
to oppose Germans and German culture. Whether in the Baltic or in 
Bohemia, the Germans tended to be more cosmopolitan, and initially 
resisted efforts by the newly arising indigenous intelligentsia to fragment 
society along ethnic lines. But the persistent and increasing promotion of 
ethnic identity by the newly rising ethnic intelligentsia eventually led the 
Germans to abandon their cosmopolitanism and defend themselves as 
Germans.!! The net result in both countries was ethnic polarization, often 
under the banner of some variation of “social justice,” requiring the lagging 
group to be put on a par through some process other than their own 
acquisition of the same knowledge and skills as others. 

Similar polarization has been produced in other countries with the rise of 
a newly educated intelligentsia— usually educated in “soft” fields, rather 
than in the sciences or in other subjects that would produce marketable 
skills with which to compete with members of other ethnic groups who 


already had such skills and experience. One historical study referred to the 
“well-educated but underemployed” Czech young men who promoted 
ethnic identity in the nineteenth century!"— a description that would apply 
to many ethnic identity promoters in other parts of Europe and Asia, as well 
as in the United States, then and now. The “educated unemployed” became 
a common expression in the twentieth century,!* whether in Europe, Asia or 
elsewhere— and such people became common sources of ethnic 
polarization. 

An international study of ethnic conflicts pointed out: “The very elites 
who were thought to be leading their peoples away from ethnic affiliations 
were commonly found to be in the forefront of ethnic conflict.”'4 Romania 
between the two World Wars was a typical example: 


The years under review recorded a more visible presence of “the 
intellectual proletariat”: schoolmasters, lawyers, students and 
university graduates. This social category continued to grow, but it 
met with great difficulties in asserting itself and gaining a satisfactory 
social status. Its members were handicapped by their precarious 
social situation and financial difficulties during their years of study. 
Most of them were “first-generation” intellectuals or the sons of 
teachers, priests or petty functionaries. They were the main source of 
the right-wing movements’ audience and accounted for a high 
proportion of the antisemitic organizations’ membership. As in 
Poland and Hungary, the relatively large numbers of Jews in the 
universities and free professions exacerbated the frustration of young 
people in their endeavors to carve out “a position” for themselves in 
the urban social structures. !> 


Among the leading promoters of anti-Semitism in Romania over the 
years have been an academic described as “the most important Romanian 
philosopher of the late nineteenth century,”!° another academic described as 
“the greatest Romanian historian,”!’ and another intellectual described as 
“One of the most important twentieth-century Romanian national poets.”!® 

Newly educated classes have been especially likely to specialize in softer 
subjects and to be prominent among those fostering hostility toward more 
advanced groups, while promoting ethnic “identity” movements, whether 
such movements have been mobilized against other ethnic groups, the 


existing authorities, or other targets. In various periods of history, the 
intelligentsia in general and newly educated people in particular have 
inflamed group against group, promoting discriminatory policies and/or 
physical violence in such disparate countries as India,!? Hungary,?° 
Nigeria! Kazakhstan,2? Romania, Sri Lanka, (Canada, and 
Czechoslovakia.?® 

Whether at the level of minority activists in a given society or at the level 
of leaders of national revolts against external imperial powers, promoters of 
nationalism have been disproportionately intellectuals— and intellectuals 
from a limited range of fields. “Few nationalist militants were engineers or 
economists, or professional administrators,” as a study of nationalism said 
of the generation of African leaders during the transition from colonial 
status to that of independent nations in the twentieth century. For example, 
Kwame Nkrumah was a British-educated lawyer, Jomo Kenyatta an 
anthropologist, and Léopold Senghor a poet.?” Much the same pattern could 
be found in other parts of the world as well. Leaders of the Basque 
separatist movement in Spain and of the Quebec separatist movement in 
Canada were also soft-subject intellectuals.”° 

In the less developed eastern regions of Europe, the rising intellectual 
class during the years between the two World Wars likewise tended to 
concentrate in the softer subjects, rather than in science or technology, and 
to seek careers in politics and government bureaucracies, rather than in 
industry or commerce. As a scholarly history of that era put it, institutions 
of higher education in East Central Europe turned out a “surplus academic 
proletariat” which could not be absorbed into “economically or socially 
functional employment” because they were trained primarily in law or the 
humanities.*? Romanian institutions of higher education were described as 
“numerically swollen, academically rather lax, and politically overheated,” 
serving as “veritable incubators of surplus bureaucrats, politicians, and 
demagogues.”°? 

Much the same pattern would be apparent decades later in Sri Lanka, 
which was all too typical of Asian Third World countries in having “a 
backlog of unemployed graduates” who had specialized in the humanities 
and the social sciences.*! Ethnic leaders who would later promote the 
breakup of Yugoslavia, and the atrocities that followed in the last decade of 
the twentieth century, included professors in the humanities and the social 


sciences, as well as a novelist and a psychiatrist.>* The mass slaughters in 
Kampuchea under the Khmer Rouge were likewise led principally by 
intellectuals, including teachers and academics.°* 

Historian A.J.P. Taylor has said that the first stage of nationalism “is led 
by university professors” and that “the second stage comes when the pupils 
of the professors get out into the world.”34 Whatever the actual sequence, 
the intelligentsia in many countries around the world have played a central 
role in promoting intergroup and international animosities and atrocities— 
and in trying to artificially preserve, revive, or fabricate past glories. 

Conversely, the historic examples of dramatic self-improvement in 
nineteenth-century Japan and eighteenth-century Scotland— countries that 
set out to change themselves, rather than to blame others— concentrated on 
building tangible skills, such as in engineering and medicine in the case of 
Scotland, and science and technology in the case of Japan.* By contrast, in 
the twentieth century a whole generation of future Third World leaders who 
went to study in the West seldom concentrated on studying the science, 
technology or entrepreneurship that produced Western prosperity, but 
instead concentrated on the social theories and ideologies in vogue among 
Western intellectuals in academia and elsewhere. The countries they led 
after independence often paid a high price in economic stagnation or even 
retrogression, as well as in internal polarization that turned group against 
group. 

Language politics has been one aspect of more general polarization that 
has poisoned relations between more prosperous and less prosperous groups 
in India, Malaysia, and Sri Lanka, among other places where the lagging 
majority tried to insulate themselves from competition with more successful 
minorities by making their own language a prerequisite for education and/or 
employment.*° In Asia, as in Europe, Africa and the Western Hemisphere, 
the intelligentsia have been prominent among those pushing ethnic identity 
ideology and intergroup polarization. 

Under such influences, Sri Lanka went from being a country whose 
record for harmonious relations between majority and minority was held up 
to the world as a model by many observers, in the mid-twentieth century, to 
a country whose later ethnic polarization produced decades of mob violence 
and then outright civil war, in which unspeakable atrocities were 
committed, on into the early twenty-first century.*° 


The polarization between Czechs and Germans in nineteenth century 
Bohemia took longer to reach the level of historic tragedy but nevertheless 
it did. A key turning point came when the new nation of Czechoslovakia 
was created in the twentieth century, from the breakup of the Habsburg 
Empire after the First World War, with the former kingdom of Bohemia 
now being Czechoslovakia’s most economically and culturally advanced 
region— in part because of the Germans living in a section of that region 
called the Sudetenland. One indicator of the wide cultural differences 
among the various peoples of this small country was that the illiteracy rate 
in Bohemia was only 2 percent in 1921, while half the people in the 
province of Ruthenia were illiterate.” Much of Czechoslovakia’s industry 
was located in Bohemia and a substantial proportion of it was in the hands 
of the Sudeten Germans. 

Now armed with the power of government of their own country, Czech 
leaders set about “correcting” both historic and contemporary 
“injustices”— namely the fact that the Germans were more economically 
and otherwise advanced than the Czechs and other groups in the country. 
The government instituted preferential hiring of Czechs in the civil service 
and transferred capital from German and German-Jewish banks to Czech 
banks, as well as breaking up large German-owned estates into smaller 
farms, for the benefit of the Czech peasantry.’ Violent German protests led 
to Czech soldiers shooting and killing more than fifty Germans,*” setting 
the stage for a continuing bitter escalation of the polarization between 
Czechs and Germans, leading to larger tragedies in the decades that 
followed. 

Nazi Germany annexed the Sudetenland in 1938 and then took over the 
rest of Czechoslovakia in 1939. With the country now under Nazi rule, the 
roles of Czechs and Germans were reversed, with brutal suppression of the 
Czechs that lasted until the defeat of Germany in 1945 allowed the Czechs 
to take control of the country once again. In the bitter backlash that 
followed, there was both official discrimination against Germans in 
Czechoslovakia and widespread unofficial and often lethal violence against 
Germans, more than three million of whom were expelled from the country, 
leaving behind a German population less than one-tenth of what it had once 
been.*? 

The Germans’ skills and experience were of course expelled with them, 
and these were not easily replaced. Half a century later, there were still 


deserted towns and farmhouses in the Sudeten region, from which the 
Germans had been expelled*!— mute testimony to the inconvenient fact 
that differences between Czechs and Germans were not simply matters of 
perceptions or injustices, unless one chooses to characterize historical 
circumstantial differences as injustices. All this was part of the price paid 
for seeking cosmic justice for intertemporal abstractions, in a world where 
maintaining peace and civility among flesh-and-blood contemporaries is 
often a major challenge by itself. 

Whether in Europe, Asia, Africa or the Western Hemisphere, a common 
pattern among intellectuals has been to seek, or demand, equality of results 
without equality of causes— or on sheer presumptions of equality of 
causes. Nor have such demands been limited to intellectuals within the 
lagging groups, whether minorities or majorities. Outside intellectuals, 
including intellectuals in other countries, have often discussed statistical 
differences in incomes and other outcomes as “disparities,” and “inequities” 
that need to be “corrected,” as if they were discussing abstract people in an 
abstract world. 

The corrections being urged are seldom corrections within the lagging 
groups, such as Hume urged upon his fellow Scots in the eighteenth 
century. Today, the prevailing tenets of multiculturalism declare all cultures 
equal, sealing members of lagging groups within a bubble of their current 
habits and practices, much as believers in multiculturalism have sealed 
themselves within a bubble of peer-consensus dogma. 

There are certain possibilities that many among the intelligentsia cannot 
even acknowledge as possibilities, much less try to test empirically, which 
would be risking a whole vision of the world— and of themselves— on a 
roll of the dice. Chief among these is the possibility that the most 
fundamental disparity among people is in their disparities in wealth- 
generating capabilities, of which the disparities in income and wealth are 
results, rather than causes. Other disparities, whether in crime, violence and 
alcohol intake or other social pathology, may also have internal roots. But 
these possibilities as well are not allowed inside the sealed bubble of the 
prevailing vision. 

One of the consequences of this vision is that blatant economic and other 
differences among groups, for which explanations due to factors internal to 
the lagging group are not allowed inside the sealed bubble of the 
multicultural vision, must be explained by external causes. If group A has 


higher incomes or higher other achievements than group B, then the vision 
of cosmic justice transforms A’s good fortune into B’s grievance— and not 
a grievance against fate, the gods, geography or the cosmos, but specifically 
a grievance against A. This formula has been applied around the world, 
whether turning Czechs against Germans, Malays against Chinese, 
Ugandans against Indians, Sinhalese against Tamils or innumerable other 
groups against those more successful than themselves. 

The contribution of the intelligentsia to this process has often been to 
verbally conjure up a vision in which A has acquired wealth by taking it 
from B— the latter being referred to as “exploited,” “dispossessed,” or in 
some other verbal formulation that explains the economic disparity by a 
transfer of wealth from B to A. It does not matter if there is no speck of 
evidence that B was economically better off before A arrived on the scene. 
Nor does it matter how much evidence there may be that B became 
demonstrably worse off after A departed the scene, whether it was the 
Ugandan economy collapsing after the expulsions of Indians and Pakistanis 
in the 1970s, the desolation in the Sudeten region of Czechoslovakia after 
the Germans were expelled in 1945, or the continuing urban desolation of 
many black ghettoes across the United States, decades after the riots of the 
1960s drove out many of the white-owned businesses that were supposedly 
exploiting ghetto residents. 

Not only is empirical evidence that A made B poorer seldom considered 
necessary, considerable evidence that A’s presence kept B from being even 
poorer is often ignored. In Third World countries whose poverty has often 
been attributed to “exploitation” by Western nations, it is not uncommon for 
those indigenous people most in contact with Westerners in port cities and 
other places to be visibly less poor than indigenous people out in the 
hinterlands remote from Western contacts or influence.’ 

To think of some people as simply being higher achievers than others, for 
whatever reason, is a threat to today’s prevailing vision, for it implicitly 
places the onus on the lagging group to achieve more— and, perhaps more 
important, deprives the intelligentsia of their role of fighting on the side of 
the angels against the forces of evil. The very concept of achievement fades 
into the background, or disappears completely, in some of the verbal 
formulations of the intelligentsia, where those who turn out to be more 
successful ex post are depicted as having been “privileged” ex ante. 


How far this vision can depart from reality was shown by a report titled 
Ethno-Racial Inequality in the City of Toronto, which said, “the Japanese 
are among the most privileged groups in the city”® because they were more 
successful economically than either the other minorities there or the white 
majority. What makes this conclusion grotesque is a documented history of 
anti-Japanese discrimination in Canada,** where people of Japanese 
ancestry were interned during the Second World War longer than Japanese 
Americans were. 

Similarly, members of the Chinese minority in Malaysia have been 
characterized as having “privilege” and the Malay majority as being 
“deprived,” despite a history of official preferential treatment of Malays, 
going all the way back to British colonial days, when the government 
provided free education to Malays but the Chinese had to get their own.* 
There is no question that the Chinese greatly outperformed the Malays, 
both in education and in the economy— an inconvenient fact evaded by the 
rhetoric of privilege and deprivation. 

Efforts of the intelligentsia to downplay or discredit achievement by 
verbally transforming it into “privilege” are by no means confined to the 
case of the Japanese minority in Canada or the Chinese minority in 
Malaysia. In many countries around the world, the abandoning or 
discrediting of the concept of achievement leads to blaming higher 
achieving groups for the fact that other groups are lower achievers, putting 
the anointed in the familiar role of being on the side of the angels— and 
putting many societies on the road to racial or ethnic polarization, and 
sometimes on the road to ruin. In many places around the world, groups 
who co-existed peacefully for generations have turned violently against one 
another when both circumstances and verbally and politically skilled 
“leaders” appeared at the same time, creating a “perfect storm” of 
polarization. Intellectuals often help create a climate of opinion in which 
such perfect storms can occur. 

The ego stakes of intellectuals discussing racial issues have led not only 
to formulating these issues in ways that promote moral melodramas, 
starring themselves on the side of the angels, but also promoting the 
depiction of those designated as victims as being people who are especially 
worthy— the noble oppressed. Thus, much sympathy was generated for the 
many minority groups in the Habsburg and Ottoman Empires that were 
dismantled in the wake of Woodrow Wilson’s doctrine of the “self- 


determination” of peoples. But the newly created or newly reconstituted 
nations carved out of these dismantled empires quickly became places 
marked by the newly empowered minorities oppressing other minorities in 
the nations now ruled by the erstwhile minorities of the Habsburg or 
Ottoman Empires. However, these new oppressions seldom attracted much 
attention from intellectuals who had championed the cause of the Habsburg 
or Ottoman minorities who were now the new oppressors. 

Something similar has happened in the United States, where intellectuals 
who protested racism against blacks have seldom criticized anti-Semitism 
or anti-Asian words and deeds among black Americans. The beating up of 
Asian American school children by black classmates in New York and 
Philadelphia, for example, has been going on for years,4° and yet has 
attracted little attention, much less criticism, from the intelligentsia. 
Contrary to visions conjured up by some of the intelligentsia, suffering 
oppression does not make people noble, nor necessarily even tolerant. 
Moreover, the behavior of the intelligentsia often reflects a pattern in which 
principles are less important than fashions— and Asian Americans are not 
in vogue. 

There have also been random outbursts of violence by young blacks 
against whites in various cities across the United States, but these attacks 
are either not reported in much of the media or else the racial basis for these 
attacks on strangers is ignored or downplayed, even when the attackers 
accompany their attacks with anti-white invective.*’ 


* In addition to sending their young people abroad to study Western 
technology and science, the Japanese brought so many Scottish engineers to 
their own country that there was a Presbyterian church established in Japan. 


Chapter 5 


Race and Intelligence 


There are few, if any, issues more explosive than the question of whether 
there are innate differences in intelligence among the various races. Here it 
is especially important to be clear as to what is meant, and not meant, by 
“intelligence” in this context. What is not meant are wisdom, skills or even 
developed mental capabilities in general. Virtually everyone recognizes that 
these things depend to some extent on circumstances, including upbringing 
in general and education in particular. Those on both sides of the question 
of race and intelligence are arguing about something much more 
fundamental— the innate potential for thinking, the ability to grasp and 
manipulate complex concepts, without regard to whatever judgment may or 
may not have been acquired from experience or upbringing. 

This has sometimes been called native intelligence— the mental capacity 
with which one was born— but it could more aptly be called the mental 
potential at the time of conception, since the development of the brain can 
be affected by what happens in the womb between conception and birth. 
These things can happen differently according to the behavior of the 
mother, including diet, smoking and intake of alcohol and narcotics, not to 
mention damage that can occur to the brain during its passage through the 
birth canal. Genetic mental potential would therefore mean the potential at 
the moment of conception, rather than at birth, since “native intelligence” 
has already been affected by environment. 

Similarly, if one is comparing the innate potential of races, rather than 
individuals, then that innate potential as it existed at the dawn of the human 
species may be different from what it is today, since all races have been 
subjected to various environmental conditions that can affect what kinds of 
individuals are more likely or less likely to survive and leave offspring to 
carry on their family line and the race. Large disparities in the geographic, 
historic, economic and social conditions in which different races developed 
for centuries open the possibility that different kinds of individuals have 
had different probabilities of surviving and flourishing in these different 
environmental conditions. No one knows if this is true— and this is just one 
of the many things that no one knows about race and intelligence. 


The ferocity of the assertions on both sides of this issue seems to reflect 
the ideological importance of the dispute— that is, how it affects the vision 
and the agendas of intellectuals. During the Progressive era, assertions of 
innate racial differences in intelligence were the basis for proposing 
Sweeping interventions to keep certain races from entering the country and 
to suppress the reproduction of particular races already living within the 
country. During the later twentieth century, assertions of innate equality of 
the races became the basis for proposing sweeping interventions whenever 
there were substantial statistical differences among the races in incomes, 
occupational advances and other social outcomes, since such disparities 
have been regarded as presumptive evidence of discrimination, given the 
presumed innate equality of the races themselves. 

Innate intellectual ability, however, is just one of the many factors that 
can cause different groups to have different outcomes, whether these are 
groups that differ by race, sex, religion, nationality or the many other 
subdivisions of the human species. In short, innate equality of intellectual 
potential in races, even if it could be proven, would not prove that their 
differences in outcomes could only be a result of their being treated 
differently by others— given the many geographic, demographic and other 
influences affecting the development of intellectual potential into concrete 
capabilities among individuals and races. 

Even if there are no innate restrictions on the range of intelligence among 
individuals from different races, this is not to say that there can be no 
induced differences in average mental potential or average developed 
capabilities in a given race, whether induced by differential reproduction 
rates between different social classes within a given race in a given 
environment or by other influences. What is also important to keep in mind 
is the question of both the magnitude and the duration of whatever 
differences in either intellectual potential or developed capabilities that may 
exist as of a given time. These and other possibilities need to be examined 
separately, empirically— and carefully. 


HEREDITY AND ENVIRONMENT 
In principle, all the factors affecting intelligence can be dichotomized 


into those due to heredity and all the remaining influences, which can be 
put into the category of environment. However, life does not always 


cooperate with our analytical categories. If environment can affect which 
hereditary traits are more likely to survive, then these two categories are no 
longer hermetically sealed off from one another. 

If, for example, we take some characteristic that is widely agreed to be 
affected primarily by genetics— height, for example— it has been argued 
that the average height of Frenchmen has been lowered by massive 
casualties in war, as a result of the decimations of French soldiers during 
the Napoleonic wars or during the First World War, or both, since the 
biggest and strongest men have been more likely to have been taken into the 
military forces and sent into battle. Thus two races with initially identical 
genetic potential for height can end up with different heights, and different 
genetic potentials for height in future generations, if one race has been 
subjected more often to conditions more likely to kill off tall people at an 
early age, before they reproduce sufficiently to replace their numbers and 
maintain their share of their race’s gene pool. 

Similarly, some have sought to explain the over-representation of Jews 
among people with high intellectual achievements by differential survival 
rates within the Jewish population. It would be hard to think of any other 
group subjected to such pervasive and relentless persecution, for thousands 
of years, as the Jews. Such persecutions, punctuated from time to time by 
mass lethal violence, obviously reduced Jews’ survival prospects. 
According to this hypothesis, if people of only average or below average 
intelligence were less likely to survive millennia of such persecutions, then 
— regardless of Jews’ initial genetic intellectual potential— a 
disproportionate share of those who survived physically, and especially of 
those who could survive as Jews, without converting to another religion to 
escape persecution, were likely to be among the more ingenious. 

Despite a tendency to think of heredity and environment as if they were 
mutually exclusive and jointly exhaustive, there are many other ways in 
which environment can change heredity, so that races that may have 
initially had the same genetic potential for intelligence can end up with 
different genetic potentials, as a result of their different environments. 

Widely available subsidies for individuals who are less successful 
economically— who, as a group, may average lower IQs than very 
successful individuals— can lead to an increase in the number of babies 
born to teenage dropouts, for example, while higher rates of taxation of 
individuals with higher levels of education and higher earnings can lead to 


the latter having fewer children than otherwise, as a result of their 
unwillingness to produce more offspring, whose chances of getting the 
amount and quality of education required to maintain the living standards 
into which they were born would be reduced if their parents’ income and 
time were spread out over a larger number of children. If both sets of 
individuals and families are of the same race, then the average intelligence 
of that race could be reduced— not only in the next generation, but in 
subsequent generations as well, since a larger portion of the offspring of 
that race would be supplied by the less successful members than if such 
policies of subsidies and taxes did not exist. 

Even if races, as such, did not initially have different genetic potential, 
the fact that the genes of less successful members of a particular race 
become a growing proportion of all the genes passed on to subsequent 
generations can reduce the average hereditary potential of the race as a 
whole, in much the same way that environmental factors can reduce 
heights, not only in the next generation, but in subsequent generations as 
well. Two different kinds of environment can influence such an outcome: 
(1) an external environment which produces various activities of both 
governmental and nongovernmental organizations to subsidize a 
counterproductive lifestyle and (2) an internal culture in which large 
numbers of members of a particular racial or ethnic group are willing to live 
on the dole and spare themselves the efforts required to rise to economic 
independence. 

This second requirement, without which the first may not do nearly as 
much damage, may be entirely environmental, but it can be no less 
damaging to the race and to the composition of its pool of genes. The same 
subsidies may be available to everyone below a specified income level but, 
if some racial or ethnic groups are from a culture that refuses to adopt a 
lifestyle of dependency, then these groups escape both the immediate and 
the longer-run consequences of that lifestyle. Here a crucial distinction must 
be made between environment conceived as the immediate surroundings 
and environment conceived as including a cultural heritage which can differ 
greatly between contemporary groups living at similar socioeconomic 
levels and facing the same objective opportunities in schools and in the 
economy. 

Whether or not this hypothesis can be validated by empirical research, 
like the hypothesis about the heights of Frenchmen it demonstrates that 


heredity theories and environmental theories of group differences are not 
hermetically sealed off from one another, since environment can influence 
the survival rate of hereditary characteristics. Moreover, the question of 
average mental potential or average developed mental capabilities between 
races is different from the question whether some races have a limited 
range of mental abilities— a ceiling on their intellectual potential that is 
lower than for some other races, as implied by genetic determinists of the 
Progressive era. 

While the average Frenchman may not be as tall as the average 
American, Charles DeGaulle was much taller than most Americans. There 
is similarly no reason why differences in average IQs between any two 
groups— racial or otherwise— need to imply that high IQs cannot be 
achieved by members of both groups. These are questions to be answered 
empirically. These are also questions relevant to assertions by people like 
Madison Grant and others in the Progressive era that whole races must be 
severely restricted in their reproduction or, in Sir Francis Galton’s words, 
require “the gradual extinction of an inferior race.”! 

Heredity and environment can interact in many ways. For example, it is 
known that children who are the first born have on average higher IQs than 
their later born siblings.* Whatever the reasons for this, if families in group 
A have an average of two children and families in group B have an average 
of six children, then the average IQ in group A is likely to be higher than in 
group B— even if the innate genetic potential of the two groups is the same 
— because half the people in group A are first-borns, while only one-sixth 
of those in group B are. 

In some cultures, marriage between first cousins is acceptable, or even 
common, while in other cultures it is taboo. These differences existed long 
before science discovered the negative consequences of in-breeding— and 
in some cultures such patterns have continued long after these scientific 
discoveries. Races, classes or other social groups with very different incest 
taboos can therefore start out with identical genetic potential and yet end up 
with different capabilities. The point here is simply that there are too many 
variables involved for dogmatic pronouncements to be made on either side 
of the issue of innate equality or innate inequality of the races as they exist 
today. 

Since there has been no method yet devised to measure the innate 
potential of individuals at the moment of conception, much less the innate 


potential of races at the dawn of the human species, the prospect of a 
definitive answer to the question of the relationship of race and innate 
mental ability seems remote, if possible at all. 

Put differently, the utter certainty of many who have answered this 
question in one way or in the opposite way seems premature at best, when 
all that we have at this point, when it comes to race and intelligence, is a 
small island of knowledge in a vast sea of the unknown. However, neither 
certainty nor precision have been necessary for making practical decisions 
on many other questions, so there needs to be some assessment of the 
magnitude of what is in dispute and then some assessment of how the 
evidence bears on that practical question. 


THE MAGNITUDES IN QUESTION 


The genetic determinists of the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries asserted not merely that there were differences in the average 
mental capacity of different races, but also that these differences were of a 
magnitude sufficient to make it urgent to at least reduce the reproduction of 
some races, as people like Margaret Sanger and Madison Grant suggested, 
or even to promote “the gradual extinction of an inferior race”? as Sir 
Francis Galton advocated. The mental test scores of that era, which seemed 
to support not merely a difference in intellectual capacity between races but 
a difference of a sufficient magnitude to make drastic actions advisable, 
have since then been shown empirically to be far from having the 
permanence that was once assumed. 

Both the magnitude and the permanence of racial differences on mental 
tests have been undermined by later empirical research, quite aside from 
questions about the validity of such tests. As regards magnitude, Professor 
Arthur R. Jensen of the University of California at Berkeley, whose 
research published in 1969 reopened the question of racial differences in 
mental capacity and set off a storm of controversy,‘ provided an insight that 
is especially salient, since he has been prominent, if not pre-eminent, 
among contemporaries on the side of hereditary theories of intelligence: 


When I worked in a psychological clinic, I had to give individual 
intelligence tests to a variety of children, a good many of whom came 
from an impoverished background. Usually I felt these children were 


really brighter than their IQ would indicate. They often appeared 
inhibited in their responsiveness in the testing situation on their first 
visit to my office, and when this was the case I usually had them 
come in on two to four different days for half-hour sessions with me 
in a “play therapy” room, in which we did nothing more than get 
better acquainted by playing ball, using finger paints, drawing on the 
blackboard, making things out of clay, and so forth. As soon as the 
child seemed to be completely at home in this setting, I would retest 
him on a parallel form of the Stanford-Binet. A boost in IQ of 8 to 10 
points or so was the rule; it rarely failed, but neither was the gain very 
often much above this.” 


Since “8 to 10 points” is more than half the average IQ difference of 15 
points between black and white Americans, the disappearance of that much 
IQ differential from a simple change of immediate circumstances suggests 
that the magnitude of what is in question today is not whether some people 
are capable only of being “hewers of wood and drawers of water.” Professor 
Jensen’s conclusions on a practical level are therefore very different from 
the conclusions of Margaret Sanger, Madison Grant or Sir Francis Galton in 
earlier years: 


Whenever we select a person for some special educational purpose, 
whether for special instruction in a grade-school class for children 
with learning problems, or for a “gifted” class with an advanced 
curriculum, or for college attendance, or for admission to graduate 
training or a professional school, we are selecting an individual, and 
we are selecting him and dealing with him as an individual for 
reasons of his individuality. Similarly, when we employ someone, or 
promote someone in his occupation, or give some special award or 
honor to someone for his accomplishments, we are doing this to an 
individual. The variables of social class, race, and national origin are 
correlated so imperfectly with any of the valid criteria on which the 
above decisions should depend, or, for that matter, with any 
behavioral characteristic, that these background factors are irrelevant 
as a basis for dealing with individuals— as students, as employees, as 
neighbors. Furthermore, since, as far as we know, the full range of 
human talents is represented in all the major races of man and in all 


socioeconomic levels, it is unjust to allow the mere fact of an 
individual’s racial or social background to affect the treatment 
accorded to him.° 


Nor was Arthur R. Jensen as confident as the writers of the Progressive 
era had been about the meaning of a mental test score. Professor Jensen said 
he had “very little confidence in a single test score, especially if it is the 
child’s first test and more especially if the child is from a poor background 
and of a different race from the examiner.”’ He also acknowledged the 
possible effect of home environment. Professor Jensen pointed out that “3 
out of 4 Negroes failing the Armed Forces Qualification Test come from 
families of four or more children.’ In other words, he saw that more than 
race was involved. 

Jensen’s article, which renewed a controversy that has since lasted for 
decades, was titled “How Much Can We Boost IQ and Scholastic 
Achievement?” His answer— long since lost in the storms of controversies 
that followed— was that scholastic achievement could be much improved 
by different teaching methods, but that these different teaching methods 
were not likely to change IQ scores much.” 

Far from concluding that lower IQ groups were not educable, Jensen 
said: “One of the great and relatively untapped reservoirs of mental ability 
in the disadvantaged, it appears from our research, is the basic ability to 
learn. We can do more to marshal this strength for educational purposes.”!° 
He argued for educational reforms, saying that “scholastic performance— 
the acquisition of the basic skills— can be boosted much more, at least in 
the early years, than can the IQ” and that, among “the disadvantaged,” there 
are “high school students who have failed to learn basic skills which they 
could easily have learned many years earlier” if taught in different ways.!! 

As someone writing against a later orthodoxy— one in which only such 
non-genetic factors as test bias and social environment were acceptable as 
factors behind racial differences in IQ scores— Jensen confronted not only 
opposing beliefs, but also a dogmatism about those beliefs reminiscent of 
the opposite dogmatism of genetic determinists of an earlier time. Professor 
Jensen wrote in 1969: “A preordained, doctrinaire stance with regard to this 
issue hinders the achievement of a scientific understanding of the problem. 
To rule out of court, so to speak, any reasonable hypotheses on purely 


ideological grounds is to argue that static ignorance is preferable to 
increasing our knowledge of reality.” !? 

Jensen was also concerned with social consequences, as well as with 
questions of scientific findings. He pointed out that “Negro middle- and 
upper-class families have fewer children than their white counterparts, 
while Negro lower-class families have more,” and that these facts “have 
some relationship to intellectual ability,” as shown by the disproportionate 
representation of blacks from large families among those who failed the 
Armed Forces Qualification Test. He said that “current welfare policies” — 
presumably because they subsidized the birth of more children by black 
lower-class families— could lead to negative effects on black educational 
achievement. Jensen concluded that these welfare policies and “the possible 
consequences of our failure seriously to study these questions may well be 
viewed by future generations as our society’s greatest injustice to Negro 
Americans.”!* 

To argue, as Professor Jensen has, that environment can have detrimental 
effects on the average hereditary endowment of a race is not to say, as 
Madison Grant did, that “race is everything” or to say, as Francis Galton 
did, that “the gradual extinction of an inferior race” is the only solution for 
those races whose intellectual potential must be written off. Both Grant and 
Galton argued as if there is some inherent ceiling to the intelligence of some 
races— not simply that differential survival rates of people of the same race 
with different IQs can statistically lower the average IQ, even though the IQ 
range for individuals of that race may go as high as that of other individuals 
from other races. 

While controversies about race and IQ focus on explanations for the 
differences in median IQs among groups, the magnitude of those 
differences is also crucial. Research by Professor James R. Flynn, an 
American expatriate in New Zealand, concluded that the average IQ of 
Chinese Americans in 1945 to 1949 was 98.5, compared to a norm of 100 
for whites.'* Even if we were to arbitrarily assume, for the sake of argument 
— as Professor Flynn did not— that this difference at that time was due 
solely to genetics, the magnitude of the difference would hardly justify the 
kinds of drastic policies advocated by eugenicists. 

In reality, the occupational achievements of both Chinese Americans and 
Japanese Americans exceed those of white Americans with the same IQs. 
Japanese Americans were found to have occupational achievements equal 


to that of those whites who had 10 points higher IQs than themselves, and 
Chinese Americans to have occupational achievements equal to those of 
those whites who had 20 points higher IQs than themselves. !° 

In short, even though much research has shown that IQ differences matter 
for educational, occupational and other achievements,!° the magnitude of 
those differences also matters, and in particular cases other factors may 
outweigh IQ differences in determining outcomes. Incidentally, other IQ 
studies at different times and places show people of Chinese and Japanese 
ancestry with higher IQs than whites,'’ though the differences are similarly 
small in these studies as well. 

The importance of other factors besides IQ is not a blank check for 
downplaying or disregarding mental test scores when making employment, 
college admissions or other decisions. Although empirical evidence shows 
that Chinese Americans and Japanese Americans tend to perform better in 
educational institutions than whites with the same mental test scores as 
themselves, other empirical evidence shows that blacks tend to perform 
below the level of those whites with the same test scores as themselves.!® 
Clearly, then, with blacks as with Chinese and Japanese Americans, other 
factors besides IQs have a significant influence on actual educational 
outcomes, even though these other factors operate in a different direction 
for different groups. 

None of this means that mental tests— whether IQ tests, college aptitude 
tests, or others— can be disregarded when it comes to making practical 
decisions about individuals, even if they do not justify sweeping inferences 
about genes or discrimination. When deciding whom to hire, admit to 
college or select for other kinds of endeavors, the relevant question about 
tests is: What has been the track record of a particular test in predicting 
subsequent performances— both absolutely and in comparison with 
alternative criteria? It is essentially an empirical statistical question, rather 
than a matter of speculation or ideology. 

The issue is not even whether the particular questions in the test seem 
plausibly relevant to the endeavor at hand, as even courts of law have 
misconceived the issue.!? If knowing fact A enables you to make 
predictions about outcome B with a better track record than alternative 
criteria, then plausibility is no more relevant than it was when wine experts 
dismissed Professor Orley Ashenfelter’s use of weather statistics to predict 


wine prices— which predictions turned out to have a better track record 
than the methods used by wine experts.” 


PREDICTIVE VALIDITY 


Even if IQ tests or college admissions tests do not accurately measure the 
“real” intelligence of prospective students or employees— however “real” 
intelligence might be defined— the practical question is whether whatever 
they do measure is correlated with future success in the particular endeavor. 
Despite numerous claims that mental tests under-estimate the “real” 
intelligence of blacks, a huge body of research has demonstrated repeatedly 
that the future scholastic performances of blacks are not under-estimated by 
these tests which tend, if anything, to predict a slightly higher performance 
level than that which actually follows, contrary to the situation with 
Chinese Americans or Japanese Americans. While blacks tend to score 
lower than whites on a variety of aptitude, academic achievement and job 
tests, empirical evidence indicates that those whites with the same test 
scores as blacks have, on average, a track record of higher subsequent 
performances than blacks, whether academically or on the job. This 
includes academic performance in colleges, law schools, and medical 
schools, and job performance in the civil service and in the Air Force.?! 

Nor is this pattern unique to American blacks. In the Philippines, for 
example, students from low-income and rural backgrounds have not only 
had lower than average test scores, but have also done worse academically 
at the University of the Philippines than other students with the same low 
test scores as themselves.” In Indonesia, where men have averaged lower 
test scores than women, men with the same test scores as women have done 
poorer academic work than women at the University of Indonesia.” 

A long-range study by Lewis Terman, beginning in 1921, followed 
children with IQs of 140 and above in their later lives and found that those 
children who came from homes where the parents were less educated, and 
were from a lower socioeconomic level, did not achieve prominence in their 
own lives as often as other children in the same IQ range who had the 
further advantage of coming from homes with a higher cultural level.7+ In 
short, other factors besides those captured by IQ tests affect performances 
in various endeavors— and affect them differently for different groups. But 


one cannot just arbitrarily wave test results aside, in order to get more 
demographic “representation” of racial or other groups with lower test 
scores as employees, students or in other contexts. 

A growing body of empirical data shows that black students mismatched 
with the particular colleges or universities they attend fail or drop out more 
often than other students at those institutions— and more often than black 
students with the same test scores or other academic qualifications as 
themselves who attend academic institutions where the other students are 
on a similar academic level.*? The problem is not that these black students 
are “unqualified” to be in a college or university. They may be highly 
qualified to be in some college or university, but are mismatched with the 
particular college or university that has admitted them for the sake of 
demographic “diversity” by disregarding test scores and other academic 
qualifications. 

A study at M.I.T., for example, showed that the average black student 
there had math SAT scores in the top 10 percent nationwide— and in the 
bottom 10 percent at M.I.T. Nearly one-fourth of these extraordinarily high- 
ranking black students failed to graduate from M.I.T.*° More generally, 
students with a given mathematics level succeeded in getting science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics degrees more often at academic 
institutions where the other students were at comparable academic levels.’ 

It has been much the same story in law schools. At the Georgetown 
University Law School, for example, the median test score of black students 
on the Law School Aptitude Test was at the 75th percentile— hardly 
“unqualified’— but that score was lower than the score of any white 
student admitted to this elite law school at the same time.’ Studies at a 
number of law schools indicate that black students admitted with lower 
qualifications than other students not only do less well academically while 
in law school but fail the bar examination more often than either the white 
students at their law school or black students with the same academic 
qualifications as themselves who attend law schools where the other 
students have academic qualifications similar to their own.” 

In short, ignoring test scores and other academic qualifications when 
admitting minority students turns minority students with all the 
qualifications for success into artificially induced failures, by mismatching 
them with the institutions that admit them under lower standards. 


ABSTRACT QUESTIONS 


A common finding among groups with low mental test scores, in various 
countries around the world, has been an especial lack of interest and 
proficiency in answering abstract questions. A study in England, for 
example, showed that rural working class boys trailed their urban peers 
more on abstract questions than on other kinds of questions.*° In the 
Hebrides Islands off Scotland, where the average IQ of the Gaelic-speaking 
children was 85— the same as that among blacks in the United States— the 
Gaelic-speaking youngsters did well on informational items but trailed their 
English-speaking peers most on items involving such abstractions as time, 
logic, and other non-verbal factors.*! In Jamaica, where IQs averaged 
below normal, the lowest performance was on the least verbal test? A 
1932 study of white children living in isolated mountain communities in the 
United States showed that they not only had low IQ scores over all, but 
were especially deficient on questions involving abstract comprehension.** 

Indian children being tested in South Africa were likewise reported as 
showing a “lack of interest in non-verbal materials.”°4 Lower class 
youngsters in Venezuela were described as “non-starters” on one of the 
well-known abstract tests used there.*> Inhabitants of the Hebrides likewise 
gave evidence of not being fully oriented toward such questions.°° Black 
American soldiers tested during the First World War tended to “lapse into 
inattention and almost into sleep” during abstract tests, according to 
observers.>/ 

That black-white mental test score differences in America are likewise 
greatest on abstract questions?’ is hardly surprising, in view of this common 
pattern among groups that score low in various countries around the world, 
regardless of the race of the particular group. But the fact that low-scoring 
groups tend to do their worst on abstract questions is also contrary to the 
claim made by some critics of mental tests that group differences in scores 
on these tests are due primarily to the words used in these tests or to the 
culturally loaded subjects in the questions. However, an interest in 
abstractions is itself something characteristic of particular cultures and not 
of others. When H.H. Goddard said of the immigrants he tested at Ellis 
Island that they “cannot deal with abstractions,”>? he overlooked the 
possibility that they had no real interest in abstractions. 


Even if those who take mental tests try to do their best on abstract 
questions, as on other questions, a lifetime of disinterest in such things can 
mean that their best is not very good, even if that is not due to a lack of 
innate potential. If Asian American youngsters were to do their best playing 
basketball against black American youngsters on a given day, their best 
might not be nearly as good as the best of youngsters who had spent far 
more time on this activity before. Similarly if black youngsters try their best 
on a test measuring mental skills that they have not spent as much time 
developing as Asian youngsters have. 

Neither genes nor a biased test is necessary to explain such results. If 
there were some group which assiduously pursued intellectual development 
and yet ended up with low IQs, the case for genetic determinism might be 
overwhelming. But there seems to be no such group anywhere. 

If one chooses to call tests that require the mastery of abstractions 
culturally biased, because some cultures put more emphasis on abstractions 
than others do, that raises fundamental questions about what the tests are 
for. In a world where the ability to master abstractions is essential in 
mathematics, science and other endeavors, the measurement of that ability 
is not an arbitrary bias. A culture-free test might be appropriate in a culture- 
free society— but there are no such societies. 

Nor is the importance of particular kinds of abilities constant over time, 
even in the same endeavors. Criteria that might have been suited to 
selecting individuals to be shepherds or farmers in centuries past may not 
be adequate for selecting individuals for a different range of occupations 
today— or even to selecting individuals to be shepherds or farmers today, in 
an age of scientific agriculture and scientific animal husbandry. 


TEST SCORE DIFFERENCES 


Whether or not whatever factors make for high or low mental test scores 
make these tests a good measure of innate mental potential, what matters 
from a practical standpoint is whether those factors are important in 
education, in the economy and in life. Disregarding test scores, in order to 
get a higher demographic “representation” of black students in colleges and 
universities, for example, has systematically mismatched these students 
with the particular institutions in which they have been enrolled. 


When the top tier colleges and universities accept black students whose 
test scores are like those of students in the second tier of academic 
institutions, then those colleges and universities in the second tier, which 
now find themselves with a smaller pool of black applicants whose 
qualifications are suited to their institutions, are thus left to accept black 
students whose test scores are more like those of students in the third tier— 
and so on down the line. In short, mismatching at the top tier institutions 
has a domino effect across the field of academic institutions, leading to far 
higher rates of academic failure among black students than among other 
students. 

A widely-praised book on the effects of affirmative action in college 
admissions— The Shape of the River by former college presidents William 
Bowen and Derek Bok— claimed to have refuted this mismatching 
hypothesis with data showing that black students “graduated at higher rates, 
the more selective the school that they attended” (emphasis in the 
original).*? But what would be relevant to testing the mismatching 
hypothesis is the difference in test scores between black and white students 
at the same institutions— and this difference has been less at Harvard (95 
points on the combined SAT test scores) than at Duke (184 points) or Rice 
(271 points).*! Other data likewise indicate that black students graduate at a 
higher rate in colleges where their test scores are more similar to those of 
white students at the same institutions.4* As Bowen and Bok themselves 
say: “There has been a much more pronounced narrowing of the black- 
white gap in SAT scores among applicants to the most selective colleges.” 

That the high rate of college dropouts found among black students in 
general is not as great at institutions where the racial mental test score gap 
is not as great is a confirmation of the mismatching hypothesis that Bowen 
and Bok claim to have refuted. The fact that access to their raw data has 
been refused to others“ suggests that the great praise showered on their 
book in the media may reflect agreement with its message and its vision, 
rather than a critical examination of its evidence and reasoning. 

Although most controversies about racial differences in intelligence focus 
on averages, such as those of IQ scores, what is also relevant is the range 
of these scores. As already noted, much of what was said in the early 
twentieth century seemed to indicate a belief that there was some ceiling to 
intelligence that was lower for some races than for others. This was another 


way in which Professor Jensen differed from early twentieth century 
believers in genetic determinism, since he acknowledged that “as far as we 
know, the full range of human talents is represented in all the major races of 
man.” 

As for that supposed lower intellectual ceiling, among the “beaten men 
from beaten races” disdained during the Progressive era were Jews— who 
were later in the forefront of those whose scientific work made the United 
States the first nuclear power, and Jews have been wholly 
disproportionately represented among Nobel laureates worldwide.*° 
International chess championships have been won by any number of 
members of another group of “beaten men from beaten races,” the Slavs— 
and the first human being to go into space was a Slav. The idea of an 
intellectual ceiling for particular races seems unsustainable, whatever might 
be said of intellectual averages. 

There have been studies of blacks with IQs significantly above the 
national average, these studies having lower cutoff IQ scores of 120, 130, 
and 140.4’ One of these studies turned up a nine-year-old girl “of apparently 
pure Negro stock” with an IQ of 143 on the Porteus mazes test, 180 on the 
Otis test and “approximately 200” on the Binet IQ test.4® If there is an 
intelligence ceiling for blacks, and it is up near an IQ of 200, then its 
practical significance would be wholly different from what was proclaimed 
by genetic determinists of the Progressive era, who depicted some races as 
being unfit for survival in any role above that of the proverbial “hewers of 
wood and drawers of water.” No one of course knows whether there is a 
racial ceiling on anyone’s IQ, much less what that ceiling might be. 

Although the most common and most heated controversies about racial 
differences in IQ have centered on black and white Americans, the singling 
out of any given racial or ethnic group for comparison with the national 
average in any country creates an implication of uniqueness that is belied 
by empirical facts, since the national average itself is simply an amalgam of 
very different IQ levels among a variety of racial, social, regional and other 
groups. * 

There is nothing unique about the average black American IQ of 85, 
compared to a national average of 100. At various times and places, other 
racial or social groups have had very similar IQs. Studies during the era of 
mass immigration to the United States in the early twentieth century often 
found immigrant children from various countries with average IQs in the 


80s. A 1923 survey of studies of Italian American IQs, for example, found 
their average IQ to be 85 in one study, 84 in three studies, 83 in another 
study and 77.5 in still another study. A 1926 survey of American IQ studies 
found median IQs of 85.6 for Slovaks, 83 for Greeks, 85 for Poles, 78 for 
Spaniards, and 84 for Portuguese.” 

Similar IQs in the 80s have been found among people living in the 
Hebrides Islands off Scotland and in white mountaineer communities in the 
United States in the 1930s°°— both groups being of Nordic extraction, 
people who were supposed to be intellectually superior, according to 
Madison Grant and others. A 1962 study of the children of people from 
India tested in South Africa found them to have a mean IQ of 86.8, the 
same as that of African children there.>! 

Although mental test pioneer Carl Brigham wrote in 1923 that the Army 
mental tests during the First World War provided an “inventory” of “mental 
capacity” with “a scientific basis,”>* in 1930 he recanted his earlier view 
that low mental test scores among various immigrant groups in the United 
States reflected low innate intelligence. He belatedly pointed out in 1930 
that many of the immigrant men tested by the Army during the First World 
War were raised in homes where the language spoken was not English. 
Although Brigham said in his 1923 book that he and other testers had 
“demonstrated the accuracy of the combined scale as a measure of the 
intelligence of the groups under consideration,”°* he said candidly in his 
1930 article that his previous conclusions were— in his own words— 
“without foundation. ”54 

For blacks who took those same tests, their very low level of literacy at 
the time was likewise a factor to be considered, though few commentators 
took that into account. One sign of that low level of literacy among black 
soldiers taking the Army mental tests, and how that affected the results, was 
that black soldiers were more often able to answer some of the more 
difficult questions that did not require understanding the meaning of written 
words than they were able to answer much simpler questions that did.* 

In addition, one section of one of the Army tests required information 
such as the color of sapphires, the location of Cornell University, the 
profession of Alfred Noyes and the city in which the Pierce Arrow 
automobile was manufactured.°> Why blacks would have had any reason to 
know any of these things at that time is a mystery— and why such 


questions could be considered measures of either black or white innate 
intelligence is an even bigger mystery. But here, as in other very different 
contexts, statistical data that seemed to fit prevailing preconceptions among 
intellectuals have been accepted and proclaimed, with little or no critical 
examination. 


DURATION OF MENTAL TEST RESULTS 


During the Progressive era, one of the strongest arguments advanced for 
eugenics was that the tendency of people with lower IQs to have larger 
families would, over time, lead to a decline in the national IQ. But the later 
research of Professor James R. Flynn showed that, in more than a dozen 
countries around the world, the average performance on IQ tests rose 
substantially— by one standard deviation or more— in a generation or 
two.°° Only the fact that IQ tests are repeatedly renormed, in order to keep 
the average IQ at its definitional level of 100, as the average number of 
questions answered correctly increased, had concealed this rise— and only 
the fact that Professor Flynn went back to the original raw scores revealed 
the facts which the renorming had concealed. 

Much has been made of the fact that the average IQ among blacks has 
remained at about 85 over the generations, suggesting that the tests are 
measuring an unchanging genetic potential. But the apparent permanence of 
the performance of black Americans on IQ tests is an artifact of the 
renorming of those tests. The average number of questions answered 
correctly on IQ tests by blacks in 2002 would have given them an average 
IQ of 104 by the norms used in 1947—1948, which is to say, slightly higher 
than the average performance of Americans in general during the earlier 
period.’ In short, the performances of blacks on IQ tests have risen 
significantly over time, just as the performances of other people in the 
United States and in other countries have, even though the renorming of 
those tests concealed these changes. While the persistence of a gap between 
blacks and whites in America on IQ tests leads some to conclude that 
genetic differences are the reason, the large changes in IQ test performance 
by both black and white Americans, as well as by the populations of other 
whole nations around the world, undermine the notion that IQ tests measure 
an unchanging genetic potential. 


The fervor and persistence of the racial IQ debate cannot be assumed to 
be a measure of its practical implications,* as distinguished from its 
ideological importance for competing social visions. As already noted, even 
the leading advocate of genetic theories of IQ differences, Professor Arthur 
R. Jensen, has seen scholastic achievement as amenable to different 
teaching methods and has treated IQ differences as an over-estimate of 
differences in intelligence between children from lower socioeconomic 
classes and others. Since concrete capabilities matter much more in the real 
world than do abstract potentialities, educational outcomes are the practical 
issue, however much this practical issue has been overshadowed by 
ideological issues. 

The leading scholar in the opposing, environmentalist school of thought, 
Professor James R. Flynn, expressed the narrowness of the practical issues 
in 2008: 


The race and IQ debate has raged for almost forty years. I have been 
entangled in it for thirty years. It has been a constant and unwelcome 
companion, rather like living with an uncongenial spouse from an 
arranged marriage. It has occupied the time of legions of scholars and 
laid waste acres of trees. Will we ever see the end of it? At least the 
debate is entering a new and more sophisticated stage. Given the 
relatively high values for black IQ in infancy and age 4, the focus 
should now be on whatever causes the decline of black IQ (compared 
to white) with age. If that can be settled, the main event will be 
over.>8 


Professor Flynn has argued that the culture in which most black 
Americans grow up has had a negative effect on their intellectual 
development. He pointed out that the offspring of black and white 
American soldiers, who fathered children with German women during the 
American occupation of Germany after the Second World War, had no such 
IQ differences as that among black and white children in the United States. 
Professor Flynn concluded that the reason for results being different in 
Germany was that the offspring of black soldiers in Germany “grew up in a 
nation with no black subculture.”°? 

There is other evidence that the black subculture has a negative effect on 
intellectual achievement. An empirical study published by the National 


Bureau of Economic Research found that “a higher percentage of Black 
schoolmates has a strong adverse effect on achievement of Blacks and, 
moreover, that the effects are highly concentrated in the upper half of the 
ability distribution.”°? In other words, brighter black students do not 
perform as well in settings where there are many other black students 
around them, contrary to the theory that what is needed in educational 
institutions is some larger “critical mass” of black students, in order to 
make them feel socially comfortable and thus able to do their best work 
academically. Yet the unsubstantiated “critical mass” theory has flourished 
from academic journals to Supreme Court briefs.°! 

Another study, focussing on the effect of ability-grouping on the 
performances of students in general, mentioned among its conclusions: 
“Schooling in a homogeneous group of students appears to have a positive 
effect on high-ability students’ achievements, and even stronger effects on 
the achievements of high-ability minority youth.”6? In other words, high- 
ability minority youngsters do better in classes that are intellectually 
homogeneous, rather than racially homogeneous, or in which there are 
many members of their own race. 

The negative effects of the black subculture on intellectual development 
are manifested in other ways as well. A study of high-IQ black adults found 
that they described their childhoods as “extremely unhappy” more often 
than other blacks. This study was done long before the current reports of 
academically striving black students being accused by their peers of “acting 
white.” Empirical studies during this later era show a negative correlation 
between black students’ academic achievement and their popularity among 
other black students. An opposite pattern was found among white 
Americans and Asian Americans.™ In England, lower-class whites show a 
pattern strikingly similar to that among American blacks who resent 
academically achieving classmates. British physician Theodore Dalrymple 
reports lower class school children being beaten up so badly by their lower 
class classmates as to require hospital treatment, simply because they are 
doing well in school. 

There is other evidence against the “critical mass” theory. In earlier 
times, from 1892 to 1954, all-black Dunbar High School in Washington 
sent 34 graduates to Amherst College, usually very few at any given time, 
and certainly nothing that could be called a “critical mass.” Seventy-four 
percent of those black students graduated from Amherst, 28 percent of these 


graduating as Phi Beta Kappas.°° Dunbar did not promote a black 
subculture. As Senator Edward Brooke, one of its alumni, put it: 


Negro History Week was observed, and in American history they 
taught about the emancipation of the slaves and the struggle for 
equality and civil rights. But there was no demand by students for 
more, no real interest in Africa and its heritage. We knew about 
Africa as we knew about Finland.°’ 


Yet the “critical mass” theory continues to flourish, with no evidence 
behind it, but with a peer consensus among the intelligentsia, which is 
apparently sufficient for many. 

The cultural explanation of black-white IQ differences is also consistent 
with the fact that very young black American children do not lag behind 
very young white American children on mental tests, but that the gap begins 
and widens as they grow up. Research as far back as the 1920s found this 
pattern, as Otto Klineberg reported in a 1941 summary: 


A study by Lacy, for example, showed that the average I.Q. of 
colored children dropped steadily from 99 to 87 in the first four 
school grades, whereas the White I.Q. remained almost stationary. 
Wells also noted that Negro children were equal to Whites at ages six, 
seven and eight; only slightly inferior at ages nine, ten and eleven; 
and showed a progressively more marked inferiority from the ages of 
twelve to sixteen.®® 


Professor Jensen offers an alternative, genetic explanation for this 
pattern,°’ but a similar pattern was also found among low-IQ European 
immigrant groups in studies in 1916 to 1920, and among white American 
children in isolated mountain communities studied in 1930 and 1940,” so it 
is not a racial peculiarity in a genetic sense. Professor Flynn’s explanation 
of this same pattern is consistent with the data cited by Klineberg. But these 
data are completely inconsistent with the prevailing multiculturalists’ 
doctrine that all cultures are equal. Flynn’s cultural explanation of black- 
white differences in IQ is also consistent with the otherwise puzzling 
anomaly that the mental test scores of white soldiers from various Southern 


states during the First World War were lower than the mental test scores of 
black soldiers from various Northern states at that time. 7! 

Striking differences between the regional cultures of the South and the 
North in times past have been noted by many, including Alexis de 
Tocqueville, Frederick Law Olmsted and Hinton Helper in the nineteenth 
century, and Gunnar Myrdal in the twentieth century.’* Moreover, those 
differences went back for centuries, when similar differences existed in 
different regions of Britain, among people who would later settle in the 
American South and others who would later settle in New England.” 

Some of these cultural differences have been detailed in Cracker Culture 
by Grady McWhiney and in Albion’s Seed by David Hackett Fischer, as 
well as in my book Black Rednecks and White Liberals. The fact that 
whites who came out of that Southern culture scored lower on mental tests 
than Northern whites— as well as whites from some Southern states scoring 
lower than blacks from some Northern states— is much more difficult to 
reconcile with genetic theories than with cultural explanations. In fact, 
neither of the two main explanations of mental test score differences by the 
twentieth century intelligentsia— genetic differences or racial 
discrimination— can account for white Southerners scoring low on the 
Army mental tests in the First World War. But the cultural explanation is 
consistent with both blacks and Southern whites scoring low on these tests 
at that time. 

Much has changed in the South in later generations, and especially in the 
latter decades of the twentieth century, in part as a result of interregional 
migrations which have changed the demographic and cultural makeup of 
the South, perhaps more so than other regions of the country. However, as 
late as the middle of the twentieth century, most blacks in America had 
been born in the old South, even when they lived in the North, so the 
culture of the South, which Gunnar Myrdal saw as common to both blacks 
and whites born in that region, lived on in black ghettos across the 
country.’ Many features of that culture have continued to live on today, 
often insulated from change by being regarded as a sacrosanct part of black 
culture and identity. 

There is another striking phenomenon which cannot be explained by 
either the hereditary or the environmental theory of IQ differences— as 
heredity and environment are usually conceived. That is the fact that 
females are several times as numerous as males among blacks with high 


IQs,” despite the fact that black males and black females inherit the same 
genes and are raised in the same homes and neighborhoods. Yet a cultural 
explanation seems more consistent with these findings as well, since the 
particular culture in which most blacks have lived for centuries, like the 
culture of white Southerners in the past, has emphasized especially macho 
roles for males.* It is hardly surprising if such a culture inhibited the 
intellectual development of both blacks and whites— especially males— in 
the South. 

Further evidence that the male-female difference in IQs among blacks is 
cultural is that black orphans raised by white families show no such female 
superiority in IQs, in addition to both sexes having higher average IQs than 
other black children.” It should also be noted that the male-female 
difference in average IQs among blacks is only a few points but, due to the 
characteristics of a bell curve, a small difference in average IQs translates 
into a large difference in male-female representation at high IQ levels. 
Since these high IQ levels are common among students at elite colleges and 
among people in elite occupations, their impact on demographic 
representation in such conspicuous places can be considerable. 

There is other evidence that “environment” cannot be usefully defined 
solely in terms of current gross external circumstances, such as income 
levels or even levels of education. More important, environment cannot be 
defined solely in terms of surrounding circumstances at a given time. 

During the era of mass immigration to the United States, for example, it 
was common for Italian and Jewish children to be raised in similar low- 
income neighborhoods and to sit side-by-side in the same classrooms. Yet 
the Jewish children began to improve educationally before the Italian 
children, who were mostly the offspring of southern Italian parents. Nor 
was this at all surprising, in light of different cultural attitudes that prevailed 
among Jews and among southern Italians, long before these children were 
born. Even uneducated Jews respected education, while the imposition of 
compulsory education in southern Italy was not only resisted but evaded, 
and in places even led to riots and the burning of school houses.’’ However 
similar the immediate circumstances of Italian and Jewish school children 
were on the Lower East Side of New York, each trailed the long shadow of 
the cultural history and tradition in which they were raised, and those 
histories and traditions were very different. 


Just as the preferences of Progressive-era intellectuals for genetic 
explanations of group differences led them to give little attention to cultural 
explanations of intergroup differences in educational achievement, so the 
preferences of intellectuals in the second half of the twentieth century for 
external social explanations— racial segregation and/or discrimination in 
schools being prominent— led them to likewise overlook cultural 
explanations. But research on a school in a large metropolitan area in the 
North from 1932 through 1953 found IQ differences between Jewish and 
Italian children attending that school to be as persistent over the years as 
black-white IQ differences in racially segregated schools in the South, and 
IQ differences between Jewish and Puerto Rican youngsters in that same 
school to be not only as persistent, but as large, as IQ differences between 
black and white youngsters attending different, racially segregated schools 
in the Jim Crow-era South.’8 

There were similar IQ differences among Mexican American and 
Japanese American youngsters living in the same school district out west, at 
a place and time where there was little occupational difference among their 
parents.’” Cultural differences with educational consequences are not 
peculiar to the United States. When Maori students, admitted under 
preferential policies at New Zealand’s University of Auckland, fail to show 
up for tutorials as often as other students,8? their academic failures cannot 
be attributed automatically to institutional racism or to not having enough 
“role models”— not if the purpose is to advance Maoris rather than to 
protect a vision. 

It should be noted that an internal explanation of racial differences— 
even if it is cultural, rather than genetic— deprives intellectuals of a moral 
melodrama and the opportunity that presents to be on the side of the angels 
against the forces of evil. There are, of course, times to take moral stands on 
particular issues, but that is very different from saying that issues in general, 
or racial issues in particular, are to be automatically conceived in ways that 
create a moral melodrama. Yet internal explanations of economic outcome 
differences among Americans have become so taboo that it was literally 
front-page news in the New York Times when a conference was held on the 
possibility that “a culture of poverty” existed, and that this culture helped 
explain disparate economic and other outcomes among the poor in general 
or blacks in particular.*! 


Near the end of the twentieth century, another firestorm among the 
intelligentsia was ignited by the publication of a major study of intelligence 
testing in general, and the social implications of its results, by Richard J. 
Herrnstein and Charles Murray, in their book The Bell Curve. Although 
most of the data and analysis in this book dealt with samples of white 
Americans, its two chapters on ethnic differences in mental test scores 
dominated discussions of the book, and especially attacks on the book. Yet 
one of the most important— and most ignored— statements in The Bell 
Curve appears there completely italicized: 


That a trait is genetically transmitted in individuals does not mean 
that group differences in that trait are also genetic in origin.’ 


As an example of that principle, it is known that differences in height 
among individuals are due mostly to genetics, but the difference in height 
between the people of North Korea and South Korea cannot be explained 
that way, because North Koreans were not shorter than South Koreans 
before drastic differences in living standards between the two halves of 
Korea began with that country’s partitioning after the Second World War,® 
with North Korea being run by a draconian dictatorship that left its people 
in dire poverty. So, although genetics may explain most differences in 
height among most individuals and groups, it cannot explain all differences 
in height among all groups. 

Whether there are, or have been, environmental differences of 
comparable magnitudes between other groups at various times and places, 
in ways that would affect mental capabilities, is a question that is open to 
empirical investigation. But what The Bell Curve says about the relative 
effects of heredity and environment on intergroup differences is that there is 
simply no foregone conclusion either way— which is the opposite of what 
was said by most of the intelligentsia in either the Progressive era or the 
later liberal and multicultural eras. 

While The Bell Curve says that “the instability of test scores across 
generations should caution against taking the current ethnic differences as 
etched in stone,”34 it also refuses to accept the arguments of those who 
“deny that genes have anything to do with group differences, a much more 
ambitious proposition.” Authors Herrnstein and Murray declared 
themselves “resolutely agnostic” on the relative weight of heredity and 


environment in ethnic differences in cognitive abilities, because “the 
evidence does not yet justify an estimate.”®° 

Saying that existing evidence is inadequate to reach sweeping 
conclusions on a complex question like the existence or non-existence of 
differences in innate mental potential among races might not seem to be 
something to stir heated controversies, unless someone can point to 
definitive evidence, one way or the other, which no one has.* Nevertheless, 
The Bell Curve has been widely treated in the media, and even among 
many academics, as if it were just a restatement of the arguments of people 
like Madison Grant, despite the fact that (1) only two of its 22 chapters deal 
with ethnic differences and (2) their conclusions as to both facts and 
policies are as different from those of the Progressive era as from those of 
the later liberal and multicultural eras. 

Like James R. Flynn, Herrnstein and Murray mention the fact that the 
children of black and white soldiers on occupation duty in Germany after 
the Second World War do not show the same IQ differences found between 
black and white children in the United States,°’ though Herrnstein and 
Murray do not discuss it at length or offer any explanation. It is simply part 
of a general presentation of evidence on both sides of the issue, in a book 
that refuses to pretend that current knowledge permits a definitive answer 
that would validate the racial views prevailing among intellectuals in either 
the Progressive era or the later eras. 

Whatever the merits or demerits of The Bell Curve in general (which I 
have discussed elsewhere*), neither seems to explain the heated reactions it 
has provoked. Perhaps the fact that Herrnstein and Murray publicly 
discussed the taboo subject of race and IQ at all— and did so without 
repeating the prevailing social pieties— was what offended many, including 
many who never read the book. The authors of The Bell Curve also did not 
share the prevailing optimism among people who see an environmental 
explanation of intergroup differences in cognitive ability as showing such 
differences to be readily amenable to enlightened social policies. Herrnstein 
and Murray pointed out that environmental differences among groups are 
passed on from parents to children, just like genetic differences,®* so their 
conception of environment is clearly not limited to current surrounding 
socioeconomic conditions, but includes the cultural heritage as well. 
Moreover, they did not see the mental tests which convey unwelcome news 


about intergroup differences in current mental capabilities as being the 
cause of those differences or due to “culture bias” in the tests themselves. 

Just as Franz Boas had to argue against the dogmatism of the prevailing 
vision of race among the Progressives in the 1920s, in order to get his 
empirical evidence to the contrary even considered, so the authors of The 
Bell Curve have had to do the same in a later and supposedly more 
enlightened time. Even being agnostic about ultimate answers to the very 
complex questions that they explored was not enough to save them from the 
wrath of those whose social vision and agenda they undermined. 

In an all too familiar pattern, the analysis and evidence in The Bell Curve 
were often side-stepped by critics, who instead attacked its authors as 
people with unworthy motives. John B. Judis of The New Republic 
dismissed The Bell Curve as “a combination of bigotry and of 
metaphysics,” using “linguistic legerdemain.”*? Michael Lind of Harper’s 
magazine called it part of an “astonishing legitimation” of “a body of 
racialist pseudoscience” representing “a right-wing backlash,” and “covert 
appeals to racial resentments on the part of white Americans.””? Time 
magazine called the book a work of “dubious premises and toxic 
conclusions.”’! Such arguments without arguments were not confined to the 
media, but were also used by academics, including a number of well-known 
Harvard professors. 

Professor Randall Kennedy, for example, declared that Herrnstein and 
Murray were “bankrolled by wealthy supporters of right wing reaction,”’* 
as if large-scale research projects of all sorts— including those at Harvard 
— are not bankrolled by somebody and, more fundamentally, as if an 
arbitrary characterization of those who financed the research says anything 
about the validity or lack of validity of the work itself. Professor Stephen 
Jay Gould depicted Herrnstein and Murray as promoting “anachronistic 
social Darwinism” and “a manifesto of conservative ideology.”?* Professor 
Henry Louis Gates said that the “most pernicious aspect of Murray and 
Herrnstein’s dismissal of the role of environment” is the implication that 
social programs to advance blacks are futile,** though Professor Gates did 
not quote anything from The Bell Curve to substantiate this claim. 

Professor Nathan Glazer likewise questioned “the motivations of the 
authors”?> and concluded that, even if Herrnstein and Murray were correct 
in saying that currently prevailing beliefs are based on an untruth, “I ask 


myself whether the untruth is not better for American society than the 
truth.” 

By falsely portraying the authors of The Bell Curve as genetic 
determinists, and then offering little besides vituperation against them, 
intellectuals may inadvertently promote the false conclusion that there is no 
serious argument or evidence against genetic determinism. With certainty 
remote and the magnitudes now in dispute of questionable social 
consequence,* the ferocity of the attacks on those who deviate from the 
prevailing orthodoxy may signal little more than the sanctity of a vision or 
fear of the truth. 


* These differences are by no means limited to racial or ethnic groups. In 
Indonesia, residents of Java score higher than Indonesians living in the 
outer islands, and women score higher than men. (Robert Klitgaard, Elitism 
and Meritocracy in Developing Countries |Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 
University Press, 1986], pp. 119, 124.) In China, low-income and rural 
youngsters score lower on examinations (Ibid., p. 19). First-born children in 
general tend to score higher on mental tests and to do better in school than 
later children in the same families. (Lillian Belmont and Francis A. 
Marolla, “Birth Order, Family Size, and Intelligence,” Science, December 
14, 1973, p. 1096. But see also Phillip R. Kunz and Evan T. Peterson, 
“Family Size and Academic Achievement of Persons Enrolled in High 
School and the University,” Social Biology, December 1973, pp. 454—459; 
Phillip R. Kunz and Evan T. Peterson, “Family Size, Birth Order, and 
Academic Achievement,” Social Biology, Summer 1977, pp. 144-148.) 


* In many parts of the Army Alpha test used during the First World War, the 
modal score of black soldiers was zero— derived by subtracting incorrect 
answers from correct answers, in order to neutralize the effect of guessing. 
But the actual intellectual substance of some of these questions involved 
only knowing that “yes” and “no” were opposites, as were “night” and 
“day,” “bitter” and “sweet” and other similarly extremely easy questions— 
questions too simple to be missed by anyone who knew what the word 
“opposite” meant. However, in the Army Beta test, given to soldiers who 


could not read, some of the questions involved looking at pictures of a pile 
of blocks and determining how many blocks there were, including blocks 
that were not visible, but whose presence had to be inferred (and counted) 
from the shape of the piles. Yet fewer than half of the black soldiers 
received a score of zero on such questions, which were more intellectually 
demanding, but did not require the ability to read and understand words. 
Given the very small quantity and very low quality of education received by 
that generation of blacks, even those who were technically literate were 
unlikely to have a large vocabulary of written words, so it is hardly 
surprising that the completely illiterate black soldiers did better on more 
challenging questions than did blacks with some ability to read. For details, 
see Carl Brigham, A Study of American Intelligence (Princeton: Princeton 
University Press, 1923), pp. 16—19, 36-38; [Robert M. Yerkes,] National 
Academy of Sciences, Psychological Examining in the United States 
Army (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1921), Vol. XV, Part HI, 
pp. 874, 875; Thomas Sowell, “Race and IQ Reconsidered,” Essays and 
Data on American Ethnic Groups, edited by Thomas Sowell and Lynn D. 
Collins (Washington: The Urban Institute, 1978), pp. 226-227. 


* Anyone with experience teaching in American schools or colleges may 
well question whether either the average black or white student is working 
so close to his or her ultimate mental capacity as to make that ultimate 
capacity a matter of practical concern. 


* There may be another, but different, environmental reason for the male- 
female differences in IQs among blacks. There is evidence that females in 
general are less affected by environmental disadvantages of various sorts 
than are males. (Arthur R. Jensen, “How Much Can We Boost IQ and 
Scholastic Achievement?” Harvard Educational Review, Winter 1969, pp. 
32, 67.) This possibility is independent of the peculiarities of the culture of 
the South and would apply to other groups with a very different culture, but 
who have low IQs for other reasons. Which factor carries more weight is 
hard to determine. Since there was no mass mental testing of white 
Southern females during the era when there was mass mental testing of 
white Southern males in the U.S. Army, we have no way to know whether 
there was a similar IQ difference between the sexes in the white Southern 
population at that time. However, there are data on sex differences between 
males and females among Jews, back during the early twentieth century, 


when Jews scored below average on mental tests. In that era, Jewish girls 
scored higher than Jewish boys on mental tests. Clifford Kirkpatrick, 
Intelligence and Immigration (Baltimore: The Williams & Wilkins Co., 
1926), pp. 26-27. 


* Even if such definitive evidence were possible, its practical effect would 
be questionable, given the limited magnitude of the differences in scientific 
dispute today. If science were to prove, for example, that the innate mental 
potential of blacks is 5 percent more than that of whites, of what practical 
value would that be, except to alert us to an even greater waste of potential 
than we might have thought? But that would tell us nothing about how to 
stop this waste. Moreover, the practical relevance of concerns about the 
limits of mental potential seems questionable when it is by no means clear 
that either black or white American students are operating anywhere close 
to those limits. 


* My comments on both can be found in the essay “Ethnicity and IQ” in 
The Bell Curve Wars, edited by Steven Fraser (New York: Basic Books, 
1995), pp. 70-79. 


* Even though the social consequences of a 15-point intergroup difference 
in IQ are very significant, what remains in dispute among major 
contemporary protagonists on opposite sides of the heredity-versus- 
environment issue is not whether all of that difference is due to genes. Nor 
is the issue between today’s major contending protagonists whether there is 
a racial ceiling to intelligence, as was once widely assumed among genetic 
determinists of the early twentieth century. Moreover, the research of 
Professor James R. Flynn has destroyed the early twentieth century 
prediction of declining national IQs, while radical changes in the relative 
rankings of Jews on mental tests between the period of the First World War 
and their very different rankings in later years undermined belief in the 
permanence of group and intergroup IQ levels. 


Chapter 6 


Liberalism and Multiculturalism 


No issue in American society in recent times has generated more 
pious rhetoric, unctuousness, and sheer hypocrisy than race 
relations and racial problems. 


Paul Hollander' 


Between the earliest years of the twentieth century and the last half of that 
century, the prevailing ideologies about race among intellectuals did a 
complete reversal. But, just as there was not simply one view among 
intellectuals in either period, so there were transitions within both the first 
half of the century and the second half. The biggest transition during the 
second half of the twentieth century was the transition to what can be called 
the liberal era on race in the United States, which in turn metamorphosed 
into the multicultural era. Moreover, such transitions were not confined to 
the United States, but were common in Western civilization, whether in 
Europe, the Western Hemisphere or Australia and New Zealand. In both the 
liberal and the multicultural eras, the issue of “racial justice” loomed large, 
though the meaning of that term changed over time, as well as differing 
among different intellectuals at the same time. 


THE LIBERAL ERA 


Just as the horrors of the First World War led to an about-face among 
Progressives who had before supported overseas expansions that conquered 
other races during the Spanish-American war and later American 
interventions in Latin America, as well as the historic intervention in the 
war raging in Europe, so the horrors of the Second World War— and, more 
specifically, the Holocaust— led to painful reconsiderations of racial beliefs 
and policies in the Western world. 

This is not to say that there had been no change in attitudes toward race 
since the Progressive era until the Second World War. A coherent school of 
thought, opposed to the prevailing Progressive era view of race, emerged in 
the 1920s under the leadership of anthropologist Franz Boas, a professor at 


Columbia University, to challenge the Progressive era orthodoxy. Boas and 
his followers emphasized environmental explanations of racial and ethnic 
differences, and apparently this approach made some inroads into the way 
some intellectuals saw race. Some changes were apparent by the 1930s. As 
already noted, in 1930 Carl Brigham recanted his earlier views on what the 
Army mental tests implied about the intelligence of men of various 
ethnicities. 

As the Jewish population in America, whom Brigham had especially 
singled out for their low scores on Army mental tests during the First World 
War, became more assimilated and more educated, later mental test studies 
usually showed them doing far better than on the Army tests— and better 
than the American population as a whole. 

By the 1930s, the climate of opinion had changed sufficiently that 
Madison Grant’s last book, The Conquest of a Continent, was panned by 
reviewers and Clashing Tides of Color by his prize pupil, Lothrop 
Stoddard, was ridiculed. The Christian Century magazine, for example, 
said of Grant’s book: “It gave to prejudice and hatred the false 
rationalization of an argument having the form, if not the substance, of 
science.” A 1934 survey of opinions among psychologists found 25 
percent still believing that blacks had innately inferior intelligence, while 11 
percent believed that blacks had equal intelligence and 64 percent believed 
the data to be inconclusive.” 

What had eroded were not only the particular beliefs of the Progressive 
era but also the dogmatic tone of certainty of the Progressives. Otto 
Klineberg, one of Boas’ disciples who promoted the alternative, 
environmental explanation of mental test differences, did so without the 
claims of scientific certainty made by Progressives, when he said: “We have 
no right to conclude that there are no racial differences in mental ability, 
since it is conceivable that new techniques may some day be developed 
which will indicate that such differences do exist.’ 


The Liberal Vision 

Despite these developments in both beliefs and methods, however, it was 
the Second World War that marked a decisive turning point in American 
intellectuals’ views of race relations. If there is a single book that might be 
said to mark that turning point in thinking about race among the 


intelligentsia, it would be An American Dilemma by Swedish economist 
Gunnar Myrdal, published in 1944. It was a massive study— more than a 
thousand pages long— of the many aspects of black-white relations in the 
United States, and its thesis was that American racial policies, especially in 
the South, marked a glaring contradiction between the nation’s fundamental 
founding principles of freedom and equality and its actual practices as 
regards blacks. How to resolve that contradiction was the dilemma posed by 
Myrdal. 

By this time, Progressives had begun calling themselves liberals, so this 
now became the prevailing liberal vision, as it evolved in the second half of 
the twentieth century. 

Broadly speaking, while in the Progressive era socioeconomic 
differences between races were attributed to race— genetics— in the liberal 
era such differences between races were often attributed to racism. In 
neither era were alternative explanations taken seriously by much of the 
intelligentsia. In the liberal era, attributing any part of the differences 
between blacks and whites in incomes, crime, education, etc., to internal 
causes— even if social or cultural, rather than genetic— was often 
dismissed as “blaming the victim,” a phrase preempting the issue rather 
than debating it. 

If heredity was the reigning orthodoxy of the Progressive era, 
environment became the reigning orthodoxy of the liberal era. Moreover, 
“environment” usually meant the external contemporary environment, 
rather than including the internal cultural environment of minorities 
themselves. If minorities were seen as the problem before, the majority was 
seen as the problem now. 

These premises were stated quite clearly in the introduction to An 
American Dilemma, where that dilemma was described as “a white man’s 
problem” and Myrdal added, “little, if anything, could be scientifically 
explained in terms of the peculiarities of the Negroes themselves.”’ Despite 
the invocation of science, so reminiscent of the earlier Progressive era 
intellectuals, this was an arbitrary premise which, if followed consistently, 
would treat black Americans as simply abstract people with darker 
complexions, who were victims of what Myrdal called “confused and 
contradictory attitudes” in the minds of white Americans. Yet Myrdal’s 
own massive study brought out many behavioral and attitudinal differences 
between blacks and whites, though in the end none of this changed the basic 


premise of An American Dilemma, which remained the central premise of 
liberal intellectuals for decades thereafter. 

This premise— that the racial problem was essentially one inside the 
minds of white people— greatly simplified the task of those among the 
intelligentsia who did not have to research the many behavioral differences 
between blacks and whites in America— or the many comparable or larger 
differences between other groups in other countries around the world— that 
have led to other intergroup complications, frictions and polarizations, 
which were in many cases at least as great as those between black and white 
Americans. Nor did intellectuals have to confront the constraints, costs and 
dangers inherent in group differences in behavior and values. To the 
intelligentsia of this later period, racial problems could be reduced to 
problems inside people’s minds, and especially to racism, not only 
simplifying problems but enabling intellectuals to assume their familiar 
stance of being on the side of the angels against the forces of evil— and 
morally superior to the society in which they lived. 

Life magazine, for example, greeted publication of An American 
Dilemma as showing that America was a “psychotic case among nations.” 
As with many other such sweeping pronouncements, it was not based on 
any empirical comparisons. For example, the number of blacks lynched in 
the entire history of the United States would be a fraction of the Armenians 
slaughtered by Turkish mobs in one year in the Ottoman Empire, the Ibos 
slaughtered by Hausa-Fulani mobs in one year in Nigeria, not to mention 
the number of Jews slaughtered by mobs in one year in a number of 
countries at various times scattered throughout history. While specifically 
black-white relations in the United States— especially in the South— were 
more polarized than black-white relations in some other countries, there 
were even more polarized relations between other groups that were not 
different in skin color in many other places and times, the Balkans and 
Rwanda being just two examples in our own times. 

Gunnar Myrdal’s basic premise— that racial problems in America were 
fundamentally problems inside the heads of white people, and that the 
resulting discrimination or neglect explained black-white differences in 
economic and other outcomes— was to remain the fundamental assumption 
of liberal thinking and policies for decades thereafter. As Professor Alfred 
Blumrosen of Rutgers University, an important figure in the evolution of 
federal racial policies, put it, discrimination should be “broadly defined,” 


for example, by “including all conduct which adversely affects minority 
group employment opportunities.”!? This particular formulation preempts 
the very possibility that any behavior or performance by minorities 
themselves plays a role in the economic, educational and other “disparities” 
and “gaps” which are common among racial or other groups in countries 
around the world. 

Such feats of verbal virtuosity were not peculiar to Professor Blumrosen, 
but were common among the intelligentsia of the liberal era. Even where 
there were demonstrable differences in behavior among racial or ethnic 
groups— whether in crime rates or rates of unwed motherhood, for example 
— these were more or less automatically attributed to adverse treatment, 
past or present, by the white majority. 

Celebrated black writer James Baldwin, for example, claimed that blacks 
took the building of a subsidized housing project in Harlem as “additional 
proof of how thoroughly the white world despised them” because “people 
in Harlem know they are living there because white people do not think 
they are good enough to live anywhere else.” Therefore “they had scarcely 
moved in” to the new housing project, before “naturally” they “began 
smashing windows, defacing walls, urinating in the elevators, and 
fornicating in the playgrounds.”!! 

From this perspective, anything negative that blacks do is the fault of 
whites. But however much Baldwin’s picture might fit the prevailing vision 
of the 1960s, anyone who is serious about whether it also fits the facts 
would have to ask such questions as: (1) Was there a time before the 1960s 
when it was common for blacks to urinate in public areas of buildings 
where they lived? and (2) If not, was that because they felt that whites had 
higher regard for them in earlier times? 

To ask such questions is to answer them, and the answer in both cases is 
clearly No!* But few asked such questions, which remained outside the 
sealed bubble of the prevailing vision. What was different about the 1960s 
was the proliferation of people like James Baldwin, promoting resentments 
and polarization, and making excuses for counterproductive and even 
barbaric behavior. Nor is this a phenomenon peculiar to blacks or even to 
the United States. Writing about lower-class whites in British public 
housing projects, Dr. Theodore Dalrymple observed: “The public spaces 
and elevators of all public housing blocks I know are so deeply impregnated 


with urine that the odor is ineradicable. And anything smashable has been 
smashed.” !? 

The people behaving this way in Britain have none of the history that is 
supposed to explain black behavior in the United States. What is the same 
in both situations has been a steady drumbeat of grievance and victimhood 
ideologies from the media, from educational institutions and from other 
institutions permeated by the vision of the intelligentsia. In the United 
States, the racial version of such notions has not been confined to a fringe 
of extremists. Urban League director Whitney M. Young, regarded as a 
racial moderate, echoed the same 1960s vision when he said, in an article in 
Ebony magazine, “most white Americans do not link the rapid spread of 
blight and decay of our central cities to racism. But it is the main cause.” He 
added, “The white man creates the ghettos and brutalizes and exploits the 
people who inhabit them— and then he fears them and then he flees from 
them.” The white man, according to Young, “creates a climate of despair 
and then acts surprised when the protest marches fill the streets and riots 
erupt.” 13 

Jean-Paul Sartre has been credited, if that is the word, with originating 
the practice of excusing violence by depicting the violence of some as 
reactions to other things that have been analogized to violence or redefined 
as violence.!* That verbal tactic has since crossed the Atlantic. After the 
ghetto riots of the 1960s, whose violence shocked many Americans, 
Professor Kenneth B. Clark, best known for his work being cited in the case 
of Brown v. Board of Education, responded by saying: 


The real danger of Harlem is not in the infrequent explosions of 
random lawlessness. The frightening horror of Harlem is the chronic 
day-to-day quiet violence to the human spirit which exists and is 
accepted as normal. !5 


A writer in The Nation magazine likewise referred to “the quiet violence 
in the very operation of the system.” The “institutional form of quiet 
violence operates when people are deprived of choices in a systematic way 
by the very manner in which transactions normally take place.”!© A 
committee of black clergymen took out an ad in the New York Times, 
deploring “the silent and covert violence which white middle-class America 
inflicts upon the victims of the inner city.”!7 


Although many of those who said such things spoke in the name of the 
black community, or claimed to be conveying what most blacks believed, a 
1967 poll found that 68 percent of blacks said that they had more to lose 
than to gain from rioting.!8 After the Rodney King riots in 1992, 58 percent 
of blacks condemned those riots, while only 32 percent found the violence 
even partially justified.!° 

This, however, was not the impression created in the media, after either 
the earlier or the later ghetto riots. In 1967, under the headline, “The Hard- 
Core Ghetto Mood,” Newsweek quoted those individuals, inside and outside 
the ghetto, who expressed the militant vision accepted by the intelligentsia. 
“Rage is common to all of them,” black academician Alvin Poussaint said 
of ghetto blacks. A white academic in California likewise said that the 
Watts riots represented “the metamorphosis of the Negroes” from victims to 
master. “The people of Watts felt that for those four days they represented 
all Negroes; the historic plight of the Negroes; all the rebellions against all 
injustice... What must be understood by the rest of America is that, for the 
lower-class Negro, riots are not criminal, but a legitimate weapon in a 
morally justified civil war.” None of those who made such sweeping 
pronouncements had to offer hard evidence to have their pronouncements 
echoed throughout the media. 

Nothing is easier than to find some individuals— in any group— who 
share a given writer’s opinion, and to quote such individuals as if their 
views were typical. This approach became common in media coverage of 
ghetto riots. Newsweek magazine, for example, quoted various black 
youths, including one described as “a child of Detroit’s ravaged ghetto,”*' 
even though (1) the poverty rate among Detroit’s black population before 
the riots was only half of that of blacks nationwide, (2) the homeownership 
rate among blacks in Detroit was the highest in the nation, and (3) the 
unemployment rate of blacks in Detroit was 3.4 percent— lower than that 
among whites nationwide.” 

It was after the riots that Detroit became a ravaged community, and 
remained so for decades thereafter, as businesses withdrew, taking jobs and 
taxes with them. But here, as elsewhere, an idea that fit the vision did not 
have to meet the additional requirement of fitting the facts. 


Racism and Causation 


At the heart of the prevailing liberal vision of race today is the notion of 
“racism’— a concept with multiple, elusive and sometimes mutually 
contradictory meanings. Sometimes the term refers simply to any adverse 
opinion about any racially different group, whether a minority in a given 
society or a group that may be a majority in some other society. This 
immediately transforms any adverse judgment of any aspect of a different 
racial group into an indictment of whoever expressed that adverse 
judgment, without any need to assess the evidence or analysis behind it. In 
short, this approach joins the long list of arguments without arguments. 

At other times, the term “racism” refers more specifically to an adverse 
conclusion based on a belief that the genetic endowment of a particular 
racial group limits their potential. Other meanings include a preference for 
advancing the interests of one race over another, with or without any 
genetic theories or even any adverse assessment of the behavior, 
performance or potential of the group to be disfavored. For example, an 
argument has been made in various countries around the world for policies 
preferring one group over another on the ground that the group to be 
discriminated against is too formidable for others to compete against on 
even terms. This argument has been made in Sri Lanka, Nigeria, Malaysia, 
in India’s states of Assam and Andhra Pradesh, and even in early twentieth 
century America, where Japanese immigrants were feared on grounds that 
their high capability and lower standard of living would permit them to 
undercut the prices charged by white American farmers, workers, or 
commercial business owners.”° 

In other words, racism defined as a preference for one race over another 
need not depend upon any belief that the group to be discriminated against 
is inferior in performance or potential, and at various times and places has 
been based on the opposite belief that the group that is to be discriminated 
against was too proficient for others to compete with on equal terms, for 
whatever reason. As a book advocating group preferences for Malays in 
Malaysia put it, “Whatever the Malays could do, the Chinese could do 
better and more cheaply.”* A leader in a campaign for preferential policies 
in India’s state of Andhra Pradesh said: “Are we not entitled to jobs just 
because we are not as qualified?”*? In Nigeria, an advocate of group 
representation policies deplored what he called “the tyranny of skills.””° 

Racism not only has varying definitions, its role in arguments by 
intellectuals can vary greatly from its use simply as a descriptive term to its 


role as a causal explanation. How one chooses to characterize adverse 
decisions against a particular racial group may be a matter of personal 
semantic preferences. But to assert a causal role is to enter the realm of 
evidence and verification, even if the assertion contains neither. For 
example, a New York Times editorial presented a classic example of the 
liberal vision of racism: 


Every index of misery continues to show that the devastating effects 

of racism linger on in America. Blacks make up a disproportionate 
number of the citizens dependent on public assistance. The 
unemployment rates among black males and teen-agers remain at 
least twice as high as among whites. The proportion of blacks 
dropping out of the labor force altogether has doubled over the last 
two decades.’ 


The bare facts cited are undoubtedly true. But two of the three facts— 
higher unemployment and lower labor force participation among blacks 
than among whites— are worse today than in earlier times. By the logic of 
this editorial, that would imply that there was less racism in the past, which 
no one believes. 

Black labor force participation rates were higher than that of whites 
generations ago. Black unemployment rates were lower than that of 
whites in 1890 and, for the last time, in 1930.2? Black 16-year-olds and 17- 
year-olds had a slightly lower unemployment rate than white youngsters of 
the same age in 1948 and only slightly higher unemployment rates than 
their white peers in 1949.°° Moreover, these unemployment rates for black 
teen-agers were a fraction of what they would become in later times. These 
low unemployment rates existed just before the minimum wage law was 
amended in 1950 to catch up with the inflation of the 1940s which had, for 
all practical purposes, repealed the minimum wage law, since inflated 
wages for even unskilled labor were usually well above the minimum wage 
level specified when the Fair Labor Standards Act was passed in 1938. 

The key role of federal minimum wage laws can be seen in the fact that 
black teenage unemployment, even in the recession year of 1949, was a 
fraction of what it would become in even prosperous later years, after the 
series of minimum wage escalations that began in 1950.7! 


The last year in which black unemployment was lower than white 
unemployment— 1930— was also the last year in which there was no 
federal minimum wage law. The Davis-Bacon Act of 1931 was openly 
advocated by some members of Congress on grounds that it would stop 
black construction workers from taking jobs from white construction 
workers by working for less than the union wages of white workers.** Nor 
was the use of minimum wage laws to deliberately price competing workers 
out of the labor market unique to the Davis-Bacon Act or to the United 
States. Similar arguments were made in Canada in the 1920s, where the 
object was to price Japanese immigrants out of the labor market, and in 
South Africa in the era of apartheid, to price non-whites out of the labor 
market.*? 

Any group whose labor is less in demand, whether for lack of skills or for 
other reasons, is disproportionately priced out of labor markets when there 
are minimum wage laws, which are usually established in disregard of 
differences in skills or experience. It has not been uncommon in Western 
Europe, for example, for young people to have unemployment rates above 
20 percent.*4 

The point here is not to claim that pricing competitors out of the market 
was the motivation of all or most of the supporters of the Fair Labor 
Standards Act. The point is that this was its effect, regardless of the 
intentions. In short, the empirical evidence is far more consistent with the 
changing patterns of black labor force participation rates and 
unemployment rates over time being results of minimum wage laws than 
with changes in the degree of racism in American society. Indeed, these 
patterns over time are completely inconsistent with the fact that racism was 
worse in the earlier period. Only the fact that the intelligentsia tend to make 
racism the default setting for explaining adverse conditions among blacks 
enables such statements as those in the New York Times editorial to pass 
muster without the slightest demand for either evidence or analysis. 

It is much the same story when racism is used as an explanation for the 
existence of black ghettoes. If racism is simply a characterization, there 
may be others who prefer different characterizations, but these are matters 
of subjective preferences. However, if a causal proposition is being 
advanced, then it is subject to empirical verification like other causal 
propositions. 


When racism is offered as a causal explanation, as distinguished from a 
characterization, that makes the predispositions of whites the reason for the 
residential segregation of blacks, among other forms of racially disparate 
treatment. But seeing that as a hypothesis to be tested brings us face to face 
with inconvenient but inescapable facts of history. For example, most 
blacks were not residentially segregated in such cities as New York, 
Chicago, Detroit, Philadelphia, and Washington by the end of the nineteenth 
century*°— even though they had been before and would be again in the 
twentieth century. Do the racial predispositions of white people just come 
and go unpredictably? That would be an especially strange thing for 
predispositions to do, even if reasoned opinions change with changing 
circumstances. 

It is a matter of historical record that there were in fact changing 
circumstances preceding changing racial policies in the United States, both 
when these were changes for the better and when they were changes for the 
worse. Moreover, where the circumstances changed at different times from 
one place to another, racial attitudes and policies also changed 
correspondingly at different times. 

As of the early nineteenth century, residential segregation was just one of 
a number of restrictions placed on free blacks in both the North and the 
South. However, by the last decade of the nineteenth century, such 
residential restrictions had eroded in Northern cities to the point where 
W.E.B. Du Bois could write in the 1890s of “a growing liberal spirit toward 
the Negro in Philadelphia,” in which “the community was disposed to 
throw off the trammels, brush away petty hindrances and to soften the 
harshness of race prejudice”— leading, among other things, to blacks being 
able to live in white neighborhoods.*° Nor was Philadelphia unique. There 
were similar developments in New York, Detroit, Washington and other 
Northern cities.” Census data show a lower rate of urban residential 
segregation of blacks nationwide in 1890-1910 than in later decades of the 
twentieth century and even as late as the 2010 census.*® 

Other restrictions had eroded as well. In Detroit, blacks who had been 
denied the vote in 1850 were voting in the 1880s, and in the 1890s blacks 
were being elected to public office by a predominantly white electorate in 
Michigan. The black upper class in Detroit at that time had regular social 
interactions with whites, and their children attended high schools and 
colleges with whites. In Illinois during this same era, legal restrictions on 


access to public accommodations for blacks were removed from the law, 
even though there were not enough black voters at the time to influence 
public policy, so that this represented changes in white public opinion.*” 

In New York City, by the 1890s most blacks did not work as unskilled 
laborers but held modest but respectable jobs as barbers, waiters, caterers, 
and skilled craftsmen. Distinguished historian Oscar Handlin characterized 
blacks in New York at that time as being “better off than the mass of recent 
white immigrants.’4? The visible improvement in the living standards of 
blacks was noted in Jacob Riis’ 1890 classic, How the Other Half Lives.*! 

In Philadelphia, blacks were among the leading caterers in the city, 
serving a predominantly white clientele.4* In Chicago, there were also 
successful black businesses serving a predominantly white clientele® and, 
as late as 1910, more than two-thirds of the city’s black residents lived in 
neighborhoods that were predominantly white. 

To maintain that residential and other racial restrictions on blacks were 
simply a matter of the predispositions of the white population— racism— 
immediately raises the question of why such predispositions should have 
changed so much during the course of the nineteenth century— and then 
changed back again, drastically, and within a very few years— during the 
early twentieth century. But this pattern of progress in race relations in 
Northern urban communities during the nineteenth century, followed by 
retrogression in the early twentieth century, followed again by progress in 
the latter part of the twentieth century, is more readily understood in terms 
of causes other than pure subjective mood swings in the white population. 
In short, whether or not attitudes within the white population deserve the 
characterization of racism, a causal analysis of the major changes that 
occurred in residential and other restrictions on blacks cannot explain such 
changes by simply saying “racism.” 

Turning from the white population to the black population, we find 
developments that make the changing residential patterns explicable 
without resorting to inexplicable changes inside the heads of white people. 
Beginning at the beginning, African slaves were brought into American 
society at the bottom, and concentrated in the South— a region with its own 
cultural handicaps that produced marked differences between the white 
populations of the North and South that many observers noted during the 
antebellum era." This meant that those blacks who came out of the South 


to live in Northern cities would be very different in many ways from the 
white populations of those cities. The visible racial differences made blacks 
easy to identify and restrict. 

During the course of the nineteenth century, however, over a period of 
generations Northern blacks tended to acquire more of the culture of the 
surrounding white urban population of the North, just as other groups often 
have when living surrounded by a vastly larger population with a different 
culture and a higher socioeconomic level. By the end of the nineteenth 
century, this cultural assimilation had reached the point where racial 
barriers eased considerably in the Northern cities, where the black 
populations of these cities were now predominantly native-born residents, 
rather than migrants from the South.*° 

This situation changed drastically, however, and within a relatively few 
years, with the mass migrations of millions of blacks out of the South, 
beginning in the early twentieth century. This not only greatly multiplied 
the black populations living in many Northern cities, the newcomers were 
seen by both the pre-existing black populations and the white populations of 
these cities as creating greatly increased social problems such as crime, 
violence and offensive behavior in general.” 

If these were mere “prejudices,” “perceptions” or “stereotypes” in the 
minds of white people, as so many adverse judgments have been 
automatically characterized, why did the very same views appear among 
Northern-born blacks at the same time? 

Where hard data are available, these data substantiate the pattern of 
behavioral differences between the pre-existing Northern black populations 
and the newcomers from the South. In early twentieth-century 
Pennsylvania, for example, the rate of violent crimes among blacks from 
the South was nearly five times that among blacks born in Pennsylvania.*® 
In Washington, D.C., where the influx from the South occurred decades 
earlier, the effect of the Southerners’ arrival could be seen decades earlier. 
For example, out of wedlock births were just under 10 percent of all births 
among blacks in Washington in 1878, but this more than doubled by 1881, 
following a large influx of Southern blacks, and remained high for years 
thereafter.*” 

The new majorities of Southern blacks in the Northern black urban 
communities were sufficiently large, and their culture sufficiently 
reinforced by continuing new arrivals from the South, that their rate of 


assimilation to the cultural norms of the surrounding white society was 
neither as rapid nor as complete as that of the much smaller numbers of 
blacks who had preceded them in these cities in the nineteenth century. 
Moreover, as late as 1944, Gunnar Myrdal’s An American Dilemma 
pointed out that a majority of blacks living in the North at that time had 
been born in the South.°° 

During the early years of mass migration of blacks out of the South, 
many Northern-born blacks condemned the Southern newcomers, and saw 
in them a danger that the white population would put up new barriers 
against all blacks?!— which is in fact what happened. After the massive 
inflow of Southern blacks into Northern cities in which small black 
populations had once lived scattered in predominantly white 
neighborhoods, these now became cities in which blacks were prevented 
from living in white neighborhoods by methods ranging from legal 
prohibitions and restrictive covenants to outright violence. All this 
happened within a very few years of the mass migrations of Southern 
blacks to Northern cities. 

The massive black ghettoes which became common in the twentieth 
century were just one aspect of a more general retrogression in race 
relations, in which various public accommodations once open to blacks 
were now closed to them, and black children who had once gone to schools 
with white children in Northern cities were now segregated into different 
schools.°? 

The conclusion that this change was a reaction to a mass in-migration of 
less acculturated blacks from the South is reinforced by the history of cities 
on the west coast, where this mass in-migration from the South took place 
decades later, largely during the Second World War, and was likewise 
followed by retrogressions in race relations there at this later time.°? A 
similar pattern had already unfolded among Jews in the United States in the 
late nineteenth century, when the highly acculturated German Jews lost 
much of the social acceptance which they had already achieved, after larger 
masses of much less acculturated Jews from Eastern Europe arrived, 
followed by new barriers against Jews in general. To say that this 
retrogression was caused by anti-Semitism would likewise be to transform a 
characterization into a causal explanation, implicitly treating those 
adversely affected as abstract people whose problems originated solely in 
other people’s minds. 


Whether among blacks, Jews or others, leaders within these groups 
themselves saw behavioral problems among some of their own people as 
creating backlashes in the larger society around them, from which the entire 
group suffered. As a result, organized social uplift groups, both secular and 
religious, arose within the black community, the Jewish community, as well 
as within other communities, aimed at changing the behavior of members of 
their own respective groups, in order to facilitate the advancement of these 
groups as a whole.*4 

Among Jews, during the era of mass immigration from Eastern Europe, 
the already acculturated German Jews living in America took the lead in 
seeking to acculturate the Jewish newcomers from Eastern Europe. A 
German Jewish publication of that era described the Eastern European Jews 
as “slovenly in dress, loud in manners, and vulgar in discourse.” As a 
leading study of American Jews noted: “The Germans found it hard to 
understand what could better serve their ill-mannered cousins than rapid 
lessons in civics, English, and the uses of soap.”>> Such problems were not 
peculiar to Jews but were common among the Irish immigrants before them 
and to blacks after them. 

During the mass migrations of blacks out of the South during the early 
twentieth century, both the Chicago Defender (a black newspaper) and the 
Urban League offered such published advice as: 


DON’T USE VILE LANGUAGE IN PUBLIC PLACES. 
DON’T THROW GARBAGE IN THE BACKYARD OR ALLEY OR 
KEEP DIRTY FRONT YARDS. 
DO NOT CARRY ON LOUD CONVERSATIONS IN STREET CARS 
AND PUBLIC PLACES.°°® 


Although these efforts produced positive results over the years, whether 
among blacks, Jews or others, that whole approach was antithetical to a new 
social philosophy that emerged in the late twentieth century— 
multiculturalism. 


THE MULTICULTURALISM ERA 


The era of multiculturalism might be considered an extension of the 
liberal era, but it has evolved characteristics that go not only beyond, but in 
some cases counter to, the characteristics of the liberal era, as that era had 
developed in the wake of Myrdal’s An American Dilemma and the 
immediate post-World War II years. The earlier liberalism was 
universalistic, in that it emphasized equal treatment for all individuals, 
“regardless of race, color or creed,” in a common phrase of that era. In 
some places, race was not even allowed to be recorded on job applications 
or various other records. The initial thrust of the civil rights movement, and 
of laws like the Civil Rights Act of 1964, was the extension of the same 
rights to all citizens, irrespective of race. 

It was understood that such an extension would be especially valuable to 
those citizens— such as blacks and other minority group members— who 
had previously been denied some of those rights in one way or another. But 
while such policies would especially benefit particular groups, the larger 
implication of the civil rights movement was seen as being in effect a 
completion of the American Revolution, by bringing its ideals to fruition 
for all, the goal being aimed at being to make race irrelevant to laws and 
policies. Whatever the merits or demerits of this particular conception, it 
was one attracting a broad consensus across racial lines, among both 
intellectuals and the general public, and bipartisan support in Congress, 
where a higher percentage of Republicans than Democrats voted for the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, since Congressional Democrats from the South 
were the main opposition. 

Despite the breadth of this consensus, it was short-lived. Various 
segments of the population began to go in different directions for different 
reasons. The ghetto riots that swept across many American cities in the 
1960s— the first in Los Angeles, just days after passage of the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965, and culminated in a wave of such riots in cities across 
the country after the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr., in 1968— 
forfeited much sympathy for blacks among the general public. Among 
blacks, disappointment that the economic and social advances did not match 
the high expectations of the social revolution that the civil rights laws and 
policies were to produce, provided fertile ground for more radical elements 
urging more extreme actions. 

The consensus on racial issues that had existed just a few years earlier 
was giving way to polarization over those issues, within as well as between 


the black population and the white population, and among intellectuals. 
While there was little or no support among the intelligentsia for undoing the 
recent civil rights advances, there were bitter disputes over the direction 
that racial policies were taking, as those policies moved in the direction of 
what can broadly be called multiculturalism. 


The Multicultural Vision 

Multiculturalism involves more than a simple recognition of differences 
in cultures among different groups. It is an insistence, a priori, that the 
effects of these differences are on net balance positive and that the 
particular cultures found among less fortunate groups are not to be blamed 
for disparities in income, education, crime rates, or family disintegration, 
lest observers be guilty of “blaming the victim” instead of indicting society. 
Given that premise, it was consistent for multiculturalists to decry educators 
who sought to get black youngsters to speak standard English or to force 
Hispanic students to speak English rather than Spanish in school. An all too 
typical example was an author who referred to “the white Harlem 
schoolmarm who carps over her students’ speaking differently from 
herself.’ 

More generally, trying to get minority groups to acculturate to the social, 
linguistic and other norms of the larger society around them has been 
viewed negatively by multiculturalists as a form of cultural imperialism. 

The key word among advocates of multiculturalism became “diversity.” 
Sweeping claims for the benefits of demographic and cultural diversity in 
innumerable institutions and circumstances have prevailed without a speck 
of evidence being asked for or given. It is one of the purest examples of 
arguments without arguments, and of the force of sheer repetition, 
insistence and intimidation. 

Among many multiculturalists, saying the word “diversity” trumps 
mundane concerns about empirical consequences and converts preferential 
treatment by race— the principle fought against so long by liberals— into 
“social justice” when the preferences are for those minorities currently in 
favor among the intelligentsia. That preferential college admissions of 
blacks and Hispanics may have a negative effect on the admissions of Asian 
Americans, not to mention whites, is something usually ignored or brushed 
aside. Treating races as intertemporal abstractions enables those with this 


vision to treat discrimination against contemporary whites as somehow 
offsetting discrimination against blacks in the past. For example, Professor 
James M. McPherson, a distinguished historian at Princeton University, 
made the case for affirmative action this way: 


Having benefitted in so many ways from these older forms of 
affirmative action that favored white males, I cannot feel censorious 
about the newer version that may seem to disadvantage this same 
category— either in faculty recruitment or student admissions. And 
in the area of faculty promotions, if not recruitment, white males still 
dominate the senior ranks in many departments of history.>® 


By reducing contemporary individuals to a verbally collectivized 
“category,” in addition to portraying whites as an intertemporal abstraction, 
Professor McPherson makes discrimination against flesh-and-blood 
individuals palatable— or at least something that can be done with only a 
passing expression of “empathy” for them.°? But affirmative action costs 
nothing to those individuals of his generation who presumably received the 
unfair advantages which are to be repaid by discrimination against younger 
individuals who had nothing to do with past advantages or disadvantages. 

Sometimes there is an implicit assumption that any lack of skills or other 
qualifications among blacks today is solely a result of previous 
discrimination— rather than any of the innumerable other factors producing 
equal or greater differences among other racial or ethnic groups in other 
countries around the world. Sometimes this belief even became explicit, as 
when Justice Harry Blackmun declared in the Weber case in 1979 that there 
could be “little doubt that any lack of skill has its roots in purposeful 
discrimination of the past.” Justice William J. Brennan advanced similar 
reasoning in the Bakke case, saying that Allan Bakke, a white applicant for 
medical school who was passed over while blacks with lesser qualifications 
were admitted, “would have failed to qualify” for admission in a non- 
discriminatory world, being outperformed in such a hypothetical world by 
sufficient numbers of minority applicants, whose current failure to qualify 
in the existing world “was due principally to the effects of past 
discrimination.”°! 

Given these premises, four justices in the Bakke case saw the Supreme 
Court’s task as “putting minority applicants in the position they would have 


been in if not for the evil of racial discrimination.” In short, those with 
this vision see whites who outperform blacks— economically, educationally 
or otherwise— as simply unjust beneficiaries of past discrimination. Only 
the implicit and unsubstantiated assumption that blacks would have the 
same skills as others in the absence of racial discrimination gives this line 
of reasoning any semblance of plausibility. It is as if blacks arrived in the 
United States from Africa with the same skills as those of whites who 
arrived here from Europe. The fact that whites from different parts of 
Europe arrived here with very different skills from one another, as well as 
different cultures in general, has not been allowed to disturb this vision that 
proceeds as if discussing abstract people in an abstract world. 

Not only have the large and numerous differences in a wide range of 
skills among various white ethnic groups in the United States today been 
utterly ignored in such arguments, so have similarly wide (or wider) 
differences among innumerable other groups in other countries around the 
world, as reflected in minorities dominating whole industries in many of 
these countries. 

While the intelligentsia may wax surprised or indignant at the low 
representation of blacks among the top executive officers of major 
American corporations, and regard that as proof of discrimination, blacks 
are nevertheless better represented in such elite places than Turks were 
among bankers or stockbrokers in the Ottoman Empire, which the Turks 
controlled, and better represented than the Malays were in the 1960s among 
recipients of engineering degrees from Malaysia’s universities, which the 
Malays controlled, and in which therefore no one was in any position to 
discriminate against them. 

At various places and times, similar things could be said of the Fijians in 
Fiji, the Poles in Poland, the Argentines in Argentina, the Ugandans in 
Uganda and many other majorities grossly outperformed by their respective 
minorities. 

While facts would undermine the hypothesis of current intergroup 
differentials being automatically a result of current or past discrimination, 
such facts have no effect on beliefs that are treated as axioms essential to a 
desired conclusion, rather than as hypotheses subject to verification. Those 
who question the prevailing vision have been accused of denying a history 
of racial discrimination. But, although such discrimination exists, just as 
cancer exists, nevertheless intergroup differences cannot be assumed a 


priori to be due to discrimination, any more than deaths can be assumed a 
priori to be due to cancer. 

The premises of multiculturalism are more than an intellectual issue that 
might be debated around a seminar table or in academic publications. They 
have real world consequences affecting millions of human beings, both 
minorities and non-minorities, as well as the cohesion or polarization of 
whole societies. These consequences have been both practical and psychic, 
affecting economic and educational outcomes, as well as people’s sense of 
group identity. Those who promote the preservation of racial or ethnic 
identities have seldom investigated what happens when lagging groups do 
that, compared to what happens when they follow the opposite approach. 
The benefits of separate cultures and identities are instead treated as axioms 
rather than hypotheses— in short, as arguments without arguments. 


* As a personal note, I lived in Harlem in the 1940s and 1950s, when no 
one expected the smell of urine to be the norm in places where blacks lived. 
Others familiar with that period likewise paint a radically different picture 
of the projects of that era. For example: “These were not the projects of 
idle, stinky elevators, of gang-controlled stairwells where drug deals go 
down. In the 1940s, °50s and ’60s, when most of the city’s public housing 
was built, a sense of pride and community permeated well-kept corridors, 
apartments and grounds.” Lizette Alvarez, “Out, and Up,” New York Times, 
May 31, 2009, Metropolitan section p.1. The projects in which economist 
Walter Williams grew up in Philadelphia in that era were likewise radically 
different from the projects of later years. Walter E. Williams, Up From the 
Projects: An Autobiography (Stanford: Hoover Institution Press, 2010), pp. 
4—8. There was certainly not less discrimination or racism in this earlier 
period, so the difference was not due to white people. Among the 
differences between the two eras was that the intelligentsia, both black and 
white, became more prone in the later period to make excuses such as 
James Baldwin made for moral squalor and barbaric behavior. After such 
notions permeated the society, barbaric behavior and moral squalor became 
accepted norms within some segments of society— and among many 
intellectuals observing those segments of society. 


Chapter 7 


Race and Cosmic Justice 


The kind of collective justice demanded for racial or ethnic groups is often 
espoused as “social justice,” but could more aptly be called cosmic justice, 
since it seeks to undo disparities created by circumstances, as well as those 
created by the injustices of human beings. Moreover, cosmic justice not 
only extends from individuals to groups, it extends beyond contemporary 
groups to intertemporal abstractions, of which today’s groups are conceived 
as being the current embodiments. 


DISPARITIES VERSUS INJUSTICES 


Against the background of world history, the idea that an absence of an 
even distribution of groups in particular endeavors is something strange, or 
is weighty evidence of discrimination, is a dogma for which evidence is 
seldom asked or given— and a dogma that defies vast amounts of evidence 
to the contrary. Yet that dogma survives on the basis of contemporary peer 
consensus, even among those who take pride in considering themselves to 
be “thinking people.” Yet this unsubstantiated presupposition of the 
prevailing vision is so powerful that its reverberations are felt, not only 
among people in the media who are ready to burst into indignation or 
outrage at statistical differences in outcomes among groups, but even in 
courts of law where employers, mortgage lenders and others whose 
decisions convey some of the differences among groups are presumed to be 
the cause of those differences— and are charged with proving their 
innocence, completely contrary to the practice in most other aspects of 
American law. 

Among intellectuals who confuse blame with causation, the question- 
begging phrase “blaming the victim” has become a staple in discussions of 
intergroup differences. No individual or group can be blamed for being born 
into circumstances (including cultures) that lack the advantages that other 
people’s circumstances have. But neither can “society” be automatically 
assumed to be either the cause or the cure for such disparities. Still less can 
a particular institution whose employment, pricing or lending decisions 


convey intergroup differences be automatically presumed to be causing 
those differences. 

Even if one believes that environment is the key to intergroup 
differences, that environment includes a cultural legacy from the past— and 
the past is as much beyond our control as the geographic settings and 
historic happenstances that have left not only different individuals or races, 
but whole nations and civilizations, with very different heritages. Too often 
“environment” is conceived as the immediate surroundings today, when the 
cultural legacy of the past may be an equal or greater environmental 
influence, depending on the circumstances. 

If the dogmas of multiculturalism declare different cultures equally valid, 
and hence sacrosanct against efforts to change them, then these dogmas 
simply complete the sealing off of a vision from facts— and sealing off 
many people in lagging groups from the advances available from other 
cultures around them— leaving nothing but an agenda of resentment- 
building and crusades on the side of the angels against the forces of evil— 
however futile or even counterproductive these may turn out to be for those 
who are the ostensible beneficiaries of such moral melodramas. 

Nor can whole cultures always be left unchanged while simply tacking 
on new skills, since the very desire, efforts and perseverance required to 
acquire and master those skills are not independent of the existing culture. 
Moreover, the corollary of the presumed equality of cultures— that existing 
disparities are due to injustices inflicted by others— reduces a felt need to 
subject oneself to the demanding process of changing one’s own 
capabilities, habits and outlook. 

The perspective of cosmic justice is implicit in much of what is said and 
done by many intellectuals on many issues— for example, best-selling 
author Andrew Hacker’s depiction of people like himself who tend “to 
murmur, when seeing what so many blacks endure, that there but for an 
accident of birth, go I.”! However valid this may be as a general statement 
of the vision of cosmic justice and cosmic injustice, the word “endure” 
implies something more than that. It implies that the misfortunes of those 
on the short end of cosmic injustices are due to what they must endure at 
the hands of other people, rather than being due to either external 
circumstances that presented fewer opportunities for them to acquire 
valuable human capital or internal cultural values which worked against 
their taking advantage of the opportunities already available to them. 


In this, Professor Hacker has been in the long tradition of intellectuals 
who more or less automatically transform differences into inequities and 
inequities into the evils or shortcomings of society. Among the many feats 
of verbal virtuosity by Andrew Hacker and others is transforming negative 
facts about the group that is considered to be the victim of society into mere 
perceptions by that society. Thus Professor Hacker refers to “what we call 
crime,” to “so-called riots,” and to “what we choose to call intelligence.” 
Such exercises in verbal cleansing extend to racism, from which blacks are 
definitionally exempt, according to Hacker, by the newly minted proviso of 
possessing power’-— a proviso which serves no other purpose than 
providing an escape hatch from the obvious. All this clearly puts Hacker on 
the side of the angels, rather explicitly when he says, “On the whole, 
conservatives don’t really care whether black Americans are happy or 
unhappy,’ as presumably liberals like himself do. 

Professor Hacker expresses empathy with those blacks who work in 
predominantly white organizations and “are expected to think and act in 
white ways”°— the same kind of objection made by Latvians and Czechs in 
times past, when acquiring another culture was the price of their rising in a 
world where their own culture did not equip them with the same 
prerequisites for achievement as Germans already had. Apparently people 
are to think and behave as they have in the past and yet somehow get better 
results in the future— and, if they don’t get better results, that is considered 
to be society’s fault. Achieving the same results as others, without having to 
change, in order to acquire the same cultural prerequisites that others 
acquired without changing, would be cosmic justice, if it happened, but 
hardly a promising agenda in the real world. 

Multiculturalism, like the caste system, tends to freeze people where the 
accident of birth has placed them. Unlike the caste system, multiculturalism 
holds out the prospect that, all cultures being equal, one’s life chances 
should be the same— and that it is society’s fault if these chances are not 
the same. Although both caste and multiculturalism suppress individual 
opportunities, they differ primarily in that the caste system preaches 
resignation to one’s fate and multiculturalism preaches resentment of one’s 
fate. Another major difference between caste and multiculturalism is that no 
one was likely to claim that the caste system was a boon to the lower castes. 

As for more general questions about racial or ethnic identity, the costs of 
an identity ideology include not only the advancement that is forfeited, but 


also the needless disadvantages of letting people who represent the lowest 
common denominator of a group have a disproportionate influence on the 
fate of the group as a whole. 

If criminals, rioters and vandals from within the group are to be 
automatically defended or excused for the sake of group solidarity, then the 
costs of that solidarity include not only a lower standard of living, since 
such people raise the costs of doing business in their neighborhoods and 
thereby raise the prices of goods and services above what they are in other 
neighborhoods, such people also cause fewer businesses to locate in their 
neighborhoods and fewer taxis to be willing to take people to such 
neighborhoods. Worst of all, the damage committed by those representing 
the lowest common denominator— encompassing crimes up to and 
including murder— is overwhelmingly against other members of their own 
group. 

The high costs of putting race-based solidarity ahead of behavior and its 
consequences include letting the lowest common denominator become a 
disproportionate influence in defining the whole community itself, not only 
in the eyes of the larger society but also within the community. When 
middle-class black youngsters feel a need or pressure to adopt some of the 
counterproductive attitudes, values or lifestyles of the lowest common 
denominator, including negative attitudes toward education, lest they be 
accused of “acting white,” then the life chances of whole generations can be 
sacrificed on the altar to racial solidarity. Yet a sense of the overriding 
importance of solidarity based on race extends far beyond children in 
school and goes far back in history. Gunnar Myrdal’s 1944 classic, An 
American Dilemma, pointed out that it had long been the practice of black 
Americans to “protect any Negro from the whites, even when they happen 
not to like that individual Negro.”° 

When outsiders’ criticisms of any segment of a community cannot be 
either accepted or refuted, the response is often to claim that these critics 
are “blaming the victim.” But this whole concept confuses blame with 
causation. The masses of less educated and less acculturated blacks, whose 
migrations out of the South in the twentieth century and whose arrival in 
Northern cities led to retrogressions in race relations in the early part of the 
century— and whose later arrival in west coast cities during the Second 
World War led to similar retrogressions on the west coast— could hardly be 
blamed for having been born where they were and having absorbed the 


culture which existed around them in the South. But that does not deny 
these migrants’ causal role in the changes for the worse which occurred in 
cities outside the South after the Southern blacks’ arrivals there. 

No one in John Rawls’ “original position” as a disembodied being 
contemplating alternative circumstances into which to be born would have 
chosen to be born black in the South of that era. From a cosmic perspective, 
it was an injustice to those who were. But that is very different from saying 
that their mass migrations in search of a better life did not impose large 
costs on both the black and white populations already residing in the 
Northern cities to which they moved, or that these latter had no right to 
resent these costs or to try to protect themselves from them. The inherent 
conflict of these different legitimate desires and interests in each of these 
groups is part of the tragedy of the human condition— as contrasted with a 
simple moral melodrama starring the intelligentsia on the side of the angels 
against the forces of evil. 


RACE AND CRIME 


The intelligentsia’s feats of verbal virtuosity reach their heights— or 
depths— when discussing the crime rate among blacks in America. For 
example, New York Times columnist Tom Wicker responded to an incident 
in which a white woman jogging in Central Park was gang raped by black 
youths, by denying that this was a racially motivated crime. Wicker said, 
“the fact that the victim was white and the attackers black does not seem to 
have caused the crime.” He added: 


But if race does not explain this crime, race was relevant to it. The 
attackers lived surrounded and surely influenced by the social 
pathologies of the inner city. They hardly could have reached teen age 
without realizing and resenting the wide economic and social gap that 
still separates blacks and whites in this country; and they could not 
fail to see, and probably return, the hostility that glares at them 
undisguised across that gap. These influences are bound to have had 
some consequences— perhaps long repressed, probably not realized 
or understood— in their attitudes and behavior.’ 


The “wide economic and social gap” between blacks and whites that 
Wicker referred to was even wider in earlier years, when it was common for 
whites to go up to Harlem at night for public entertainment or private 
parties, and common for both blacks and whites to sleep out in the city’s 
parks on hot summer nights during an era when most people could not 
afford air-conditioning. But sleeping in parks— or in some cases, even 
walking through some of those same parks in broad daylight— became 
dangerous in later and more prosperous times. Yet here, as elsewhere, the 
prevailing vision often seems impervious to even the plainest facts. 

The role played by many people who, like Tom Wicker himself, have 
incessantly emphasized “gaps” and “disparities” as injustices to be resented, 
rather than lags to be overcome, is seldom considered to be among the 
candidates for inclusion among the “root causes” of crime, even though the 
rise of crime is far more consistent with the increasing prevalence of such 
grievance and resentment ideologies than with other things that are 
considered to be “root causes,” such as poverty levels, which have been 
declining as crime rates rose. Resentments, based on ideologies of cosmic 
justice, are not confined to the intelligentsia but “trickle down” to others. 
For example, right after charges of gang rape of a black woman were filed 
against white students on Duke University’s lacrosse team in 2006, angry 
reactions from a black college in the same town reflected that same vision, 
as reported in Newsweek: 


Across town, at NCCU, the mostly black college where the alleged 
victim is enrolled, students seemed bitterly resigned to the players’ 
beating the rap. “This is a race issue,” said Candice Shaw, 20. 
“People at Duke have a lot of money on their side.” Chan Hall, 22, 
said, “It’s the same old story. Duke up, Central down.” Hall said he 
wanted to see the Duke students prosecuted “whether it happened or 
not. It would be justice for things that happened in the past.’® 


Implicit in these statements are the key elements of the cosmic justice 
vision of the intelligentsia— seeing other people’s good fortune as a 
grievance, rather than an incentive for self-improvement, and seeing flesh- 
and-blood contemporaries as simply part of an intertemporal abstraction, so 
that a current injustice against them would merely offset other injustices of 
the past. There could hardly be a more deadly inspiration for a never-ending 


cycle of revenge and counter-revenge— the Hatfields and the McCoys writ 
large, with a whole society caught in the crossfire. 

The built-in excuse has become as standard in discussions of black crime 
as it is unsubstantiated, except by peer consensus among the intelligentsia. 
The phrase “troubled youth” is a common example of the unsubstantiated 
but built-in excuse, since those who use that phrase usually feel no need to 
offer any specific evidence about the specific individuals they are talking 
about, who may be creating big trouble for others, while enjoying 
themselves in doing so. An all too common pattern across the country was 
that in an episode in Milwaukee: 


Shaina Perry remembers the punch to her face, blood streaming from 
a cut over her eye, her backpack with her asthma inhaler, debit card 
and cellphone stolen, and then the laughter... “They just said, ‘Oh, 
white girl bleeds a lot,” said Perry, 22, who was attacked at Kilbourn 
Reservoir Park over the Fourth of July weekend... Milwaukee Police 
Chief Edward Flynn noted Tuesday that crime is colorblind... “I saw 
some of my friends on the ground getting beat pretty severely.”... 
Perry needed three stitches to close a cut above her eye. She said she 
saw a friend getting kicked and when she walked up to ask what was 
happening, a man punched her in the face. “I heard laughing as they 
were beating everybody up. They were eating chips like it was a 
picnic,” said Perry, a restaurant cashier... Most of the 11 people who 
told the Journal Sentinel they were attacked or witnessed the attacks 
on their friends said that police did not take their complaints 
seriously... “About 20 of us stayed to give statements and make sure 
everyone was accounted for. The police wouldn’t listen to us, they 
wouldn’t take our names or statements. They told us to leave. It was 
completely infuriating.” 


Variations on such episodes of unprovoked violence by young black 
gangs against white people on beaches, in shopping malls or in other public 
places have occurred in Philadelphia, New York, Denver, Chicago, 
Cleveland, Washington, Los Angeles and other places across the country, 
often with the attackers voicing anti-white invective and mocking those 
they left injured or bleeding.!° But such episodes are often either ignored or 
downplayed in most of the media, and by officials— and the Chicago 


Tribune even offered an excuse for not reporting the race of the attackers in 
a series of such episodes that alarmed the Chicago public.!! Yet race is 
widely reported when it comes to imprisonment rates or other racial 
disparities. For example: 


In March of 2010, Secretary of Education Arne Duncan delivered a 
speech that highlighted racial disparities in school suspension and 
expulsion and that called for more rigorous civil rights enforcement 
in education. He suggested that students with disabilities and Black 
students, especially males, were suspended far more often than their 
White counterparts. These students, he also noted, were often 
punished more severely for similar misdeeds. Just months later, in 
September of 2010, a report analyzing 2006 data collected by the 
U.S. Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights found that 
more than 28% of Black male middle school students had been 
suspended at least once. This is nearly three times the 10% rate for 
white males. Further, 18% of Black females in middle school were 
suspended, more than four times as often as white females (4%). 
Later that same month, U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder and 
Secretary Duncan each addressed a conference of civil rights lawyers 
in Washington, D.C., and affirmed their departments’ commitment to 
ending such disparities. !7 


The very possibility that there might be behavioral differences behind the 
punishment differences does not surface in such discussions. To believe that 
there are no behavioral differences between black and white school-age 
males is to assume that the large and undeniable differences in crime rates 
— including murder rates— between black and white young adults 
suddenly and inexplicably materialize after they finish school. 

Professor David D. Cole of the Georgetown University Law School 
expressed views similar to those of Tom Wicker and many others among 
the intelligentsia of the multicultural era, when he lamented the increasing 
imprisonment of black men: 


In the 1950s, when segregation was still legal, African-Americans 
comprised 30 percent of the prison population. Sixty years later, 
African-Americans and Latinos make up 70 percent of the 


incarcerated population, and that population has skyrocketed. The 
disparities are greatest where race and class intersect— nearly 60 
percent of all young black men born between 1965 and 1969 who 
dropped out of high school went to prison at least once on a felony 
conviction before they turned thirty-five. 13 


Professor Cole posed the issue explicitly in the cosmic justice terms of 
John Rawls: 
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Were we in John Rawls’ “original position,” with no idea whether we 
would be born a black male in an impoverished urban home... would 
we accept a system in which one out of every three black males born 
today can expect to spend time in jail during his life.!4 


The preemptive assertion in passing that it is the system— something 
external, created by others in the larger society— that is the cause of the 
problem arbitrarily puts off limits at the outset the very possibility that the 
problem may be elsewhere. By sheer verbal virtuosity, rather than by any 
facts or evidence, collective responsibility is put on those in the larger 
society. There is clearly something in the circumstances into which many 
black males are born that makes it far more likely that they will commit 
crimes than is true of the population in general, including the majority of 
the black population that does not end up behind bars. But that tells us 
absolutely nothing about what that something is. If it is being 
“impoverished,” then clearly there is a lot less poverty today than in 1950, 
when the imprisonment rate among black males was lower, even though 
invoking poverty remains at least as much a part of the rituals— as 
distinguished from arguments— of intellectuals today as then. 

Professor Cole adds some other statistics, that “only 5 percent of college- 
educated African-Americans” have spent time in prison, while the 
imprisonment rate for black male high-school dropouts “is nearly fifty 
times the national average.”!° He also notes, “Children with parents in 
prison are in turn seven times more likely to be imprisoned at some point in 
their lives than other children.”! None of this supports the claim that the 
cause is an external “system,” as asserted by Professor Cole, rather than an 
internal counterproductive culture, perhaps aided and abetted by outsiders 
who excuse or even celebrate that counterproductive underclass culture— 


an underclass culture which has produced very similar results among lower 
class whites in Britain,!’ where similar ideologies of envy and resentment 
have long been promoted by the British intelligentsia. 

Both in Britain and in the United States, as well as in other countries, 
there has been a steady ideological drumbeat of rhetoric from intellectuals 
depicting “gaps” and “disparities” as grievances against those who are 
better off. In both Britain and America, this resentment and hostility 
generated by the intelligentsia has been directed by those who accept it, not 
only against members of the larger society, but also against those members 
of their own group who are working to do well in school, in order to have a 
better life later on. 

What is truly remarkable in its implications is the contrast between the 
higher rate of imprisonment among young men in the black ghettos of 
America today compared to the 1950s, and how that undermines the very 
argument in which these imprisonment rates are cited. Surely the supposed 
“root causes” of crime— poverty, discrimination and the like— were not 
less in the 1950s, before the civil rights laws and policies of the 1960s. And 
what of those blacks who do not drop out of high school but who go on to 
college instead— and seldom end up in prison? It should also be noted that, 
from 1994 on into the twenty-first century, the poverty rate among black 
husband-wife families was below 10 percent.!® Are these blacks living in a 
different external “system” or do they have a different internal culture, 
representing different values in their families or among others who have 
influenced them? 

Yet such questions are seldom asked, much less answered. Instead, 
today’s higher rate of incarceration is blamed on drug laws, tighter 
sentencing rules, and a general failure of society. In short, society is to 
blame, except apparently for those members of society who actually 
commit the crimes. But, whatever the reasons for the higher crime rate now 
than then, or between blacks and whites, it is indeed a tragic injustice— 
from a cosmic perspective— to be born into circumstances that make it 
more likely that one will commit crimes and be imprisoned, with negative 
consequences for the rest of one’s life. If some personified Fate had decreed 
this, then that would be the perpetrator of the injustice. But, if this is just 
part of the way the world has evolved, then it is a cosmic injustice— if 
something as impersonal as the cosmos can be considered capable of being 
unjust. 


As noted in Chapter 4, a cosmic injustice is not a social injustice, and 
proceeding as if society has both the omniscience and the omnipotence to 
“solve” the “problem” risks anti-social justice, in which others are 
jeopardized or sacrificed, in hopes of putting some particular segment of the 
population where they would be “but for’ being born into adverse 
circumstances that they did not choose. It is certainly no benefit to blacks in 
general to take a sympathetic view of those blacks who commit crimes, 
since most of the crimes committed by blacks— especially murder— are 
committed against other blacks. 

Whatever the injustices of society that might be blamed as “root causes” 
of crime, the black victims of crime are not responsible for those injustices. 
Here, especially, “social justice” in theory becomes anti-social justice in 
practice, sacrificing innocent people’s well-being— or even their lives— 
because some other individuals are considered not to have been born into 
circumstances that would have given them as good a chance as others have 
had to achieve their own well-being without becoming criminals. Moreover, 
it is wholly arbitrary to imagine oneself in Rawls’ “original position” as a 
potential black criminal, rather than as one of the far more numerous blacks 
who are victims of criminals. 

Those who say that we should “do something” seldom face the fact that 
everything depends on just what specifically that something is. Being 
lenient with criminals has not worked. Relieving poverty has not reduced 
crime. And certainly being “non-judgmental” has not done so either. Crime 
rates skyrocketed when all these things were tried, whether among blacks or 
whites, and whether in America or in England. 

The automatic “celebration” of cultural differences, or the non- 
judgmental view of socially counterproductive behavior, for example, 
cannot be continued if the goal is to improve the well-being of actual flesh- 
and-blood people, rather than seeking cosmic justice for an intertemporal 
abstraction. One can be humane or inhumane only to living people, not to 
abstractions. 


SLAVERY 
Nowhere have intellectuals seen racial issues as issues about 


intertemporal abstractions more so than in discussions of slavery. Moreover, 
few facts of history have been so distorted by highly selective filtering as 


has the history of slavery. To many people today, slavery means white 
people holding black people in bondage. The vast millions of people around 
the world who were neither white nor black, but who were either slaves or 
enslavers for centuries, fade out of this vision of slavery, as if they had 
never existed, even though they may well have outnumbered both blacks 
and whites. It has been estimated that there were more slaves in India than 
in the entire Western Hemisphere.!? China during the era of slavery has 
been described as “one of the largest and most comprehensive markets for 
the exchange of human beings in the world.””° Slaves were a majority of 
the population in some of the cities in Southeast Asia.*! At some period or 
other in history, as John Stuart Mill pointed out, “almost every people, now 
civilized, have consisted, in majority, of slaves.” 

When Abraham Lincoln said, “If slavery is not wrong, nothing is 
wrong,” he was expressing an idea peculiar to Western civilization at that 
time, and by no means universally accepted throughout Western 
civilization. What seems almost incomprehensible today is that there was 
no serious challenge to the moral legitimacy of slavery prior to the 
eighteenth century. Christian monasteries in Europe and Buddhist 
monasteries in Asia both had slaves. Even Thomas More’s fictional ideal 
society, Utopia, had slaves. 

Although intellectuals today may condemn slavery as a historic evil of 
“our society,” what was peculiar about Western society was not that it had 
slaves, like other societies around the world, but that it was the first 
civilization to turn against slavery— and that it spent more than a century 
destroying slavery, not only within Western civilization itself, but also in 
other countries around the world, over the often bitter and sometimes armed 
resistance of people in other societies. Only the overwhelming military 
power of Western nations during the age of imperialism made this possible. 
Slavery did not quietly die out of its own accord. It went down fighting to 
the bitter end, in countries around the world, and it has still not totally died 
out to this day, in parts of the Middle East and Africa.”4 

It is the image of racial slavery— white people enslaving black people— 
that has been indelibly burned into the consciousness of both black and 
white Americans today by the intelligentsia— and not simply as a fact 
about the past but as a causal factor used to explain much of the present, 
and an enduring moral condemnation of the enslaving race. Yet two crucial 


facts have been filtered out of this picture: (1) the institution of slavery was 
not based on race and (2) whites as well as blacks were enslaved. The very 
word “slave” is derived from the name of a European people— Slavs— 
who were enslaved for centuries before the first African was brought in 
bondage to the Western Hemisphere. It was not only in English that the 
word for slave derived from the word for Slav; the same was true in various 
other European languages and in Arabic.”° 

For most of the history of slavery, which covers most of the history of the 
human race, most slaves were not racially different from those who 
enslaved them. Not only did Europeans enslave other Europeans, Asians 
enslaved other Asians, Africans enslaved other Africans, Polynesians 
enslaved other Polynesians and the indigenous peoples of the Western 
Hemisphere enslaved other indigenous peoples of the Western Hemisphere. 

Moreover, after it became both technologically and economically feasible 
to transport masses of slaves from one continent to another— that is, to 
have a whole population of slaves of a different race— Europeans as well 
as Africans were enslaved and transported from their native lands to 
bondage on another continent. Pirates alone transported a million or more 
Europeans as slaves to the Barbary Coast of North Africa— at least twice as 
many European slaves as there were African slaves transported to the 
United States and to the thirteen colonies from which it was formed.*° 
Moreover, white slaves were still being bought and sold in the Islamic 
world, decades after blacks had been freed in the United States. 

What marked the modern era of slavery in the West was the fact that, as 
distinguished historian Daniel Boorstin pointed out, “Now for the first time 
in Western history, the status of slave coincided with a difference of race.”’ 
But to claim that race or racism was the basis of slavery is to cite as a cause 
something that happened thousands of years after its supposed effect. As for 
the legacy of slavery in the world of today, that is something well worth 
investigating— as distinguished from simply making sweeping 
assumptions. Too many assumptions that have been made about the effects 
of slavery on both blacks and whites will not stand up under scrutiny. 

Back during the era of slavery in the United States, such prominent 
writers as the French visitor and observer Alexis de Tocqueville, Northern 
traveler in the antebellum South Frederick Law Olmsted and prominent 
Southern writer Hinton Helper all pointed to striking differences between 
the North and the South, and attributed the deficiencies of the Southern 


region to the effects of slavery on the white population of the South.?® 
These differences between Northern and Southern whites were not mere 
“perceptions” or “stereotypes.” They were factually demonstrable in areas 
ranging from literacy rates to rates of unwed motherhood, as well as in 
attitudes toward work and violence. But attributing these differences to 
slavery ignored the fact that the ancestors of white Southerners differed in 
these same ways from the ancestors of white Northerners, when they both 
lived in different parts of Britain, and when neither had ever seen a black 
slave.?? 

Does the moral enormity of slavery give it any more decisive causal 
weight in explaining the situation of blacks today than it did in explaining 
that of whites in the antebellum South? There is no a priori answer to that 
question, which must be examined empirically, like many other questions. 

The fact that so many black families today consist of women with 
fatherless children has been said by many to be a legacy of slavery. Yet 
most black children grew up in two-parent families, even under slavery 
itself, and for generations thereafter.°” As recently as 1960, two-thirds of 
black children were still living in two-parent families.*! A century ago, a 
slightly higher percentage of blacks were married than were whites.** In 
some years, a slightly higher percentage of blacks were in the labor force 
than were whites.*? The reasons for changes for the worse in these and 
other patterns must be sought in our own times. Whatever the reasons for 
the disintegration of the black family, it escalated to the current disastrous 
level well over a century after the end of slavery, though less than a 
generation after a large expansion of the welfare state and its accompanying 
non-judgmental ideology. 

To say that slavery will not bear the full weight of responsibility for all 
subsequent social problems among black Americans is not to say that it had 
negligible consequences among either blacks or whites, or that its 
consequences ended when slavery itself ended. But this is only to say that 
answers to questions about either slavery or race must be sought in facts, 
not in assumptions or visions, and certainly not in attempts to reduce 
questions of causation to only those which provide moral melodramas and 
an opportunity for the intelligentsia to be on the side of the angels. 

Just as Western Europeans in post-Roman times benefitted from the fact 
that their ancestors had been conquered by the Romans, with all the 


brutality and oppression that entailed, blacks in America today have a far 
higher standard of living than most Africans in Africa as a result of their 
ancestors being enslaved, with all the injustices and abuses that entailed. 
There is no question that both conquest and enslavement were traumatic 
experiences for those on whom they were inflicted. Nor is either morally 
justified by whatever benefits might come of this to subsequent generations 
of their offspring. But history cannot be undone. Nor does conceiving of 
races as intertemporal abstractions have any such track record as to make it 
look like a promising approach to the present or the future. 


Chapter 


The Past and the Future 


What are the implications of the many facts, beliefs and controversies about 
race that we have explored? 

One fact that seems both blatant and inescapable is that social groups, 
whether racial or otherwise, have major differences in their outcomes, 
whether in educational institutions, in the economy or in other aspects of 
life. When the many factors that can influence group outcomes are 
considered— including geography, history, demographics, culture, 
happenstances and the other groups with whom they compete, whether in 
the market, in the schools, at the polls or on the battlefields— the 
probability that all these factors, and more, would work out in such a way 
as to produce the same end results for different groups shrinks to the 
vanishing point. 

Yet many leading twentieth century intellectuals tended to focus on one 
supposedly overwhelming factor behind these intergroup differences, 
whether genes in the early years of that century or discrimination in the 
later years. Why intellectuals would do this is a fascinating, but less 
consequential, question than what the results of such thinking have been in 
the past and are likely to be in the future. 

The consequences of genetic determinism have ranged from laws against 
racial intermarriage to eugenics to genocide. In our own times, an opposite 
presumption is that statistical differences in outcomes between groups 
imply discrimination— a presumption prevailing from the level of street 
corner demagogues to the august chambers of the Supreme Court of the 
United States. However different current presumptions are from those of the 
past, the same intolerance prevails toward those who think otherwise as in 
the earlier era of genetic determinism. This is more than a coincidental 
footnote to intellectual history. Such dogmatism means that a whole society 
can paint itself into a corner when it comes to thinking about racial 
problems that have shown their potential to become explosive, both in the 
history of this country and in the history of other countries around the 
world. 

Whole cities, of which Detroit is a classic example, have been devastated 
physically, economically and socially by racial problems which simply 


cannot be discussed honestly by any elected official who wants to remain in 
office or by anyone in academia or the media who does not want to become 
a pariah. The price of this moral paralysis is paid in blood, mostly the blood 
of black people victimized by black criminals, though there is some 
democratization of degeneration, as mobs of young black thugs have in 
recent years launched violent attacks on whites in shopping malls, on 
beaches and in other public places in cities across the United States. 

Any use of force by the police, sufficient to stop these attacks, would be 
called “excessive” in the media and by politicians or “community leaders.” 
The path of least resistance, in the current climate of opinion, is for the 
authorities and the media to ignore or downplay these attacks or— where 
they are too widely known locally to go unreported— to refer to them as 
simply unspecified “young people” attacking unspecified victims for 
unspecified reasons. This is done even when the attackers loudly voice their 
hatred of white people, who have been widely depicted to them as the 
source of their problems and frustrations by politicians, the media and even 
educational institutions from the schools to the universities— all of whom 
say what is politically correct to say, in the corner into which they have 
painted themselves. 

Yet, in a sense, these racial problems are not ultimately racial. 
Remarkably similar degenerate acts plague Britain’s white lower class, as 
reported in such books as Life at the Bottom by British physician Theodore 
Dalrymple. What is similar on both sides of the Atlantic is a social vision 
that excuses barbarism by blaming society, thus allowing the intelligentsia 
to align themselves on the side of the angels against the forces of evil. Here 
too the price of these self-indulgences is often paid in blood by those who 
do not have the luxury of theorizing from afar. 


THE FALSE DICHOTOMY 


Genetic determinism and discrimination are not just alternative 
hypotheses; together they create a false dichotomy with its own weighty 
consequences. Members of lagging groups who take this dichotomy 
seriously must either confess to being inherently and irretrievably inferior 
or else blame others for their lags. Members of more fortunate groups are 
left with a choice between arrogance and guilt, when confronted with the 
false dichotomy. History records the painful consequences of both such 


choices. While genetic determinism and discrimination have been presented 
as contrasting or even mutually exclusive or jointly exhaustive beliefs, they 
are in a sense mutually reinforcing— in the sense that the false dichotomy 
they represent paints people into a corner from which there is no apparent 
escape. 

Members of lagging groups, especially, face extreme choices. Within the 
terms of the false dichotomy, they must either admit that they, their loved 
ones and their whole race are inherently and incurably inferior for all 
eternity, or else they must see outsiders as implacable enemies responsible 
for unconscionably inflicting needless problems and suffering on them. 
People who might not have reached this latter conclusion in isolation, may 
not only seize that conclusion but hold on to it tenaciously, in defiance of all 
evidence to the contrary, when they see no apparent alternative except one 
that is intolerable. Thus even otherwise reasonable people may succumb to 
racial paranoia. 

Even those who can manage to escape the false dichotomy, and its 
intolerable alternatives, would need to recognize that those who lag, for 
whatever reasons, face a daunting task of bringing themselves up to the 
level of the rest of society in knowledge, skills, and experience— and in the 
attitudes necessary to acquire this knowledge and these skills and 
experience. Particular individuals may be able to do so within their own 
lifetimes, but for millions of people from a lagging group to do so would be 
harder and take far longer, even if their leaders were urging them in that 
direction, and virtually impossible when their leaders are fiercely promoting 
the idea that their lags are due primarily— if not solely— to the malice of 
other people. 

The magnitude of the task, even without these ideological complications, 
may be suggested by considering how many centuries it took for Europe to 
catch up to China, technologically, intellectually and otherwise, or how 
many centuries Eastern Europe has lagged economically behind Western 
Europe, and still lags today, with a wider gap in per capita income between 
people in these two halves of Europe than the per capita income gap 
between black and white Americans. Whether within countries or between 
countries, the “gaps,” “disparities” and “inequities” that so preoccupy 
intellectuals are unlikely to disappear quickly, even under ideal conditions, 
especially when those who are more advanced keep advancing, while those 


who lag can continue to lag, relatively speaking, even when they are 
advancing as well. 

Intellectuals who made genetic determinism the overriding explanation 
of intergroup differences in outcomes in the early twentieth century, and 
discrimination the overriding explanation of these differences in the latter 
part of the twentieth century, have in both cases made the prevailing belief 
of the day obligatory for anyone who wanted to be taken seriously, or even 
to avoid being stigmatized as a shallow “sentimentalist” in the early part of 
the century, or a despised “racist” in the latter part. In both eras, 
intellectuals claimed the moral high ground, as saviors of their race during 
the era of genetic determinism and as moral crusaders against racial 
injustice in the era of the prevalence of discrimination theories. Nor were 
the intelligentsia in either era much open to other explanations of intergroup 
differences, which could undermine or devastate their flattering vision of 
themselves. 

Cultural explanations of intergroup differences not only pose a threat to 
intellectuals’ self-flattering visions, such explanations also impose a heavy 
burden of work, since culture is an omnibus category with numerous 
geographic, demographic, historical and other factors requiring large and 
onerous investments of time to understand, as contrasted with the ease and 
self-satisfaction of saying such sweeping things as “race is everything” (as 
Madison Grant did!) or that the social problem of race in America is 
basically “a white man’s problem” caused by “confused and contradictory 
attitudes” in the minds of the majority population (as Gunnar Myrdal did’). 


PROGRESS AND RETROGRESSION 


There have been many examples of progress in race relations, and 
especially of economic progress by groups that used to lag further behind 
others than they do today. Many individuals and organizations have claimed 
credit for that progress but, as has been said in other contexts, “victory has 
100 fathers and defeat is an orphan.” 

Those who celebrate the rise in incomes, occupations, education and in 
other ways among blacks, Hispanics and other American minorities— and 
in many cases celebrate the ideas, policies and leaders supposedly 
responsible for this progress— seldom even attempt to cite ideas, policies 
or leaders responsible for such things as a rising murder rate among blacks 


and others in the 1960s, despite the fact that their murder rates had been 
going down, especially among black males, prior to the 1960s.*> The 
catastrophic decline of the black family, and the social consequences of 
increasing majorities of fatherless children, in the wake of the burgeoning 
welfare state in the 1960s, has few contemporaries prepared to take 
responsibility and many prepared to blame it on a “legacy of slavery,” when 
in fact more black children grew up with two parents even under slavery, 
and in the generations that followed, than today. 

Nor is such degeneration peculiar to the United States. In Britain, Dr. 
Theodore Dalrymple paints a very similar picture of a violent and 
disorganized subculture with family disintegration and widespread 
ignorance in lower-class white neighborhoods. He says of his young 
patients: “Very few of the sixteen-year-olds whom I meet as patients can 
read and write with facility; they do not even regard my question as to 
whether they can read and write as in the least surprising or insulting.” He 
adds: “One can tell merely by the way these youths handle a pen or a book 
that they are unfamiliar with these instruments.” As for mathematics: “I 
cannot recall meeting a sixteen-year-old white from the public housing 
estates that are near my hospital who could multiply nine by seven (I do not 
exaggerate). Even three by seven often defeats them.’””* 

When a race of people who produced Shakespeare and Sir Isaac Newton 
now produces large numbers of young people who are functionally illiterate 
and unable to do simple arithmetic, do we need to resort to either genes or 
discrimination to explain this degeneration? 

These British youths have no “legacy of slavery” to fall back on as 
excuses. Nor is it clear that such excuses are valid for black youths with the 
same behavior patterns on the other side of the Atlantic. Such behavior 
patterns escalated on both sides of the Atlantic with the ascendancy of the 
welfare state ideology that is essential to establishing a welfare state in a 
democratic society. Once brought into being, a welfare state can subsidize 
counterproductive behavior, which the welfare state ideology excuses or 
promotes, but which would be unsustainable without being underwritten by 
the taxpayers’ money. 

Much of the social progress among lagging groups which took place in 
the latter half of the twentieth century, and for which many intellectuals, 
politicians and others have taken credit, represents the continuation of 
strong trends that antedate the social legislation which has so often been 


regarded as the primary cause. The largest rise out of poverty among black 
Americans, for example, occurred prior to the civil rights legislation and 
escalating social welfare legislation of the 1960s.° Nor has this pattern been 
confined to America. Group preferences have been demanded and instituted 
in various parts of Europe and Asia after there had been a significant 
increase in the number of members of lagging groups who became more 
educated, so it is difficult to disentangle how much of the group’s 
advancement has been due to the preferences and how much is due to the 
rising level of education that preceded the preferences. 

Where there has been a degeneration in behavior, however— whether in 
falling test scores or rising crime rates or other indicators— this has seldom 
been correlated with the kinds of factors that have been widely used as 
explanations, such as poverty or discrimination. Some of the most visible 
and most persistent degeneration, such as skyrocketing crime rates in the 
1960s, occurred when poverty and discrimination were becoming 
demonstrably less severe. 

Such external explanations do not square with the facts. Something has 
been happening within the minds of people, whether spontaneously or as a 
result of ideas spread by others. In the United States, much of this moral or 
ideological source of social degeneration can be traced to what can be 
called the race industry. 


THE RACE INDUSTRY 


Race is more than a biological category or a social category. It has 
become an industry, with its own infrastructure, branches, incentives and 
agendas. The most obvious examples are the political representatives of 
particular racial or ethnic groups, as exemplified by the Congressional 
Black Caucus or the Hispanic Caucus or such non-governmental 
organizations as La Raza or the NAACP. Many academic institutions have 
various ethnic studies departments or programs, and their thrust is by no 
means confined to academic scholarship seeking objective facts about those 
groups. The legal profession is also well represented among those 
specializing in racial issues, and here too the disinterested search for truth is 
seldom the overriding consideration. “Diversity” consultants in private 
industry and community organizers in racial or ethnic neighborhoods are 
among the many other occupations that are part of the race industry. 


Despite the wide variety of occupations in the race industry, there are 
commonalities in their underlying visions and agendas. Central to their 
mission is the presumption that economic lags, educational deficiencies or 
even high crime rates among the respective groups they represent are due to 
the failings or malice of others. Views or facts to the contrary are to be 
discountenanced, or if possible banned or punished, rather than engaged. 

In addition to the particular portrayal of racial or ethnic issues promoted 
by the race industry, there is a highly selective view of what sorts of 
“solutions” are needed— almost invariably these are policies or actions that 
enhance the role, power, prestige and economic flourishing of the race 
industry itself, even if these policies or actions are demonstrably 
counterproductive in their effects on the people in whose name the race 
industry speaks. 

A classic example is the policy of preferentially admitting members of 
specifically selected minorities* to colleges and universities under the 
rubric of “affirmative action” or “diversity.” 

In addition to promoting particular policies, such as affirmative action, 
the race industry promotes more general ideas and concepts, such as “social 
justice” and “disparate impact.” Both the specific policies and the general 
concepts need closer scrutiny than they usually get from the media or even 
academia. Since “social justice” has already been covered in Chapter 7, we 
can take “affirmative action” as an example of a policy, and “disparate 
impact” as an example of a concept, both heavily promoted by the race 
industry. 


“Affirmative Action” 

Group preference policies known as “affirmative action” in the United 
States have existed in many other countries around the world, often longer 
than they have in the United States, and under a variety of names, such as 
“positive discrimination” in India and Britain, “sons of the soil” preferences 
in Malaysia and Indonesia, and “reflecting the federal character of the 
country” in Nigeria. 

Though based on a variety of rationales peculiar to particular countries, 
these group preference policies have had a remarkable similarity in their 
actual consequences, which have often differed considerably from the 
visions or rationales on which they were based.’ 


One of the common characteristics of group preference programs in 
many countries has been that their proponents have said that these are 
“temporary” programs, and in some countries there have even been specific 
cutoff dates for the ending of these programs. Yet these programs have been 
extended as these cutoff dates approached, and sometimes re-extended, but 
seldom, if ever, actually ended. More commonly, these programs have 
expanded over time, spreading to more institutions, to more processes 
within institutions, or to more groups. 

In the United States, for example, “affirmative action” referred initially to 
positive steps to ensure equal opportunity “without regard to their race, 
creed, color or national origin.” But, within a very few years, “affirmative 
action” took on the meaning of numerical “goals” that amounted to group 
quotas. In Malaysia and India, preferences spread to the grades of students 
that were adjusted for the benefit of groups preferentially admitted to 
universities. In short, the expansion of preferences has been the rule, not 
the exception. 

What might seem to be the simplest and easiest of the goals to achieve by 
group preferences— the advancement of the group or groups selected as 
beneficiaries— has in fact proved to be one of the most elusive. Although 
the rationale for providing preferential treatment for particular groups has 
usually been to aid their rise from a disadvantaged position, the actual 
beneficiaries of group preferences have often been individuals who have 
been more fortunate than other members of their group, and even more 
fortunate than the average member of the society as a whole. That has been 
true in India, in Malaysia and in the United States, among other places. 

Under the headline, “With Affirmative Action, India’s Rich Gain School 
Slots Meant for Poor,” the New York Times reported that in that country’s 
universities “those given set-asides at their institutions were generally the 
children of doctors, lawyers and high-level bureaucrats.”? In Malaysia, just 
over half of the scholarships awarded under affirmative action went to 
Malay students whose families were in the top 17 percent of the income 
distribution.!° A 2004 study found that a majority of the black alumni of 
Harvard were either West Indian or African immigrants, or the children of 
these immigrants, mot native-born American blacks who provide the 
rationale for preferential admissions. Similar findings have appeared in 
studies of some other elite colleges.!! 


Where students from genuinely disadvantaged minority groups have been 
preferentially admitted to college and universities, it has been by no means 
certain that this has been, on net balance, a benefit, and actual harm 
inflicted on the supposed beneficiaries has been by no means unknown. As 
noted in Chapter 5, black and other minority students with the qualifications 
for success have been artificially turned into failures by being mismatched 
with academic institutions they do not qualify for under the standards 
applied to other students. This mismatching effect can be seen by what 
happened when racial preferences were banned in the University of 
California system. 

Despite dire predictions that there would be a drastic reduction in the 
number of minority students in the University of California system after 
racial preferences in admission were banned, an empirical study showed 
that there were “modest declines in black and Hispanic enrollment but an 
increase in black and Hispanic degrees.”!* There were major declines in 
minority enrollment at the top-ranked Berkeley and UCLA campuses— 42 
percent and 33 percent, respectively— but these declines were almost 
completely offset by increases in the number of minority students at the 
other campuses.!*? More important, there was an increase in the number of 
black and Hispanic students graduating from the University of California 
system, including an increase of 55 percent in the number graduating in 
four years and an increase of 63 percent in the number graduating in four 
years with a grade point average of 3.5 or higher. The number of black and 
Hispanic students who graduated with degrees in science, technology, 
mathematics and engineering rose by 51 percent and the number of 
doctorates earned by black and Hispanic students in the system rose by 25 
percent after preferential admissions policies were banned. !4 

Data from other colleges and universities likewise show higher 
graduation rates for black students at colleges and universities when their 
academic qualifications are more similar to those of the other students at 
those institutions.!> Moreover, black students who are mismatched with law 
schools do not pass the bar examination as often as black students with very 
similar academic qualifications who went to law schools where the other 
students had similar academic qualifications. The end result can be fewer 
black lawyers than if there were no affirmative action.!° 

The negative effects of affirmative action on the non-preferred groups, 
such as whites and Asian Americans, have been obvious. But when there 


are also negative effects on groups preferentially admitted, it is by no means 
clear who has gained, other than the race industry, which can trumpet the 
successful imposition of its agenda, ignoring the needless failures of 
minority students created by that agenda. 


“Disparate Impact” 

The indisputable fact that life has never been fair, in the sense of offering 
equal likelihoods of success to all, at any time or in any place, in the 
thousands of years of recorded history, provides an inexhaustible supply of 
grievances for all sorts of groups at all sorts of places and times. The 
question is whether we allow that to be an automatic indictment of any 
particular institution or any particular society for causing disparities in 
outcomes that are found in that particular institution or that particular 
society. There is no question that someone born in a slum in Brazil or 
Bangladesh has far less chance in life than someone born in an upscale 
American community. Indeed, there is no question that Americans born in 
different economic circumstances— or even in the same economic 
circumstances, but raised by families with different values— have very 
different chances in life. 

Against this background, it is hardly surprising that different individuals 
and groups meet the standards in numerous kinds of endeavors to very 
different extents. Yet the “disparate impact” of particular standards on the 
success rates of different groups is widely taken as a sign of “unfairness” in 
the criteria themselves, rather than being a consequence of existing 
differences in real and relevant qualifications, which may in some instances 
be due to prior unfairness in the circumstances in which less qualified 
people were raised— or in other cases reflecting differences due to the 
attitudes, behavior and performances of those people themselves. 

The distinction is fundamental between saying that statistical disparities 
found at a particular institution are caused by that institution, rather than 
saying that these disparities convey disparities that originate outside that 
institution. For example, there has been much consternation over the fact 
that “the poor pay more” in stores located in low-income minority 
neighborhoods, where stores often charge higher prices than stores located 
in middle-class or upper income neighborhoods. Those who charge these 
higher prices have been accused of “exploitation,” “discrimination” and the 


like. But the question is whether these prices cause costs to be higher in low 
income neighborhoods or are conveying costs that are already higher in 
those neighborhoods, such as higher costs of theft, vandalism, robbery, 
riots, and the higher costs of security precautions and insurance to guard 
against these things. 

If the higher prices were simply ways of earning higher rates of profit, it 
would be hard to explain why so many businesses avoid locating in 
neighborhoods where profit rates would presumably be higher, but where 
there is in fact usually a great lack of the number and variety of stores found 
in other neighborhoods. Empirical data indicate no higher profit rates in 
low-income minority neighborhoods,'’ which suggests that the higher 
prices charged there are conveying higher costs, not causing them, however 
much local “leaders,” activists, politicians, and even intellectuals elsewhere, 
may prefer to blame those who charge the higher prices which reflect the 
higher costs of doing business. 

Where those who charge the higher prices are of a different race than 
their neighborhood customers, then all the incentives are to blame the 
outsiders who convey higher costs, rather than those locals who cause them 
to be higher. For intellectuals, the incentives are to prefer a moral 
melodrama, starring themselves on the side of the angels against the forces 
of evil, rather than a mundane case of elementary economics that would 
leave intellectuals largely irrelevant. Since misdiagnosed problems are less 
likely to be solved, there is a high price paid by the majority of local 
residents, who are usually neither criminals nor rioters, for the actions of 
those who are. To the extent that the race industry promotes automatic 
solidarity based on race, rather than behavior, the majority of people in low- 
income minority neighborhoods may have no idea how much their 
solidarity with cost-creating local elements is costing them. These costs can 
include not only higher prices and a dearth of local businesses and 
professionals, but also a reluctance of taxis to take people to those 
neighborhoods or of various businesses to deliver in those neighborhoods. 

In the more general case of disparate impacts caused by differing 
standards of behavior or performance, those who are subjected to standards 
and those who create the standards are not necessarily the most important 
people affected by the results. Medical schools, for example, have standards 
— whether for admission or for passing courses— which affect 
innumerable people outside the medical profession, people whose health 


and survival depend on the quality of medical care they receive after 
medical school students become doctors. 

In the legal system, “disparate impact” dogma has been a gold mine for 
the race industry. When an employer’s mix of employees shows an 
“underrepresentation” of designated minorities (or women), either in 
general or in more advanced positions, that is taken as prima facie evidence 
of discrimination, whether deliberate or as a result of using criteria with a 
“disparate impact” on particular groups. Another way of saying the same 
thing is that different groups may fail to meet relevant standards for any 
number of possible reasons. But the burden of proof is put on the accused 
employer, rather than on those doing the accusing, contrary to legal practice 
in most other civil or criminal cases. 

No speck of evidence is required from those who implicitly assume that 
employee composition would be similar to population composition, in the 
absence of discrimination. Moreover, not one flesh-and-blood human being 
who even claims to have been discriminated against is necessary for 
“disparate impact” cases to go forward in a costly legal process. Statistics 
alone are sufficient to establish the “disparate impact” case that employers 
must rebut. Moreover, the vast financial resources available to government 
agencies such as the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission means 
that, even if an employer is exonerated after a trial, the EEOC can keep 
appealing the decision in successive courts, in a process that can take years 
and drain millions of dollars in legal expenses from the accused employer. 

In a “disparate impact” case against the Sears department store chain, for 
example, legal processes dragged on for 15 years and cost Sears $20 
million, even though there was not one past or present employee of Sears 
who claimed discrimination (sex discrimination in this case).'* All that the 
EEOC needed to keep this financially draining process going were statistics 
that did not match its preconceptions. Sears eventually won in the 7th 
Circuit Court of Appeals, but few employers can afford millions of dollars 
in legal costs, quite aside from years of bad publicity based on 
unsubstantiated charges of discrimination. A racial discrimination case 
against the Wards Cove Packing Company likewise dragged on for 15 years 
and, even though the Supreme Court refused to accept a lower court 
decision against Wards Cove, based on putting the burden of proof on the 
accused, Congress passed a law restoring the burden of proof on the 
employer in civil rights cases. !° 


Given the enormous costs that can be imposed by charges of 
discrimination based on “disparate impact” statistics, even large employers 
usually find it prudent to settle such cases out of court on whatever terms 
they can negotiate. Although these out of court settlements are not an 
admission of guilt, they are widely cited by those in the race industry as 
damning evidence of pervasive discrimination requiring pervasive 
government intervention to protect supposed victims, even when there is 
not one identifiable victim even claiming to have been discriminated 
against. 

Where an employer is in an industry that is already one subject to 
government regulatory agencies, whose permission is necessary to engage 
in ordinary business transactions that unregulated businesses are free to 
make on their own, the leverage of the government is even more powerful. 
This means that wholly unsubstantiated charges of discrimination can 
paralyze the ability of a regulated firm to make transactions on which 
millions, or even billions, of dollars depend, until such indefinite time as the 
charges have been adjudicated to the satisfaction of the regulatory agency 
involved. Thus banks accused of either employee discrimination or 
discriminatory lending practices have had their plans for opening new 
branches, or merging with other banks, put on hold by government 
regulatory agencies at the sole discretion of these agencies, without any 
trial, much less proof, of the charges. 

Under these conditions, individuals like Jesse Jackson or organizations 
such as ACORN can make, and have made, charges of discrimination at 
virtually no cost to themselves, but which impose huge costs on the accused 
banks. Given these conditions, banks have paid millions of dollars to their 
accusers, who then withdraw their accusations, so that normal business 
processes can proceed in the regulated banks.?? One economist wrote an 
essay on this practice titled, “How to Rob a Bank Legally.””! 

Intellectuals may think of disparate impact theory as something to 
discuss around a seminar table or in academic journals but, in the real 
world, this theory— which serves as evidence, but for which no evidence is 
necessary to substantiate the theory itself— is powerful leverage for 
transferring vast sums of money from those who earned it to those in the 
race industry. In a decade, more than a trillion dollars have been extracted 
from financial and other business organizations by community activist 


organizations, using a variety of tactics, according to the National 
Community Reinvestment Coalition.?7 

However beneficial this may have been to the race industry, among the 
concessions that have been won from banks have been mortgage loans 
made to low income and minority borrowers who would not otherwise 
qualify under traditional lending standards. These loans in many cases 
ended up leaving these borrowers with foreclosed homes and ruined credit 
records. As in other contexts, the race industry benefits, even when the 
ostensible beneficiaries of their work do not. 


PROSPECTS AND PERILS 


A crucial fact about the theories and social visions of intellectuals is that 
the intelligentsia pay no price for being wrong. In an economy where 
mistaken business decisions can lead to bankruptcy and extinction, even for 
the largest corporations, and in a political system where individuals elected 
to high office on a wave of enthusiasm can find themselves 
unceremoniously voted out of office in disgrace at the next election, the 
insulation of intellectuals from paying a price for the consequences of their 
ideas on millions of other people is a remarkable situation— one buttressed 
by concepts, laws and traditions ranging from freedom of the press to 
academic tenure to libel laws that make it nearly impossible for “public 
figures” to seek legal redress for even outrageous and demonstrable 
falsehoods about themselves in the media. 

Whatever the pros and cons of these concepts, laws and traditions, the 
point here is simply that intellectuals are in a remarkably different position 
from that of other decision-makers, and that this is a fact to be taken into 
account when trying to understand the nature of their decisions, and 
especially the ability of their theories and visions to survive in defiance of 
empirical evidence. 

Quite simply, intellectuals pay no price for being wrong, no matter how 
wrong or with what catastrophic consequences for millions of other people. 
The sweeping acceptance of theories of genetic determinism by intellectuals 
on both sides of the Atlantic in the early decades of the twentieth century 
had impacts on things ranging from immigration policies to compulsory 
sterilization policies to the Holocaust. Yet those who promoted these beliefs 
paid no price. Madison Grant’s death in 1937 spared him from even 


learning that millions of innocent men, women and children would be 
systematically murdered because his book impressed Hitler. 

From unaccountability to irresponsibility can be a very short step. 

The point here is to suggest nothing more draconian in response than a 
loss of the gullibility towards ideas in vogue among the intelligentsia that 
can make their speculations so dangerous to others. All sorts of competing 
notions can be free in the marketplace of ideas, without becoming dogmas 
backed by the power of government, just because these notions are 
currently ascendant among people with high IQs and prestigious degrees 
and honors. All sorts of ideas, whether on race or on war or on many other 
subjects, have prevailed among intellectuals with results now recognized in 
retrospect as having been as utterly invalid intellectually as they were 
catastrophic in their human consequences. In other words, just because 
some people are justly renowned within their specialties, and may regard 
themselves as part of some larger class of “thinking people,” does not mean 
that the rest of us can neglect to think for ourselves or to demand hard 
evidence from those with soaring visions and impressive rhetoric. 

Among the ideas about race currently in vogue among the intelligentsia 
are some with enormous potential for needless personal and social 
tragedies. The apparently benign concept of “equality,” with its numerous 
and even mutually contradictory meanings, is a fertile source of dangers to 
individuals, races and whole societies. Equality of treatment by the law, for 
example, is very different from equality of economic outcomes, and 
equality of potentialities is very different from equality of developed 
capabilities. The ease with which many among the intelligentsia turn 
inequalities of results into “inequities” or “discrimination” might suggest 
that equality is so automatic that its absence is what needs to be explained 
— and corrected— despite the gross inequalities in achievements and 
prosperity that have been common in countries around the world and for 
centuries of recorded history, even in circumstances in which those more 
fortunate have had no power to discriminate against those who were less 
fortunate. 

The ultimate sources of these group differences in achievements can be 
many, and often originated in differences in skills, cultures and other 
circumstances inherited from past generations. But tracing these sources of 
intergroup differences can be an arduous and uncertain process, and one 
with little emotional or other payoff. Instead, those with good fortune have 


often attributed that good fortune to their own inherent superiority, while 
those less fortunate have often preferred to believe that their lesser place in 
the world is the result of evil done to them by others. Whole ideologies and 
movements can be, and have been, built on these premises— and whole 
nations ruined by them. Intellectuals have all too often played a major role 
in promoting a sense of grievance over inequalities. 

The kind of society to which that can lead is one in which a newborn 
baby enters the world supplied with prepackaged grievances against other 
babies born the same day. It is hard to imagine anything more conducive to 
unending internal strife and a weakening of the bonds that hold a society 
together. When history shows how hard it can be to maintain peace and 
cooperation among contemporaries, why would we take on the complex, 
divisive and ultimately futile task of redressing issues between our long 
dead ancestors or pass on to generations yet unborn the seeds of strife to 
blight their lives? 

The kind of equality being pursued by intellectuals is often the kind of 
equality that can be imposed unilaterally from the top down, an equality of 
outcomes— essentially an equality of effects without an equality of causes, 
or on sheer presumption of an equality of causes, in defiance of both history 
and logic. Even more ambitious are attempts to create equality of outcomes 
where differences in causes are acknowledged, but differences in effects are 
proposed to be eliminated by compensatory policies— a proposition 
advocated by Condorcet back in the eighteenth century and by Rawls in the 
twentieth century.” The actual track record of group preference policies, 
whether in the United States or in other countries around the world, 
undermines the optimistic assumption that greater equality can be produced 
in that way, and raises painful questions about the polarization that has all 
too often been produced instead. 

Many people who advocate what they think of as equality promote what 
is in fact make-believe “equality.” In economic terms, taking what others 
have produced and giving it to those who have not produced as much (or at 
all, in some cases) is make-believe equality— as contrasted with real 
equality, which would be enabling the less productive to become more 
productive, so that they could create for themselves what they are trying to 
take from others. However, real equality is not only harder to achieve, it is 
something whose achievement cannot be created by outsiders, as 
redistribution can be, but requires the efforts of those who lag. Make- 


believe equality, by creating a sense of entitlement to what others have 
created, reduces the incentives to making efforts to produce for one’s self. 

Many of what are called social problems are differences between the 
theories of intellectuals and the realities of the world— differences which 
many intellectuals interpret to mean that it is the real world that is wrong 
and needs changing. Apparently their theories, and the visions behind them, 
cannot be wrong. 

None of this means that economic or other inequalities must be supinely 
accepted. The rise of groups from dire poverty to affluence— the Chinese 
in Southeast Asian countries, the Lebanese in West Africa, and Jews in the 
United States, among many others— shows that history is not destiny. But 
these rises have almost invariably been achieved in mundane and often 
arduous ways that not only differ from the ways advocated by the 
intelligentsia, but have often been in ways directly opposite to the more 
dramatic and emotionally satisfying ways envisioned by the intelligentsia. 
Moreover, earned achievements, whether modest or spectacular, bring a self 
respect, as well as respect from others, that can seldom be gotten from even 
a successful playing of a parasitic role in the name of a make-believe 
“equality.” 


* Which do not include Asian Americans or Jewish Americans, for 
example. 
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